
EDITORIAL. 6

ASSYRIAN MEDICINE.

There appcared in Edinburg-h MVedicul journal of Fcbruary, a very
interesting article frorn the peu of Dr. John D. Conirie, on the subject
of- "Medicine Anion- the Assyrians." The Semlitic races that sup-
planted th-c Scythians founded tie Kin-domn of Babylon about 3,000

1.C., and Assyria about 2,000 B.C.
0f about 20,000 tablets dealing with a great variety of subjects,

sorrewhere from S00 to i,ooo treat of niedical topics. ïMany discases
are nientioned, and in niany instances quite fanciful Unes of treatmnent
are laid clown. At Barsippa, near I3abylon, therc 'vas a place of learn-
ing, and there are reasons fre supposing that it wvas mainly for m-edical
studies. A physician is rnention-ed as «iicting as a healer and a priest
in Babylon as early as 2,700 B.C.

The code of Hammnurabi, a king of the First Dynasty of Babylon,
bearing the date of about 2,000 B3. C., Iays dowvn many rules regard-
ingy the practice of niedicine, and also says what the physicians' fees
shall bc. Tirese laws go to, showv that at that very remote period in
the history of Assyria, the physician enjoyed a highi social position.

There were certain heavy penalties for careless acts on the part
of a physician, or for maîpractice. There xvas a fair advancement
in surgery. Operations, sucli as that for cataract, appcar to have been
knowvn, and the laws of refraction wvere in a fair stage of advancemnent
and lenses ,vere made use of to aid siglit.

The court physician of those early Babylonian -days wvas a person
of niarked distinction.

I-le hiad under hini a nunmber of other doctors. The Rab-mag, or
court physician, records that in the case of nose blecding the dressings
had been applied wvrongly on the outside. He says that the assistant
should bave applied the dressing inside of the nostc. This looks like
our tamponing.

About the same period in Mgypt a court physician is spokzen of as
bcing in great favor w'ith a king of thie Fifthi Dvnasty,abu2,0
B.C. There are a number of ancient papyri dating fromn i,ooo to 2!,000

B. C. In the l-krnmtic books of F7ypt of very ancient date, there "'as
agood deal of attention given'-to n1edicine. Six of these books deait

vvith the body, diseases, instruments, drugs, the eye, diseases of

Sorne v%'ery interesting copper surgical knives have b)ecn found
iu a tonil. of about thie da-,le of i,,îoo B3. C. A numnber of strange for-
nilie are gih'cn, but t1ve following for 1baýldncess is unique: Lion's fat,
hippopotanius fat, crocodile fat, goose fat, snlaker's fat Nuinibe\
fat, of cach equal parts.
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