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tning slow or duil ýbut happy and contented.
Method helps the mnemory, and tends to do away
with habits of forgetfulness. It fosters anibiti-
ous tendencies leading to the fulilinent of the
brightest and most lofty aspirations.

In the hurrv and haste of to-day anI tinme sav-
ing appliances arc at a premium. Past experi-
ence and present necessity point with iniperative
signîficance to method as the mneans xvhereby
the greatest an1d most satisfactory inount of
work inay be performed in the least.possible trne
Let us then of ail things bc niethodical.

SIR WALTER SCOTT.
A POET ANI) NOVELIST.

Scott, Byron and Dickens form a trio o! par-
ticular mferit. 0f Dickens, a receht nu--
ber of the London Times speaks thus : -''West-
ininister Abbey is the peculiar resting place o!
English literary genius; and among ail those
-w.-hose sacred dust lies there, or wvbose narnes
are recorded'on the wva11s, very few are more
worthy than Charles Dickens of sucli a home.
Fewer stiil, wve believe, will be regarded with
more honor as tinie passes and bis greatness
grows upon us." Lord Byron showvn -An the re-
gion of poesy, and no better eulogy to his rnen-
ory and ability can be found than in Macaulay's
essay on this poetic genius of the first quarter of
the i9th century. But both in the regions o!
poctry and prose doesWalter Scott wvin laurels.

Granted tliat Dickens is the superior o!
Scott as a nuo'elist, stl we dlaimn that the dif-
ference is radier one of kind than degree. Look,
for instance, at wvhat Sir Walter lias donc for
Scottish history. Before his tixue, wvith the ex-
ception o! the parts retating to, Wallace, Bruce,
Queen Mary and one or two others, it wiil fot
be far froin the truthi to say that Scotland did
flot know its owvn history. \Vhat wvas possess-
ed wvas merely a confusi.d maîs o!
antiquinriatn relics. But passing aniong thiese
remnains, by his keen inisight, patient researcli
and wonderfu"ý genius, there lias been suchi a
sbaking of dry bories that ini bis noveis 0Wd
Scotia seeins to live again.Those ghosts o! dead
wvarriors that hiover around the wvell-fouglit fields
lie bias caused to take form and taste again the
wvi1d delighits o! battle.

But on the other liaiid wbat. relation doe; lie

sustaîn to Byron, the third of this notable trio.
In poetry Byron is said to excel; l«t us consider
briefly thîs verdict. In description Byron is un-
doubtedly superior; but look at bis meditations,
bis soliloquies. 'Everything is tainted, a!most
withered, by that egotistical morbidness which
ht. seenis unable, or unwilling, to conceal. Each
stanza setins +9 say: :-' I, Lord Byron, amn here
represented; a maan hunted to death, hated and
despised by ail others, suffe!-ing untoid agonies
alone; estranged froin, ry nativ'e land; loving
none, ioved by none,and hated by ail.' This is
sufficient. Clearly with mnuch that is good there is
inuch that is neariy disgusting. Let us read soine
of Séýtt's description of Scottisb scenery. 'With
ail the freshness of those highland his, those
nestiing, hiaif-hidden valleys, those clear crystal
lakes depicting bc.neath. their piacid wvaters a
second scene, thîs beauty of nature is presented
to us witliout a tinge of personality. It is a de-
scription of natural scenery and tI'at alone. It
is partlv in consideration of this feature of his
poetry that his popularity as a .poet wvas secur-
ed. Moreover lie started on a new train of
thought and adopted a new style of writing,
He attcmipted to revive the chivairous po-etry of
our carlier age, and in bis 'Lay of the Last Min-
strel' we have a romance of chivalry, the charmn
and natural flavor of wliose verse, coupled with,
the iinteresting narrative, attract and invaraâbly
retain the attention of the appreciative reader.
In bis descriptions of battie he is equally success-
fui. Seldom do- wc meèt with finer inîagry, or
passages more striking and gran~d than those on
the battte of Flodden in bis second great poemn
'Marniion.' For over two hiundred lines and
more, in describing that fatal day, the inusic of
the numbers gives us one grand antheni, fuil-
toned and harnionious,- a long continuied hurst
of nieiody.

A WATER LILY.

0 star- on the heartof the riv'er
0 niarvel of b1oomn.and gra-ce!
Did ybu f ail straight, down frofn 1Heaven,
Out of the swectest place?
You are whbite as the thoughit of an angel,
Yov'r heart is stceped in thc suni;
Did you grow in the golden -citv,
My fairand radiant one?'
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