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) me of thcse characters become highly untrustWorthy, though
hey may hold good throughout other groups. It is often quitc

,mosbeto decide their values corrcctly without the aid of
iïhe reproductivc and early-stage characters to guide us in the
i&natter of close relationships. An intricately interrelated system
Îpf specialization in external adult anatomy has resulted in pro-
ýàucing in distinct stock forms which closely approach each other
Iln external characters. This was not realized until the investi-
gation of the reproductive and earlv-stage characters had con-

iderably progrcssed.
Until this work was well undcr way no one could interpret the

encra as they actually exist, and ail generic work was largely
ucss-work. Even at the present time muscoid genera as they
ommonly appear in the literature are in numerous cases
omplexes of widely different stocks. Forms belonging to
istinct families have for a century been classed as
ongeneric, and the external differences bttween them are some-
imes so inconspicuous that careless workers have even pronounced
hem conspecifle. These facts serve to cr.iphasize the invaluable
id to be derived from the reproductive and early-stage characters,
nd the necessity for taxonomic manipulation of the superfamily
y means of smaller groups than families, subfamilics, tribes,
nd subtribes.

The following tabular summary will be useful. It shows
he known main differentiations of the female reproductive system,
ggs and first-stage maggots in !the eleven muscoid families here
ecognized, exemplified by grnup-units. The group-unit consists,
s aiready stated, of the typic genus plus the atypîc genera which

belong with it, and is a division of the subtribe.
Its ending is ioe, which is added to the moot of the name of

Its typic genus.
1. Elongate macrotype eggs deposited

subcutaneously without incuba-
tion, no uterus-Phasiiee.

1. PRAS11D) - 2. Flattened subovate macrotype eggs
deposited supracutaneously with-
out incubation, no uterus-Ecto-
phasiiae, Trichopodiae, Xanthome-
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