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The Christian population of Il -dia is now doubling itself every ten
years, and every chiangej of ratio is ail incroaso of thant ratio. And whiat
is true of India rnay be reasonably uîiticipated, for the future throughi-
out the missionary world. as a whiole, if wo give duie we-ighxt to thie mu-
nificent, equipnieîît of agencies and preparatory occupancy of posts SO
ably summarized by Mr. Jolinston.

COMPARATIVE ONRAS F IIELIGIOUS SYSTEDIS.
WVe hiave glidcd into anothier phase of. theo question stated by Mr.

Johunston iii the caption of one of his cliapters, thius :"'The great
heatiien ailid Moýlltnirledanii systems of religion are net only increasîng
their adiierents by the ordiinary birthi-rate, but are ycarly making far
more converts tlmni our Christian missions." As Mr. Jolinston dos
not promise furtilcr information on thlis speciflo topie, wve are left to
deal wvith the general statements of the chapter. A statement like this
nleeds examination in dotail, and fromn the title of thec book it is fair to
confinu our examination te the century past. As 'Le China, BtiddhwmFil,
Cenfucianism, and Taoism, have dividud. tlic population among thlem,
and as ne man is wholly of cithier iii China, it seems diffieîîlt to sec wlhat
room thiere lias been for couverts. Thecy hiad the wlhole, and except the
Chiristian community represented by 31,000 Pi'otesbint eoimmunicants,
the increase of Roeman Cathiolic Chiristians, and pnobably some acces-
sions by Islam on tijeir westurn borders, tlîey liawe th~e whiole yet. If
the incerease by birthi-ratu Uc not establislied, it sceins difficuit to estab-
lish an increwsu ut ail witliiii thio bounds of the en.,)ire. Japan m.nay
be plaeed in the tamc category. ]?uddlhism lias been disestablishied
of late, and, uuless a birdh-ratu, inicreatso is proven, the case probably faîls
to the grounid. Sucli is the iiifl tieco of Western Chiristian civilization
that it is possible that Chiribtiaiiity niay anly day Le estab.lislied as tlie
naticual religion. l idapoe hr sn udimccp unie
and Ceylon's population is too iliconsiderable to enter into these broid
estimates.

Brahimanism-or ratlier ilinduisin, a mucli broadvr termn-has made
encroacliments on ýsoniu of the aiJoriginal tribus by social absorpic or
by a sort of religous aucretion. It is liot, a niis:sàinary religion, anC., its
accessions are by marriage, or by thue excliange of a popular fetisli for
soîne popular deity of thlluîîditu Pantlîeon. The total evangelistic task
of the chiurcli is not inecreased by sucli sociatl iiiaig(anittieni, as fiese bll
tee locscly to Braliinanism to m nziko iA more difficuit to couvert tlicm
from, Hindu idolatry tliail it was froîn Draiiini dernonolatry. Thien
the aggregate accessionls to lliiidui..iii cannlot Uc known, for if the total
increase of the population bc eveni 10 pur cent. witliin the decade, it
would be diffleuit teowi what dudtutioiin ust bc made fir incrcased
longevity and othier iteunîs, sucdi as liew territory ulow first included iii
the census, or tule 'iluuonîplutuilss of itzitiàtics ten yuars ago. Ter iem
littie room to coustruot an argument eiflier way.

Not as a mattjir of logic, but. as a curiou8ly interesting item, we quote
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