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so that the run was only 53 days and the gold recovery
$44,944. The 1904 scason is reported to have resulled in a
recovery of about $00,000. The run was 83 days, so that an
average of more than $1,000 per day was obtained. One of
the directors of the company visited the mine Jast seasom,
and before his return to Toronto he was reported to have
told an interviewer that in his opinion the company will have
to spend $200,000 or $230,000 more to secure an additional
water supply neceded, and thought it probable this outlay
would be provided for.

There are other hydraulic enterprises in the Quesnel sec-
tion, but no information has been received concerning them.
It is reported that dredging is to be tried on Horsefly river.
Reports were pubiished last autumn of new placer diggings
having been found on one of the upper branches of the
Horsefly, but there could not have been much gold obtained
there or by this time more would have been heard about it.
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MINERAL PRODUCTION IN 1904.
(By E. Jacobs.)

HERE does not seem to be any room for doubt that the

mineral production of British Columbia in the year

1904 reached the highest total value of any year in the

history of mining in the province. In 1901 the 1otal was

$20,080,730, but in both 1902 and 1903 it was a little short of

$17,500,000. A carefully prepared estimate of the year just
closed gives a total of about $21,000,000.

The value of the several minerals produced, calculated at
New York average prices for the yecar less the usual deduc-
tions, is, approximately, as under. The corresponding figures
for 1903 are shown for purposes of comparison:

1903. 1004
Gold—Placer.... .. .. .. .. ..$1,000,420 $1,141,000
Gold—Lode.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4812616 35,123,000
Total Gold .. .. .. .. .. ..$5873,036 ,264,000
Silver.. .. .. o ..o o0 L. L. 1,521,472 1,368,000
Copper .. . v iv eh i eh il ol 4547535 4,540,000
T P s W AT Y 1,415,000
Zinc and Iron .. .. v vt vt v vieen 100,000
Total Metallic .. .. .. .. ..$12,031,787 $14,217,000
Coal .... .. e et e ee ea e .. 3,504,582 5,004,000
Coke .. .. .. .o v oo il .0 S2p13 1,362,000
Building materials .. .. .. .. .. 531,870 530,000
Totals.. .. .. .. .. .. ..$17,495,954 $2x,x33,060

(Note.—~Zinc and iron, if any, in 1903 were included in total
of building materials, ctc.)

Production by districts was as follows :—

) 1903. 1904
Cariboo.. .. «v .. oLl Ll Ll LB 473,200 $ 500,000
Cassiar .. .. .. .. .. ot oe ol o 480,368 520,000
East Kootenay .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,051,128 4,313,800
West Kootenay .. .. .. .. .. .. 6,430,081 6,260,600
Lillooet .. .. .. .. .. oL o0 ol 31,283 23,000
Yale .. .. .. .. o0 ov ov oe L. 3707552 4,025,920
Coast (Mainland, Vancouver Isl-

and, ete.) .. .. v oe e el . 3,810,572 1,431,700
Miscellancous .. .. .. .. .. .. 531,850 550,000

Totals .. .. .. oo ov vl . . .$17,495,054 $21,133,000

. Quantitics of minerals produced are shown in the follow-
ing table:—

1903. 1904.

0zs. ozs.
Gold—Placer .. ..o, vt vt i .. 53,021 57,030
{Gold—Lode.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 232831 251,135
Total Gold.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 235852 313,185

SHVEr civt e ve e ve ee e ee .. 2,900,204 3,505,805
1bs. 1bs.

Copper . vt e e be ee ve vl .234,359,921 36,088,580

Lead o0 oo vt v ve v ov on . ..18,080,283 37,000,000
Tons. Touns.

Coal .. .. v vt vt vv ve v oo L108,104 1,668,000

Coke vv vv v ee vt v ve oh ve os 103,543 272,400

An examination of the figures in the first of the foregoing
tables shows that gold increased $390,000 (placer $30,000 and
lode $310,000), silver $377,000, lead $723,000, coal $1,500,000,
coke $334,000 and miscellanecous minerals $118,000, while cop-
per lost $7,000. In view of the fact that more than $2,000,000
of this gain of $3,600,000 was made by coal and coke, it is plain
that much of the improvement is largely attributable to in-
creased production of coal, and not solely to the adventitious
aid given by the granting of the lead bounty, though that
certainly has contributed to an important extent by increas-
ing the output of silver-lead ores to the advanced position
now occupied by mineral production.

In lode gold, copper, coal and coke, the quantity produced
in 1004 was not reached in the province any previous year,
but in placer gold and silver some years have scen a much
larger quantity, while in 1900 and 1901 lead Iargely exceeded
the output of last year. .

Gold —The increase in placer gold came from the Cari-
boo and Quesnel divisions oi Cariboo district, and from the
Atlin division of Cassiar. At Quesncel, the Consolidated Hy-
draulic Company recovered about $90,000 as against less than
$45.000 in 1903, while the estimate for Atlin shows am in-
crease of $60,000, which is much below some estimates made
by mining men down from that ficld for the winter. Much
of the increase in lode gold is ciedited to the Similkameen,

. where the owners of the Nickel Plate mine and mill joined

the producers last year.

Silyer~The increase in silver came from East Kootenay,
the St. Eugene mine. after three-years' jdleness, having re-
sumed operations, consequent on the granting of the lead
bounty. Its silver output was about 340,000 ounces. A
larger production of this metal by the Slocan mines was
tooked for. but various rcasons prevented this expectation
being realized. The Siiver Cup Mines, Ltd,, started its sil-
ver wmill late in the spring, and produced an appreciably large
quantity of silver from dump ores, which took the place of
production from ores of higher grade shipped the previous
year to the smelters.

Capper—~There was an enlarged output of copper both in
the Boundary and on Vancouver Island. The increase in the
former district was not proportionate to the Iarger tonnage
of ore smelted, showing that the low costs of mining and
smelting there are admitting of ores of even lower grade than
herctofore beiny mined and smelted. On Vancouver Island
the Tyee Copper Company's works at Ladysmith were kept
going nearly all the year, but those at Crofton were shut down
carly in the spring for lack of ore to treat. The Tsland smelt-
ers feel keenly the cffcct of the competition of the smelter at
Tacoma, Washington, which has for somec time past had
contracts with British Columbia coast mines that take away
from the local works a tonnage of ore that, had they it, would
do much to keep them running the year through. The aver-
age price of clectrolytic copper in 1904 was about 1234 cents,
as against nearly 131 in 1903

Lead—The tonnage of muetallic lead—about 13.500 tons—
falls far short of that anticipated as a result of the granting
of the bounty of $i5 per ton on lead mined and smelted in
Canada, up to an annual output of 33.000 tons. This, how-
ever, is chiefly attributable to the unusually dry season and
the conscequent shortage of water, which prevented the con-
centiating mills from being operated more than about half
time. The output of the St. Eugence minc alone would, under
ordinary conditions in this respect, have made up more than
half this deficiency, which is not expected to oceur in 1903.

Zinc—The mining of zinc is at last becoming practicable
at 2 profit. It occurs in the Slocan mines in large quantitics,
freely intermixed with lead, so that the mining of these two




