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of its existing cause. In some cases preeminently acute, the symp-
toms will be extremely rapid, wi'l evince all the characters of in-
tense influnmatory action, and may arrive at a fatal termination in
the short space of a week or ten days; but in the generality of ca-
sesthe progress of the disease will be much more tardy. It may
come on with scarcely an indication of its approach, by the sud-
den appearance of swelling of the joint attended with acute pain
caused by any active exertion ; it may have as suddenly subsided,
withont any permanent ill effects, to be reexcited however upon
the application of any other exciting cause, or the advent of any
inflammatory condition of the constitution, which will predispose
to such diseases.

In the knee the swelling and effusion,which so rapidly oceurs,
in inflammation of the synovial membrane, is casily recognized,
ad truly forms a most characteristic feature in the complaing, al-
though equally present in this discase when occurring in the hip-
Joirt, but from the greater depth of the cotyloid eavity, is far less
easily recognized, but even here irmay be observed upon due
aud attentive consideration. It must however be confessed that
the inflummatory action in this disease will extend so rapidly to
the other structures of the jnint, asspeedily to obscure this distine-
tive symptom, as in its progress it invelves the other structures
of the joint; while itsell becomesa frequent accompaniment of
other diseases, developed during  their progress, and this i
espteially the case, in inflammation of the Capsular Ligaments of
the dudut, on which itis u pretty constant attendant.

i is to be observed that the rapidity with which the symp-
torss of this disease generaily progress, are the most  distinetive
characteristic  of inflammation of the synovial membrane—the
acute pain and rapid swelling, serve  to mark the distinetion from
chronic inflanmmation of the cartilage, and that variety of irritation
which proceeds from deposition of tubercular matter in the several
structures of the hip-joint; while the character of the pain, and the
constitutional pecularitics, serve to distinguish it from inflamma-
tion of the Ligamenteous textures.

To be continucd.
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[Errata in last number, page 207, line 2, for pernation read hamatin.]




