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The investigation and illustration of the geological structure of

ofe srroundingy country, whetber -ie regard it simply as a inatter
ofscientifie interest or of practical utility, niust ever form one of

the most prorninent objeets of sucli Associatidnas as that of 'which
this Journal is thie organ. To those wvbosc previous stiudies have
given thein a taste for, and aptitude in, such p!ýrsuits, no subject
eau possess greater interest, or add greater zest to the enjoyment of
their excursions, wbetber of business or pleasure; while cveii to
those whose acquaitita-nee with geological science inay be but super-
ficial, the knowledge of thiose causes bhcl ave operated in dete-r-
niiniug the configuration of our coasts, and in produciDrg the xnost
proininent featui i of the scenery by which we are surroundcd, inust
be a source of i and elevating enijoyrnent. .Again, as a striking
instance of' the i. fit of such investigation-, in a utilitarian sense,
I need only adve, .o the fact that both in Canada, and in the neigh-
bouriun St'ite of IMoi- York, before the deductions of geological
science were broughlt to bear upon the publie mmnd, large sums of
money were squandered in abortive attempts to find coal in rocks
below the earbonif'erous series. lu exposiug the absurdity of suchi
attempts, and thereby rendering the resources thus wasted available
in more profitable chiannels, the science of geology lias conferred on
this Province a- service whichi will amply justify the expenditure of
the sums granted by Goverument for the prosecutioni of these re-
searchies.

Sir IRoderick -liurchiison computes that the inoney expended in
Bngland alone, before geology was understood, in searching for coal
whcre it would uov be considered madness to expeet it, would be
sufficient to efFeet a correct general geological exaînînation of the
entire crust of the globe.

I pr'opose, in this "and subsequent papers, to lay before the readers
of the Ganadian Jou~rnal the resuits oî such investigations into the
phaysical geogyraphy of the western districts of Canada, as I have had
it iii my power to n)ale during a resideuce of upiwards of eigbt years
in those parts of the Province. The region embraced in these ex-
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