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venson finds it expensive and difficult to

horse his Battery, which could only turn |.

out for four-days during the present train-
mg." .

% He informs me that he holds a list of
Subscribers in Montreal for the purchase of
horses for bis battery, which he would hand
over to Government, provided a Field Bat-
tery Branch School of Artillery was estab-
lished at Montreal, which would train driv-
ers for his battery, and horse it when requir-
ed to turn out. I beg to submit the propo-
sal for consideration.” ’

)
“The harness and equijpment were in
- very good order, and Lieut. Col. Steyenson
handies his battery with skill and confi-
dence, The drill was steady, but slow. In
spite of the intelligence of non‘commission-
ed officers and men, who are mostiy me-
chanics of 'a superior class/ their knowledge
of ammunition and its application is defec-
tive, as is the case with all the field batter-
ies I have inspected, except that of Captain
Amyrauld.” ' o
“ Sixteen days in the year being insuffi-
cient, under ordinary circumstances to ac-
quire or keep up a knowledge of artillery, I
recommend thirty'two days—sixteen in
- camp and sixteen at headquarters—if funds
are available tomeet this expenditure,’’
““The field batteries appear main-
ly to depend upon the energy and
skill of their commanding officers,
and to a certain extent upon the
amount of money they are willing to spend.
Ineed not point out’ the inadvisability of
depending on a system in which there 18 no
chain of instructional responsibility. No
officers, non-commissioned officers, or men
of the Montreal Field Battery have attended
the Gunnery School at Quebec, which the
nature of their daily avocations,l am inform-
ed, renders it impossible, nevertheless, 1t
18 essential that a ‘certain proportion of the
ofticers and men of this battery should go
through a short course. If this Battery is to
be armed with modern weapons, as I recom*
mend should be done, I think it would be
well to utilize the 6 pounder gun sleighs in
Btore at Quebec, which could easily be con-
verted to suit the new 8-pounder muzzie-
loading rifle guns at trifling expense, there
being a broad bearing for quoins instead of
.elevating screws,”

SHEFFORD FYELD BATTERY,

% The Shefford Field Battery has lately
been raised by Captain Amyrauld, who ob:
tained a first class certificate in “ B’ Battery
School of Gunnery.”

“ The whole of his officers, non-commis*
sionel officers and men, on joining, were
totally ignorant of artillery; yet he succeed-
ed in imparting foot drill as well as gun
drill, and a fair amount of gunnery, as well
as good discipline, with the assistance” of
Capt. Duchesnay and the non commissioned
officers of *“ B’ Battery School of Gunnery
detachment. This battery was accommo-

_ dated in Barracks at. St. Helen's Island. I
inspected their rooms,and found them clean
and in good order. The conduct of the men
was very good and their phyeique is fine.”

*“ They are mostly farmers from the fron-
tier, owning horses, and admirably suited
for field artilllery. It is hoped they will
200n receive an equipmeént of rifle guns,as it
13 most important that this and the LaBeauce

ttery be made efficient. They are both
on the frontier, and composed of admirable
material—the latter French speaking—the
former an English speaking agricultural

class‘"

[{To be antinued.]

TACTICS OF FIELD ARTILLERY.
R

1n an article published on this subject in
the Broad Arrow of the 30th November,1872,
we remarked upon the difficulty connected
with obtaining reliable °information as to
the minute details of the employment of
artillery in the field. All information which
can be obtained on this important subject
cannot fail to be both valuable interesting,
and we are indebted to the celebrated Aus-
trian military publication edited by Colonel
Baron von Streffleury for some excellent art
icles on *“The New Tactics of Field Artil-
lery.”” These articles were the result of a
prize of £50, offered by  the proprietors ot
this review, for the best essay on this sub-
ject, and as it is one of such great importance
we do not hesitate in presenting our readers
with a translation of them,

Since the adoption of rifled artillery, and
of the metériel appyrtaining thereto, it has
played a part inthreedifferent wars, whence
a great amount of experience has been der-
ived, which has contributed to elucidate all
the questions relating to the tactics of artil
lery, To speak properly. when the war
1870-71 began, one had no longer to hunt
for these tactics ; they had become a doe-
trine which had ‘caused the value of the
new artillery to be brought forward in quite
a characteristic way. Rifled artillery has
become wmdispensable to modern combats;
tactics in“yeneral will find future 1n its em-
ployment and indispensable complement,and
one which it would have asked for in vain
from the smoothbored cannon, or from any
other system which is alone capable of firing
at short ranges. Since the importance ot
muzzle-loading small arms has been acknow
ledged when compared with ‘the Prussian
needle gun, every exertion has been made
to support infantry in an «ffi acious man
ner by means of artillery. With this in
view, the latter must accompany the former
more directly, and strengtnen their action
by as murderous a fire as" possible at the
decisive moment of the fight. TFurther.
experiments having in view the improve
ment of sharpenal or cuse tire must be made
as at present-there is,no other means of em
ploying the latter, except one mkes use
of smoothbored cannon. Fiom the day
when breechloading small arms were adopt-
ed by all the military powers, infuntry tac-
tics have been totally altered; case fire bad to
be given up, and it was immediately under-
stood that the true way to solve the question
consisted in taking proper advantages of the
eminent qualities of the riflod cannon, viz,
its long range and its accuracy of fire.

On the other band, and as a natural con-
sequence of the fire of rifled guns, the idea
was suddenly formed of profiting by their
accurracy at great distances, to place the
artillery in a zone where it would have no
longer anything to fear from the other
arms, whilst continuing to take partin the
fight.

The principles of the new tactics of artil-

| lery have shown the justice of theseideis;

they establish the fact that it is as exaggerat-
ed for the artillery to accompany infantry
into that zone where musketry fire bas all
its efficacy, as to cause artillery to keep
back until it is completely withdrawn from’
the action of the other arms.

Infantry fighting, a3 it ought to be at the
present day, imposes totally new obligations
upon artillery. Formerly, it was the cannon
which paved the way for the columus of
attack ; its intervention was necessary on
account ot the Jimpotence of the infantry
fire. One was salisfied witn the short ranges

of smoothbored pieces, because the extent

of the battle field was in general much smal-
lar than. at present.. Besides which, tho
combatants were assembled in a much more
compact manner, It mustalso be remarlk-
ed that the most essential thing for smooth.
bored cannon was ground as little broken as
possible, and favourable to the acting of the
rolling round shot. Nowadays, when battle
tields cover an immense extent of ground,
the great essential accuracy of fire; on the
other band, the extensive range of the in-
fantry arm, and its murderous effect, obliges
artillery to withdraw itself for the greater
part of the time to ‘that distance where it
will be safe from the efficacious fire 'of small
arms ; at the same time, however, it must
not be too faroff. " IT, then, {hé ipfantryde-
mands that artillery should serve as its sup-
port, it can only ensure under the condition
that_ the efficacy of this arm1 extends over a
much longer space than that of the rifle,

If one;examines with .attention the pro-
gress of the artillery . combst during the
battles of 1870-71, one perceives thiat it de-
velops itself with a certain unifortity from
thé commencement of the action up to that
instant when it terminates, Oune mny say
that artillery performs its part there during
the whole time with an, intense and sustain-
ed activity, o '

From the commencement of the action,
the attack and the delence push forward
considerable forces, with the object either
of favouring the tactical deployment, or else
of opposing it. At this moment a certain
action en masse may always be ullowed, when
the impossing artillery force lires upon
+ trctical object which has been well decided
on . e
as the combat continues to -develop itself
by degrees, it will be allawed, moreover,
uhat the assilant endeavours 10 push his
hatteries more and more to the front, whilst
the ndversary, in order to defend himself,
makes every effort to increiss ths aumoer
of his own batteries, consequently Liue ob-
jects to be tired upon chun ze 1t certain mo-
ments. Whilst admitting tht the priucipu
action of artillery is this workiung ed musse,
one cannot help seeing that the French and
the Germans also koew how to take advan-
tage of their artillery 1n an apropos mauner
during certain secondary episodes of the
battle, adding, for instance, one or moro
batteriés to bodies of iufantry charged to
execute some espacial tusk upon a given
point. The battles of Metz, those of Woerth
and of Spicheren, present numerous exam-
ples of this;one sees first of all a grand line-
of artillery outlining, so w0 say, the whole
front along which the battle is extended,
whilst individual batteries follow -in  their
diverse-phases the engagements of the in-
fantry. Is the déuoflement at hand, ll these
batteries redouble their activity, as hasal-
ways been the ciase;is it a question of
pursuing the enemy ; the artiilery, far from
slackening its live, redoubles its efforts,;and
sometimes takes the whole onus upoa itself,
as it did at Sedan. To recipitulate, what
characterises the rdle of the artillery during
the battle is, that it prepares, by the aid ot
its fire, the combat for ghe other arms, or
else it accompanies—a3 well by separate
fractions, and while confoyming ta its move-
ments—+ the infaniy-1e which it gives by
its moral effect, solidjsy and security.

Bat the artillery must not refuse to admis
that even in the war of 18379, it was uever
able to outain decisive results by itself; this
then, is o principle, via., that it ought to do
everything for thie infuntry ; it should be
constantly preoccupied in endeivourning lo
second, its efforts.

The tactics of artillery comprise two sud-



