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"I'HE ADVANGE UPON COOMASSIE.

TUE BLUE JACKETS IN TUE VAN,

General Sir Garnet Wolscley's victorious
advanco upon tho Ashantecs may bo said to
have begun- onthe mornfog of 27th Decom-
ber, 1873, At 230 that mornir)g Sjr Garhot
proceeded up.country with 276:bluo-jackets
and Marines, forming as it woro thondvanced
?'unrd of the expedition ngainst Coomassic.
This preferenco was given to thosoe afloat in
consequenco of tho active part they had tak-
enin tho Ashanteo war., ‘Tho IHimalaya,
Lumar, and Surmalian were lying off at
anchor, the troops on hoard simply waiting
for the order to disembark. Thut order was,
howaver, to bo deferred till tho 1st of Jan-
uary, 1874, as it was presumed, tho great
leader of the Red River Exepedition wishéd
to commence the year well, ‘The necessary
magazines. &c., having beon formed at Dun.
quah and Mansu, tho wished for orderat
last reached Cape Coast, and at 230 a.m. tho
headquariers and left half battalion of tho
Ltifle Brigade 20d battalion, under the com-
mand of Colonel Warren, disembarked, and
marched up country to. Inquakim, about
seven'miles form Cape Coast. Everything
appeared to favor the advanco—full moon in
tho early morn and no surf—a thing wiich
is of very rare occurrence on the Gold Coast.
On the morning of the 2nd, at the samo

hour, the other half battalion of the Rille.

Brigade disembarked and proceeded up
country. ‘['he advance was thus ‘o be made
by successive, half Lattalions to the front,
each stago being vacated by the one wing of
u regiment as:iho other.marched up. This
no doubt was necessary on account of the
total absence of the roads in the FFantee
country, so much so that the lines of opera-
tion had to be conlined.t0. on» bLush road or
path, which has been cleared and widened
under the superintendence of Licut Gordon,
98th Regiment, to the oxtent of 120 feat,
Yor this service and hLis untiring exe: tion in
overy way, this officer has been promoted (o a
Captaincy, .in the §ith Regiment. Great
difticuly was experienced to obiain the ne-
cessary number of carriers for tho Rifle Bri-
gnde.  This régiment had after is over 600
carriers. ‘This number may appear large,
but it was absolutely necessary. Thoe ham-~
mocks (about thirly in number) which fol -
Iowed.each regiment required 240 carriers,
in addition fo tho number reqyuired for the
men’'s and officers’ field kits.

On tho morning of the 3rd January, the
headquartérs and one wing of tne 1lud
(Black Wateh.) under Colonel M-Cleod C.B.,
Janded fiom the hired transpoit Surmaliun
amd marched up, the right half battalion
1anding at the same hour on the morning of
tho 4tlr. The first company of the 42ud
landed in silence but the neat was heeded

by o piper in full Ilightand garb, whoseo-

.martial strains produced an immense sensa-
tion among the natives.

At las came the left hall battalion of the
23rd Fusibers, which landed on tho .noming
of tho 5th at 2 30 a.tn., and marched to the
front, with drum and (ife, band playing, and
goat at the head of the regiment.

1lere, however, difhcultics were encounter
ed, ‘lho lazy, cowandly Fantces, having
ticen tried as soldiers and found worthless,
were as a dernier resort made use as carriers
and somo 5,000 engaged for that purposeat
good puy. Finding tho country clear of the
encmy, however, and themselves in posses.
sion of more rouey than they ever had Le-
fore in theirlives, they began deserting e
masse, 50 that the oxpedition was neatly
brought to a stand stills lu this cmergency

tho soldiors of 18t and 2nd West Judia Rogl-
wmens, (colored) were asked to help, and
cheorfully responded, In this_ way the
troops were cnabled to continuo their
advance, oxcept tho 23rd Fusilicrs, who,
much to their chagrin, wero ordered bacle to
tho Coast to re-embark for want of suflisi
ent carriers. .
‘iho Naval Brigade, mustering 23 oflicers,
183 seamen, 70 Marines and Kroomen and
native cot carriers, under the command of
Captan William U1, Bliko, R. N., after eight
days' marching over tho 76 nnles distance,
arrived at camp on the Prah's banks. What
,is greatly to the ereditofthe Brigadoaudd the
. honor of the naval strength is tlio fact that
|every man marched into camp with his rifle
;and accountrements, and overy carrier also
with his load. This very satigfactory com-
pletion of tho Brignde's first eight days’
,march towards Coomnassio excited the ad
, miration of every one, the average loss sus.
jitained by tho inilitary in_suchra mareh hav-
ting been as much as § per cont., uris-
'ing from: -fulling out from fatiguo or
footsore. ‘l'o obtain this excellent result,
even with our hardy seamen and Marines,
great anxiety and careful watching over the
men's health and comfort had to be given
by Dr. Fegan and his collengues. The Kroo
men and the natives attached to the Brigade
wero treated with'the same caro and atten®
tion that had been given to the blue jackets
and Marines, but in marching alongsuch
vile roads ag thejy havoudone, witli'bare feet
and carrying loads ol 60lb. weight upon
their heads, it can bo eastly imagined tlint
the number of complaints of sore feet were
no! small.

Tho climato on the Prah is described as
mosl decidedly better than at Capé Coast
Castle. ‘The thermometer marks from 82
deg. tc 86 deg. in the daytimoe, and during
the night, at times, it falls to 52 deg. Tho
scenery all through from thie coast has been
most beautiful. Thaq river Prah at thecamp
varies in breadth from 120 ft. to 300 ft. . the
water is véry muddy, but very good after
being liitered. Tho banks are in parls ver-
tical, nt others slop'ng. Lofty tress of avery
shade of green, with a rich undergrowth of
bamboo, banana, &ec, i giegat abundaiice,
give shade andd Leauty to the scene.

‘The sceno 1s a busy one all throughout
theday. At.earliest dawn engincers and
control laborers arc paraded with noise and
confusivn truly inconceivable.
to these, 400 and 500 of Wood'sand Russell’s
regiments aro daily paraded for “fatigues,'”
Ti:e Tower of Babel could have been nothing
to the confusion of toifgues, that here takes
place, where every man tnsists on choitering,
and the tadk is carried on in all the many
variclies and dialects of West Afiican lan.
guages, few understanding each other, the
Luropean officers -understanding nouso of
them. In the midst of this confusion the
men are paraded, tools are issued to them
at the engineer yard, and they are marched
off Ly oflicers to the work for which they
havo been told off—either to clear and level
ground, to fetch building material, or to
build huts, When under the constant
suacrintendenco of, Europeans, these na-
j tlive work really well.and “willingly, but the
,moment the Luropean turns his buck work
jceases.
not make them work. ‘Ihe strain on tho
Luropeans is, therefore, very great. At ten
o'clock the working parties arc brought in
! for mid-day rest, and to cook their meals.
At ono.o’clock they turn out again till even:
ing.

Tho camp of Prahau, which is rapidly as*
suming vast proporlions, was shirred (o its

Iu addition.

Nativo overséets cannot or will.

centro by tho nvrival of the naval Lrigade,
consisting of 250 picked bluo jickots from
Capo Const squadron, Ihoso bLrave fellows
had marchod from Barracoe, soven miles
from hero. I'hoy advancod in porfect order
along:tho road, ono half singing the woll
knowi song, **Whon Johnnie comes march.
ing homo,” tho other hall leaping'step and
chorus to *Jolin DBrown's kmapsack 1s
namber *ninotly two.'” If any- set of nien
avor Jooked adaptedl for hard work the
lithe bodied, soft paced men of the naval
brigado did. = Their frames looked groen,
sapful, and theirfaces as cherry and healthy
that ono could hardly betigvo thoy hind
marclied theough tho eighty miles of ivro -
claimable forest and swamp Betwéen Capo
Coast Castlo and _the Prah- River. Swlors
always march as if marching wero natural to
thom;ns if thoy were nnimated.inen,of joints
and muscles; whilo English saldiers nppear
stift and rigié, mors like walking machines
in comparison.

Tho uniform of the sailora is the naval
blueshirt and- ivido pants, which they uso
on shipboard,while they appeaied somowhat
jrwntier in- their broad "brimmed straw
bats, covered with a canvas cipo fustened
around tho hat by a brown muslin veil. I'ho
naval brigade i3 armed with Saiders.

About 300 of the Second West Indin rogi-
ment arrived under the command of Licu-
tonant-Colonetl Webber, ‘I he Second:West
India regiment consists of coloured soldiers
cnlisted from the negro population of Jam-
aicu, Nassau and- other British settlements.
Phyiscally they are fine, huge fellows, somo
of tusm giants in frame, but us soldiers they
don’t strilko mo favourably. ‘They are faith-
ful, loyal men though, and I suppose are as
ardent 1n Queca- Victoria's cause-as the blus
Jjickets are, nnd no ono can rob them of the
laurels they hwo already acquired:on tlus
campaignin the bush skwmishes of Abr. ~
crampa, Dunquah and Fasus.  But theicap-
pearance contrasted unfavourably with that
of the naval brigade. .

A.memorandum of instructions to the sol
diers wasssud by Sie Gaenet Wolseley. 1
i3 s very olaborate :uocument, and contains
many, useful nnts for guarding againss chim
atic effects, as well as precise directions
for tho manugr of conducting warfare
a couatry such as that through which the
expedition  will pass—**an great forest
of gigantic. trees, with sn undergrowth ol
Lush yurying s thickness,” as the Cou-
mander 1n Chicf deseribes it. e mentions
incidentaily that *the operations beyoud
the L'ral:will last only a few weeks.' Ie thus
concludes ;~

*Soldiers and sailors, remember that tho
black 1.1an holds you in superstittous awo:
be cool; fire low, fire slow, and charge
home, and the more nunerous your cnemy,
the greater wilt bo tho loss inflicted upon
him, and the greater your uonor in defeaung
hlm‘_"

1he bridge.over the Prah was complated
on the 6th January. Lord Gifford, who com.
mand the scouts, had pushed to Essiaman,
12 miles beyond the Prab, and had ashght
skirmish with a few ofthe .cnemy’s scouts
lefp in tho pluce. Somo timo previously
sume Ashanleo Ambassadora: arrived aumd
were detained Lo seo troops marched in, .\
Gatling gun-was fired for their edification,
and though they showed no great surprise
the scene had ovidently been too much for
one of .them, for on returing to quarters M
asigned to them ho blew out lus Lramns
with his own gun. The letter they brought
from tho King stated the return of s
army, aud that his General atiributed tho

soveral lusses it Lind sustaingd to sickuoss,




