
THE CANADA LANCE?.

inteferece ith a dlean healthy inoutti. 1, howvver, take thle liberty
to quote the opinion of a dental authority on the question (2), who

says "Atîfiialplates (dentures.) are ait times niot above suspicion;
especiaily is this the case wlieI roots of carious or even solund teeth have
been Ieft in the jaw, and It wvhole covered over with a plate. TIere,
agin, lceeratijol, chronie inflammt-atîin, and septie ab)sorpItioni take
place, buit al Ieýssbos condition ia be present. The bands or
c-ilas for r4taining the plates often. cause ulceration ani dlainage to
thie moft tissue, and even ini a weIl-fitting denture, mnost frequiently in
Ilhe Iower Jaw behind the ineisor teeth, large inilained areas ilaly be
found, dune to the mere pressure of the plates on the gumns, already
lower ed in vitalitY by the presence of infected processes along the gii
martigina.

Thev followving histor y of a rheumiatic affection from thi8 cauise re-
porte(l by the samle author0iit 'y agrees in principle with some uinder mny
oiWnl observation, and Illustrates thle point.

" The pat ient, a main of 38, was suffering fromn actef iain and swe1l-
i ng in both knees and both feet, luar. det-lection of bothi banda, and
acutle pain and swelling on thle dorsal aspects, fluid ani detformility- of
thle left elbow joint, and of the left shiolder joit, aind anerinti
neurastheiai, partiy owing to constanit pain, and parti:, toxic. The
patient hati heen under al] sorts of treatment, residce at continental

lndenglish Spas, had heen to the Cainary Isana va tiiaken vast
quantities of iodide of potassiumii, haid had massage, electric batha, ionisa..
lion and] 'Christianiec" and ail with no avail.

" lis nmouth walS a vrntable gold mine, hle hald four brdetio in
f lie uplper aud two iu the lower jaw, and four gold erowns i» addition
to thle bridge.s; puis was wvelling uip fromi bis gums in il directions,
The bidifer of the( bridges told imii he couild dIo nothing for hinm as h.
hiad rheumatisni in his gumei Ife was treated] byl' the remnoval of all
the crownjs and bridges, auid by vaccines made fromn bis own orgaimq
Ire made a slow but steady recOvery, and is no-w able to resuiue his
ord(inaryt avocation, which he hiad been obiigmd to give uip for thrft
years." It is onlly fair to say,- the exrsinin the aboe qotation.
"-that the condition was dueic to rheumnatism of the guin." might only
ne expected fromn one wvho wouid insert îsucli faity work.

1 have endeavored to shiow hy a few specificecases, the decflnite cou
nection which, diseased conditions of the teeth have in cansiug rheuna,.
tiai».

'Whiie this is a frequlent cause and important to bc econzd
more frequent cause, n'id one 9ometimea difficulit Of recognition, la that
condition of the gumas and aivreolar proeess uisually, described by the
fermi-pyorrbea alveolaris.


