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the king.  Efforts to save them proved vain, and three of them were
subjected to fearful tortures and then put to death. Their arms were
cut off, they were bound alive to a scaffolding, a fire was kindled
beneath, and they were slowly roasted to death ! Mark the miracle
wrought by this gospel in these hearts so lutely turned from dumb
idols or seuseless fetishes to serve the living God.  Mujasi, the captain
of the body guard, with his men stood mocking their long and hotvible
agonies, as their Saviour was mocked before them. They were biilden
to pray to Isas Masiya—dJesus Christ—and ree if Ile would come down
and deliver them.  But in these lowly lads, with their dark skins, there
was a heart made white in the blood of the Lamb, and the spirit of the
martyrs burned within, while the fires of the martyrs burned without ;
and so they praised Jesus in the flames, and sang songs to Him, until
their tongues, dried and shriveled in the heat, could no longer z+ticu-
Jate ¢ Killa siku tunsifu :”
Daily, daily sing to Jesus ;
Sing, my soul, His praises due:
Al He does deserves our praises,
And our deep devotion, too.
For in deep humiliation,
He for us did live below ;
Died on Calvary’s cross of torture,
Rose to save our souls from woe.™

The hearts of Mr. Mackay and his fellow-workers were ¢ breaking ™
with anguish ; but they could not but rejoice at such triumphs of grace
And one of the executioners, struck by the wonderful fortitude of these
three lads, their faith in God and their hope of a life beyond, and their
evident hold on an unseen Power to which he was a stranger, came and
besought that he might be taught to pray as they had done.

These martyr fires and martyr deaths did not fill other converts with
dismay. Mwanga threatened any who dared to adopt the faith of the
white men, or evm to frequent the missivn premises, with death in the
fires ; but the converts continued to come to Jesus neverthetess. The
Katikiro found that the community was so pervaded by this new
religion that, if he continued to prosecute, he might harc to accuse
chiefs, and overturn the whole social fabric ! In fact, Mujusi began to
meet rebuffs when he undertook to ferret out disciples and bring them
to r unishment, and Nua, & man who boldly went te court and confessed
that he was a Christian, was sent home in peace.

Subsequently Mr. Mackay and his fellow-laborers were in daily
peril of their lives, and persecution broke out afresh ; but the converts
held fast the beginning of their confidence steadfast unto the end, and
though #hirty-two were burned alive in one awful holocaust, upon one
funeral pyre, conversions did not stop, nor could the heroic disciples
be kept from open confession of Christ. in face of the smoking embers
of those martyr fires.




