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W}NNIPEG, SEPTEMBER 24, 1898.

CROPS AND PROGRESS.

S\;fﬂcient progress  has now been
made with tie thresling of the crops
to indicate what the result will be.
It pow appears that previous esti-
sape3 have been under the mark.
Wijlle the growth of straw was
rather light this year, the weather
was most favorable for filling out the
hends to the best advautage. In pro-
portion to the growtluof etraw the
lipads are long, heavy and filled $o the
tops. Threshing returns show that
some apparently poor looking crops
are ylelding surprisingly well. Taken
all around, the crops this year wiil
prove good, and certainly vastly bet-
ter than last year.

Since threshing
come In, it is evident that the pro-
vingial government’s August estimate
ol the wheat crop is a very moderate
one, The officlal estimate was 17.41
bushels per acre, on am av.erage of 1,-
488,282 acres, making a total cropof
25,913,155 bushels. Last year's final
officlal estimate was 14.14 bushels
per acre, on an area of 1,290,832 acres
making a total crop of 18,261,950
bush. These {igures axe for the prov-
ince of Mauitoba alone. and do not in-
clude thic grain districts i the Ter-
ritories. To begin with, we have an
increase In the wheat area this year
of about 200,000 acres, besides a con-
siderable increase v the area of other
important_crops, making by far the
largest crop area.ever grown.in Man-
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ftoba. The officlal preliminary ostf-
nate of the yleld this year is 3.27
bushels per acre greater than the
final estimate of last year. It Is now
admitted that the preliminary osti-
mate this year ls too low.\ Manager
Thompson, of the Ogllviec Milling Co.,
says this estimate will e exceeded by
over 7,000,000 bushels, or in other
words. that the wheat crop will ex-
ceed ‘that of last year by about eight
bushels per acre.: While some dis-
tricts suffered from drouth, and are
only producing a moderate crop,
there are other large areas In which
the crop.is extra good. Altogether,
the quantity of wheat available for
shipment from NManitoba and the
Territories will be the largest on re-
cord, and exceeding that of last year
by twelve or fifteen million bushels.
The quality of the crop is also very
good, 50 far as lnspection returns
of new wheat show. A comparisonof
quality with last year is not al falr
test, as the last wheat crop was ex-
ceptionally fing and uniform in qual-
ity. _While this crop cannot Lo ex-
pected to reach last.senson’s average,
it is showing good quality, grading
mostly No. 1 and No. 2 hwrd and No.
1 northern, all high grades. The
wheat crop o the territories is esti-
mated at 6,000,000 to 8,000,000 bush-
els

While the wheat crop is turning out
much better than for the past two
years, there is even a greater differ-
ence in the yleld of other graiws, com-
pared with the two previous years.
The crops of- oats and barley will bo
almost double that of either of the
two preceding years. Many of our
farmers haye had to buy feed during
the papt year, but for the next year
there wili be abundance of everything.
What this means in & country so
largely dopendent on agriculture can
only be surmised by those familiar
with the situation. It certainly in-
dicates that a prosperous future is be-
foro us. During the past two years
of comparatively light crops, the couun-
try has made very satlslactory prog-
TS,

The country 15 now in very diffes-
ent shape from wlat it was o fow
yoars age. Farnmers ara nop now de-
pendent on cxoys alone.  During re-
cent ypars we hove developed an im-
portant dairying industry, and have
also established an Important esport
live stock industry. ‘These arc fea-
tures which have added greatly to the
wealth of the country. The bountiful
crop of 1848 will give ws a dig boost
on the road to further growth and de-
velopment.

That the country has made even
rapid progress during the past- two
years of comparatively Hght crops,
can bo shown in several ways. The
laxgo increapo in the aredy of land un-
dar cultivation Is one unmistakable
proof of progress. Ralway construc-
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tion at prepent going on in tho exten.
slon of six differentt railway lues in
Manitoba alone, is anothor important
ovidenco of progress. Besldes these
grain distriet raihways, wo have the
rallwvays building in the mining sec-
tions, bordering the pralrie regions
both east and west. The development
of these mining districts promises
great things for Western Camwuda. An-
other evidence of progress, elhowing
growth In our agricultural popula-
tion, I the Increaso in sales of farm
lands.  Sales of fayrm lands, as shown
by the returns of the Jand companies,
have shown a gremarkable Increase
during the past three years., In 1897
the increase In sales by the Canadian
Pacific raflway land department was
ovar 10() per cent, the number of acros
fold being 199,481, compared with
87,875'in 1896. Tp dato this year the
gain 5 much greager thau in 1897,
the sales to the end|{of last month be-
g three times what they were for
the same period of last year.

Business at Vancouver,

. Sept. 19, 1898.

New Westminster's misfortuns has
stimulated Vancouver ctrade, as all
supplies for the new stores for jm-
mediate use lwive keen purchased from
the jobbing houses here while vhe price
of labor has gone up with a bound,
carpenters refusing to work under
$+ a day. and they avre very scarce at
that. Dhe ge loss at Westiminster
has rudely reminded those uwnderinsur-
ed in British Columbin to bestir them-
selves and fire insurance companies
are kept busy at their offices without
going to the trouble of hustling for
business, and the new premiums  w.ll
lelp the Insuramce companies very
materially ln  paying their heavy
losses. A oy v [

‘Shipping l:as been very active this
week Numerous Klondike boats are
returning Joaded with passengers and
a pood quangity of treasure, whlle t):o
oat-going and Oriental and Austral-
ian boats have [had full cabin :p°
steerage lists @and compliments of
freighit.

British Columbia Fires.
. C. Correspondence.)

The all absorblug topic of conver-
sation in trade cireles is still the New
Westmluster fire, now that theshock
is over, and people have time to think
mtionally, it is acknowledged an all
sides, that but for the heavy losses
of smali dealers, the fire was not al-
together disastrous. The large es-
tablishments were well insured and the
agent of the Sun Life, o compauy hold-
ing adbout a quarter of a milion on
nortgages on business property, says
that ‘while deploring the catactrophe
and attendant suffering, he could not
regret the fire as it directly Lore upon
the company’s business, ns the Sun
Life wvas amply insured, and the mort-
gages were not profitable; as the city
did not go ahead as quickiy as antici-
pated. As-a matter of fact, West-
minster; the most beautifully Jocated
and the handsomest centre on the
coast, had bullt ahead of herself, and
although it is sad to think of the de-
struction of six blocks of stone and
brick bujldings in the business .heart
of the city, It was au open secret,



