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r'ound the aturai objcets of clily eprnc.Childien aire liatniill inteî'estediii fiow'ers, tceps, aild auaina' al lifi', 11)( il, e intyschloob. an o1wer'aînt, leaeher, whoas fond of sncbi subjeets, aifad lias properly prepared 1îiiiseif by stn'iyinig them,can fiind iii the objeet le8son a far more )ow'ea'ful inistrumnent of early educationthian can be drawn froin the more lifeless substitutes on whichi theQ town teacheris sonietimes bound to reiy. Muchi depenids on the improveniient of the edulca-tion in the village scblool, and on a turai being gyiveni to its t.eachiine whichi 'viiopen the eyes of the children to the sign ilicance and heaty of surriouniiaîgi nature.The country child bas naany great aoatae f îvbiel the town-hred ehild isunbllapjuily dleprived, lut these advatitages wvill niot be uised or apprcciated unilessthe teacher Iiianseif re-ilizes and seizes theun. -We are giad, therk-fure, to note theterim: o)f priiise iu whiielh somne of Your ll[ajesty's Inispectors speakz of the skili andinitelligence of ann of' the country teachers. One of theni specisilly protestsng(ainst " the too prevalent and inisellievous notion that ail tilt vir-tue ani initelli-genc of the nation are coneentrated ili the large tow'ns, anid thiat coluntry schools,as a ruIe, are iiot far remnoved froni iniefficiency." Speaking froni long experience,hoth of toivni and country, lie states that Il the ni berilè of badosehlools hasgrad ual Iy deereased, and that ni y rural sclîools w'ould3 bear cona n ison wvithialy good toivi sebools, iiot onl *y in the quality of their work, but iii the rcalityilnd pe-rine(,nce of their p îinnc

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE PUBLIC SCHOOL§ 0F NOVA-SCOTIA, 1896-97;
.GENERAL SUMMARY.

Pî'ogî'ess cluring, the year ivas general in near]1v ail clepartinents.
teeio itout sehool were reduced from 171 to 15:.

Schools increased froin 2,312 to 2,ê46.
Pupils of ai grades increased fromn 101,032 to ]01.,158.
The aver'age daily attendance increased at a magre rapid rate, the-54,015 of the "previons year haýing become 54,922, indicatirag an iiicreased

attendance every day at sehool of :m907.
The number of teachea's increased from 2,312 to 2,346 ; but mueh.more promising for, the future of education, the '«Normal trained teacliersincî'eased.at a higher rate, the 690 of last year having become 7.52.
The numibers of trained teacl:ers einployed in the sclaools of theprovince du ring cach of the, la.st five years are as follows:

1893. 1891. 1895. 1898. 1897.
403. 499. 616. 690. 752.

This shows that gently but surely ive are rnakingr steps in the direc-tion of ail the leading educational countries of the tworld 'vhich. havealready anade professional training of a very thorough character neces-sary for' ail teachers. Our nethod of options appears to, be well enoughadapted to our pî'e-znt stage of developmient. It gives a chance yet,with out any rajtiirtions, to the impecunious student to earn money forhsadvancenent to some profession ; but it is also givingr a chance to thetrained teacher to remain in the teaching profession. Tiaat this chan.geis goingr on su gradually and -smoothly is the iaighest praise for themethod. This programme *ill have to l'un for' nany yeaa's at, this rate,howeveî', befoa'e wle shall be in this respect in the position of the ]eading
States of Europe and America to-dayt3.


