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rutar Disease of the Kidneys with

Consumption.

In the reports of M. Rayer, the condition of the heart is stated
in 43 cases, and of these it was flaceid iu 21, and 8 others dis.
played ouly some stight degree of enlargement with thickening or
opacity of the pericardium or endocardium ; so that the instances
of deeided disease amonut 1o only 14, of which two displayed re.
cent false membranes en the pericardinm, and 12, wore or less
extensive hypertrophy, with or without thickening and opacity, or
actual disease of the valves.  Of my own eases, she state of the
beart is expressly reported in 38, It was found healthy in 17,
and in five other cases tire only abnormal condition was slight .
crease of size, with or without thickenmea and opacity of the val.
vular folds of the eudocardium 5 of the remaining 16 caves, in 2
there existed recent pericarditis 5 in 9 Lypertrophy and dilatation
of one or buth of the ventricles, with, in some cuses, thickening
and opacity, but no incompetency in the valves; and in one ot
these cases the organ hud ulso undergone fhe falty degeneration :
In four cases there existed negravated valvular disease, and in 1
true ancarism of the septum ventriculornm.  Thus, of the 102
cases of granular disease, in which the state of the heart was ex-
amined and recorded, that organ was decidedly discased in
ouly 33, or including the cascs of recent pericarditis, in 37, o
36 4 per cent.

“I'he condition of the liver is reported by Dr. Gregory in 2¢
eases, of which number it is stated to have been healthy in 12,
and more or less extensively discased in 17, Of the Iatfer class,
however, in several instances there seems to have been only trivial
alterations of size or colour; and probably, in not more than 8 or
10 cascs did there exist organic disease.

In .10 of M. Raver’s cuses, the state of the liver is deseribed.
In 13 it was healthy 5 in 7 others it was only more or less engorg-
ed, giving risc to slight alterations of size or colour ; and in two
cases the peritoneal surface was covered by recent Iymph, though
the texture of the organ was healthy, It thus appears, that not
more than 18 cases presented important changes. In 7 of these,
there existed marked increase of density in the orgun, with or
without alteration of size ard eolour; in 3, there was great en-
largement ; in 3, cirrhosis ; in 3, the organ was fatty; and in 1 it
contuined tubercle. In one case the nature of the disease 1s not
stated.

In the cases taken from the Register of Disscctions at the
Edinburgh Infirmary, the condition of the liver is reported in 30.
Iu 11 it is stated to have been found healthy; in 10 others the
only alterations were dependent on the degree of engorgement
from external causes, combined in 3 cases with thickening, opa.
city, or adhcsions of the peritoncal coat; and in an 11th case,
while the substance of the organs was healthy, the serous cover.
ing had been implicated in general peritonitis 5 so that the viscus
was organically discased in only 8 cases, of which 5 were jnstun.
ces ol adipose degeneration, with greater or less enlargement § in
2 the organ contained tubercles, and in one there existed carly
cirrhos's.

The liver was, therefore, organically discased in 36 of the 99
cases exanined, or 1 in 363 per cent.

The lungs werc examined and reported in 31 of *Dr. Gregory’s
cascs, of which 22 displayed different forms of discase, and 8 were
decidediy, and one slightly, affected with tuberculous deposition.
M. Raver found both lungs entirely healthy in only 4 cases, out
of the 45 which he has reported.  In 8 others, however, the only
change was more or less decided congestion, dependent on the
mode of death or compression from plenritic effusions, so that the
cases of aciual diseusc amount to only 33, and of these the lung-
were inflamed and hepatized in 7 cases; the mucous membrane
of the bronehi was injected, and the tubes contained much szere.
tion in 83 there existed extensive tuberculous disease in 12, and
a few recent lubercles in 5 others.

Laustly, of the 41 of my own cases in which the condition of
the lungs is recorded, they were found entirely healthy m 2, and
in 10 others presented only compression from pleuritic effusions, or
slight degrees of congestion, cedema, or emphysems ; and n onc
the tubes 2nd cells contained blood, from the bursting of an an-
<urism. There remain, therefore, onlv 29 cases of deeided dis.
case ; in 10 of which therc existed pneumonic conssiidation; in
9, iujection of the mucons membrane of the bronehi, and much
muco-purnient flurd in the tubes, with considerable congestion or
wdema; and in 6, extensive, and in four others slighter, tubercul.
ous thsease.

Therefore, of 117 cases in which the lungs were examiuzd, 81

presented different form of disease, or 71.8 per cent. and 36, or
30.7 per conts mvre or iess extenswe tuberculous disease,
It thus appears that
per cent,
The heatt was exanuned in 102 cases, and found dizeased in %7, or 36,4
The livar o ] L 36. ur 36,5
The fuugs A S, 0r 7,18
- Phthisical in 36, or 107
Or athenwise, that the discases of the heart und liver were of
cqual frequency, and ocearred i about one third of the casess
while the Jungs were effveted in different ways in two.thirds of
the cases, and were tuberenlous in nearly one-half of these, or in
scareely i less proportion than the whole of the several affections
of the heart and liver.  "This very large  proportion afforded by
the tubuvreulous discases of the lunes i so considerable a number
of cuses, ean, I conceive, scareely be regarded as accidental, and
renders the conclusion almost necessary, that the causes pre-
disposing to the renal and pulmonary affections are  closely
allied.

III, It might, indeed, be supposced, that the tuberenious de.
position in the lunzs is sccondary to the remal disorder, being
superinduccd by the consequent depravation of the constitution,
ag we find to be frequently the case in chronic visceral discases,
There seems, however, every reason to b lieve, that tubereulous
aftvetions of the Jungs are very rurely secondary to the granulur
wsorganization of the kidney.  Dr. Christison states, that he has
not met with a single instance in which this appeared to have
happened; and M. Rayer, while he states that such cases ocea.
sivnall r occur, yet admits their extreme rarity.  On refersing to
the r.otes of nine of my own observations, 1n which phthisical
anv, grannlar discuse co.existed, and in which the condition of
tue kidneys and lungs is fully  described, I find that
in one case the affection of the kidney was wnequivocally
primary and predominant ;—the kidneys were externally of a pafe
yelow celour and irregular shape, and internally they presented
an extensive small granular deposit in the cortical portion, and
between the tubuli, entircly replacing the natural striated texture 3
while the fungs only contained a smull nuaber of gray tubercules
in the upper lobes.  1n a sccond instunce, in which the patient
was cut off by an attuck of acute pericarditis, the kidneys were
found in an advanced state of discase; their cortical portions
being infiltrated with a whitish coloured deposit, interspersed
with small yellowish tubereular budies, while the disease of the
lungs was in an carly stage—those rgans containing only a
moderate deposit of yellow and gray tubercles, chicfly in the
upper lobes,

Intwo other cases. the renal was more advanced than the
pulmonary discase; but in these the visceral affectivns were ap.
parenily sceondary :—in one case, to carics of the tarsus, for
which a partial amputation of the foot hud been performed ; and
in the other, to & venereal taint in the coustitution,~—the osseouns
system bemg throughout extensively discased.

Ina fifth case, there existed advanced granular disorganiza.
tion, the kidneys presenting o mottled surface, and, on seetion,
being found to contain a copions granular deposit in the striated
portion, while the lungs contained old and recent tuberculous dis.
euse, in the formn of cretaceous masses in the upper lobes and
bronchral glands, mixed with yellow and gray tubercle in the
crude state ;5 so that the respective dates of the pulmonary and
renal affi-ctions arc doubtful.

In the remaming four cases, the pulmonary disease was cvi-
deutly primary. The disorganization was in all cxtensive, and
the tubercle had softened, giving rise to caverns, in one or both
lungs.,  And lastly, in four other cases, not previously®refered to,
there existed renal discuse in a recent stage, in conjunction with
advanced tuberculous disease of the lungs.

1t uppears, therefure, that of thirteen cases out of fourteen—the
whole of those in which more or less decided tuberculous disease
of the lungs and granulur disorganization of the kidneys co.esisted
~—the priority of the affection wus doubtfu) in one;in two, the
diseasc of bota viscera was sccondary 1o other chronic affections;
and in one, or perhaps two, the discase of the kidoeys was the
primary affection ; while m cight cases, the lungs were obviously
diseased, primurily and predominantly.

‘T'hat the lengsshould, in the renal discase, be lessirequently the
sent of secondary tuberculons affections than in most other chyonie
diseascs, may probably be ascribed 1o the frequency with which
those Jabounny ander the affection are cut off by “the supcrven-
tion of acute inflammatory action in the several viscera or scrous

17 “



