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MR. JOHN McELDERY.

We take great pleasure in presenting to our readers the
following sketen, which we take from the fast issue of the Cana-
dian Gracer, of Mr. John McEldery, whois one of the best known
Catholics of Guelph. Edueated in the Separate Schouls, he is
a bright example of what these schuols do i the way of secular
sswell as relighous training. A consistent Catholic he commands
the esteemn and respect of all ereeds, and is ever foremost in
works of charity and benevolence.

Prominent nmong the most successful retail merchants of
Canada, stands J. 1. McEldery, proprietor of the noted tea
store, No. 2, Day's Block, Guelph, Ont  The question is often
asked. Do retail men make money? A glance at Mr. McEldery’s
business career not only answers the,question in the aflirinative,
but gives a word of encouragement, and a few pointers to youny
men starting out in life.

The subject of this sketch was born in Toront. in 1848.  His
father, Mr. E. McEldery, was a prominent dry goods merchant
at that time, and afterwards filled the lmportant position of
emigrant agent for Upper Canada. Mr. McEldery moved to
Guelph with his parents in 61, He was educated in the separ
ate schools of the city, and at the age of 15 entered the employ -
ment of JTuwmes Massie, now warden of the central prison, then
wholesale and retail grocer in Guelph.  While there the young
man laid tho foundation of his future business earcer, which
has been so successful.  After mastering the details of the busi-
ness, at the age of 20 he went into business for himself with a
capital of S300, bached up with good habits, guod health, and a
determination to succeed. His motto was * There is room at
the top.”” T twenty years he has earned a competency and is
yet in the prime of life.  He established his credit by meeting
his engagements promptly and by applying every available
dollar on open accounts and uotes maturing, never keeping
money in the bank that he owed any man.  As the name of the
store would indicate, Mr. McEldery paid special atiention to
teas. In fact he made them his leading line, and let the con-
sumer know it in every legitimate way.  He was, and still is,
noted far and near for his choice blends, and is a firmbeliever in
& liberal and judicious use of printer’s ink to let the people
know what he has to sell.

He subscribes to all the first class trade journals, keeps him-
self well posted on everything pertuining to his business, and is
recoguized as a close buyer and a first class judge of goods.
The following are some of the clements that tended to his suc-
cess: Love of work, system and order, the will that to-day’s
work be done to-day, treating-all customers alike—a child beiry
able to transact business as satisfactorily as an adult—waiting
on as many customers as possible himself and recognizing them
all in sume way, never speculating outside of his own business,
selling good gouds and insisting that they be well kept.

Mr. McEldery took a genuine interest in the welfare of his
employees, always doing what he could to assist them, and has
the satisfaction of secing most of his former men in pliaces of
trust. He gets credit for turning out more commercial travellers
than any other retail man in Ontario and is proud of that credit.
Among others prominent on the road, who were schooled in Mr.
McEldery’s store nre: R. W. Gowanlock with Perkins, Ince &
Co., J. A. McCrea with Davidson ani Hay, John Hayden with
Sloan & Crowther, E. McEldery with a New York house.

While Mr. McEldery has declined all overtures to enter muni-
cipal politics, he has taken a lively interest in all that pertains
to the welfarc of the city.  On account of his good business tact
and exccutive ability, he has réndered valuable services to the
Guelph and Ontario Loan Society, of which he is a dircctor.
He is also & member of the council of the Buard of Trade and
acted as secretary last year. He takes a special interest in the
Retail Grocers’ and Bakers' Association, of which he was one of
the prime movers, and the association has recognized his services
by electing him president for this year.

Mr. McEMery is a strict temperance man, and a leader]in all
moral movements and educational matters, acting as trustee and
secretary of the Separate Sehool Board.  He isa firm believer
in life insurance, and acts as city agent for the Mutual Life
Insuranee Co., of New York, earrying a large amount on hisown
life. Tle believes an endowment policy the begt investinent a
roung wian can mahe. e is mannied to the cldest daughter of
ex-mayor John Harris of the city and has two children,

The growth and prosperity of the fair inland eity in which Mr.
McEldery has pursued his carcer are due to the sum of efforts
made by those of its etizens who are of his stamp,  He belongs
to that useful class of men whose acemmulations represent enter-
prise that his benefited his community as much as himself.  The
extent to which his nameas a trader is known through the
country surrounding his city is as great as that of any business
wan in Guelph, and he has hdped ina large degree to vlace
that district under tribute to Guelph trade, the merit of his
gouds, the honesty of his dealings and the attractiveness of his
store having made his stand on its own aceount, a place to which
a very large body of outside castom gravitates.  This brought
people te Guelph who had no other primary motive to come (o
Guelph, but who lbemng there would have sceondary objects
pressed upon their attention, and would buy in other lines from
other dealers.  Thus his business was an agencey in the building
up of the fine warket Guelph has to day. A man who has
trained so many men for the soad gives signal evidencee in that
record alone of a high order of business ability, and the fact that
he 1s loohed to as  commercial futher by those whose business
poners he has helpad to unfold points to personal characteristics
of the utinowt vitlue to business men.  In fact}his personal and
his busiuess chatacter arve inscparable. There are men who are
uthane m social intercourse and brusqae in business. Mr. Mc-
EM 13°s nature is the same m all relations, and tells powerfully
to his advantage in the regard of the people.

A GREAT CATHOLIC ARTIST.

The famous Pohsh musictan, Mademoiselle Janotha, has just been
delighting Loondon audiences by her marvellous skill as a pianist.
This gifted yo my lady has, as might indeel have been oxpected, been
interviewed by a representative of the ol Mall GGazette.  The beauti-
ful daughter of Poland proved herself not only a fearless Catholic,
a fervent patriot, but a shrewed observer of English character and
customs. The reporter thus describes the interview ; ¢ On the marrow
of my wisit Mdlle. Junothu was teaving London to fulfil several engage-
ments in Poland, and aaallusion to her native country at once touched
the chord of her enthusiasm. *Here in London with your gracious
Queen and yonr political happiness.” she exclaimed, ¢ you can have ne
conception of their patient suffering.  But it is the spirit ot nationality
and religion which sustains the people. Our hope has never died;
it1s now chiefly centred, T am afraid, in war between Russia and
Germany, which would give Poland hier opportunity.  Yes, we may
huve some hope in the Russinn people themscehes shiould they suceecd
in obtaining constitutional government. As it is, they are even more
to be mtied than our country.  Then they have such faith 1n God.
There 15 no wnd e classia Poland, only the peasantry and the nobility;
and it is a great sight to see the peasantry on Sundays going to church.
They urc so intelligent, so kindly. and the women folk so picturesquely
dressed with their colored cloaks and kerchiefs.  Why, do you know
that every yvear Mary, the Mother of Goll, is crowned Queen of Poland?
In an old monastery at Cracow there is a pictuze of the Virgin which
was painted by St. Luke. You are incredulous! but believe me, the
preture 1s genuine and authentic. It was brought from Rome some
centuries ago, and every King of Polaud used to lay rich jewels before
the picture for the useof the poor.  Rich and poor go to the mouastery
to sce the picture; and I well remember that as a child I was taken
to see 1t by my godfather, who nas abbot of the monastery. When
ever Mdlle. Jauoiha's nawne is mentioned in socicty it is with something
like reverent awe, for it 1s kuown that she goes to sin o'clock Mass
cvery morning, and dutifully makes the sign of the Cross, before tak-
ing her seat at the piano. Whenever moved by religious ferver Mdlle.
Janotha's low voice wus broken by a tremor.



