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Mohiammedan, Jev, and Chriitian alike,
fastens the samie charge of idolatry upon
the theist or deist of every age and climie,
as being the îvorshipper of an idol-not
made wvith hands, it is true, but roanufac-
tured by the human brain. His wvords are,
that man has 'made ail Gods, and shall
unmake them.' Prof. Clifford's contention,
no doubt, would be that the five senses~
give no more evidence of a God existing, in
space, than they do of a God existing tin

the wafer of the Catlîolic mass. He %vould
probably say that, in both cases, tlie super-
stition or imagination (that is, the belief)
of the worshipper equally projects God imb
the object outside lus mmid, whether that
object be thle material bread or the inateriai
universe. According to the Guardian, the
'belief' of Moses, of the Jewvishi high-priest,
of the Trinitarian, the Christian, and the
theist or deist, makes no difference in the
nature of the act of worship, performed by
'them, and ought flot to influence our esti-
mate of themn, or the language wvhicli we
use towards theni. In short, to adopt the
Guardian's own illustration, every marn
who makes a false statement is a liar, no:1 matter how firmly lie may believe inth
truth o'f w'hat hie says ; and every mari
whose ideas as to the modes in %vhich the
Deity manifests f{itself, differ froni those
of the editor of the Gitardian, is an idolater.
Does argumentation of this character really
cali for any -more formai refutation than

mereiy to strip it of ail disguise and shew
it in its naked -«'eormit-y? I thinknfot.

The editor of the Gueardiaiz is no doubt
aware that, during severai centuries, ueni-
versai Christendoni believed, as an integral

j and vital part of its religion, that the bread
j in the mass uvas God, or that God wvas

present in it. Does hie then stigmatise thue
Christianity of that age as idolatry, and
brand as idolaters the wvhole body of Chris-
tians who then lived, inciuding, such men
as Roger Racon, Duns Scotus, Aquinas,
Chaucer, Leonardo da Vinci, Michel An-
gelo, Copernicus, Savonarola, Sir Thomas
More, and St RXavier; including also rnost
of the leading reformers, such as Luither
and Melanthou, wvho niaintained, under
the name of consubstantiation or iniF ia-
tion, the doctrine that, 'after consecratioa,
the body and blood of Christ are substan-
tially present in the bread and %vine; a
belief embodied, ivitha little or no variation,

in the Augsburg, Westminster, and other
Protestant Confessions, as well as in the
t!i irty-ni ne Articles, a document accepted
wvîth certain limitations by Methodists
theniselves. Wesley himself believed in
the Re.il Presence, and consequently, by
the Guardian's she'ving, was an idolater in
theory, ai-d wvas kept frorn becomning one
in practice, only by flot acting ont his pro-
fessed be lief, as hie oughit to have clone.
The duty of every Christian is to worship
G)d wherever, in feeling after Hinu, lie finds
Him ; and if Wesley fouind Himn really
preseni in the consecrated bread and wine,
hie ought to have worshipped Him there.
Thi- whole Christian world, then, being
gî-ven o>ver to ' idolatry ' for several cen-
turies preccding tlie year i500 or there-
abouts (indeed, the doctrines of the Real
Presence and Transubstantiation ni.y be
traced back to Irenoeuis, Justin Martyr, and
other Christian ,Fathers of the second cen-
tury), will the editor of the Guardian be
kind enough to tel'. us what, during those
centuries, had become of the Christian re-
ligion; uvhich ive have been in the habit of
faiicying, has descended to us in an urbroken
streani from. Christ and his Apostles.? Per-
lhaps lie will say tlîat Christiantity contintied
to exist, though ini a corrupt forma. But
the question is not one of nuere corruption.
The comniandnuent, 'Thou shaît have none
other gods before nme,' is an essential part of
Christianity, aiud an idolater, by vio-
lating that commiandment, ipsofacto ceases
to be a Churistian. Thue argument c>f the
Guardian, then, commits it- to the position
that Cluristianity had no existence during
several centuries prior to the year i5oo,
and tluat the three hutndred million mnem-
bers of the Roman Cathoiic, Greek, and
Luth eran Churches nrw living in the worid,
besides an important section of the Angli-
can Church, are flot our felloiv-Cliristians.
And this is Christian charity, as exempli-
fied in oneC of Ôur leading religious journals
in this nineteenth century after Christ!1

-Whoever does or reads or writes ail hie
means to do or rtad or write during a
seasoxi of leisure? How discontentedly
do we often survey the contents of a littie
iibrary wve take with us on a holiday excur-
sion,-the Wordsworth we meant to, study,
the volumes of Ruskin or Carlyle we meant
to dream over, but which have perhaps
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