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"Tho wholo of the corps in this district, with
tho oxcoi\lﬁon of tho Sarnin Artillory Com.
p n{. (which ombarked for cight days gun
drill on board tho gunboat ¢ Princo Alfred,'")
performed their annual drill at two Brigado
Camps of Excrcisc,

Tho London Field Battory, 7th, 28th, 20th,
30th, 32nd, and 33rd Battalions, of infanity,
assombled in n Brigado Camp at Goderich for
sixteen days continuous drill.

Tho St. Thomas and London Cavalry,
Moorotown Troop, Wellington Fiald Battory
(attached for purposo of instruction te o por.
tion of the London Field Battery,) 22nd, 24th,
25th, 20th, and 27¢h Battalions, in n Brigado
Camp at Sarnin, for cight days drill: both
camps being under tho command of Licut..
Colonal Taylor,

The Brigade Camp at Goderich was formed
on tho 16th Juno, 1871, aud thoe drill of the
corrs assombled carried out in accordance
with tho detailed instructions contained n
tho General Orders of 5th May, 1871, oxpress-
ly drawn up for the guidance of commanding
officers and all assembled for drill and prac-
tice at “Camps of Exerciso.”

QOn tho 22nd of June last, I proceeded to
inspeot tho corps assembled, ab Goderich;
on arrival there, I found the paesition of the
camp woll selected, situated on a platau
overlooking the Maitland River, which cov-
cred the front of the position, tho right flank
was protacted by Lako Huron, and the rear
by thick woods, whilst the side most open to
attack, (viz., tho loft flank,) could have been
readily protected by entrenchments.

The Brigade horo assembled was mainly
composed of the ycomanry, and agricultural
. pulation of the district, a fine body of men,

- in the prime of life—they appeared to enjoy,

and, like most Canadians, scemed quito at
homo in “Camp Life.” Tho tents wero
pitched with rogularity, and surrounded as
frequently seen in Canadian Camps, with
branches of trees and evergreons, insucha
manner as to produce n picturesque effect,
;vhile affording convenient shelter from the
1eat.

Remaining for soveral days in this camp, 1
inspected and personally mustered the whole
of tho officars, men, and horses, assembed, a8
well a8 witnessed and took part in several
Brigade field days. The London Field Bat-
tery was inspected by the Inspector of Artil
lery, as to its regimental officiency, and fay-
orably reported on, the maferiel was in good
order, ko horses of n superior and service-
able description, the men belonging to it
wero well trained to their duty, the supply
of servico ammunition was complete, and the
genoral state of thoe battery reflooted groat
gredit on the commanding ofticer Liout.-Col.
Shauly, bis oflicers, and men.

Tho infantry battalions, as far as concerns
the physigue of tho mon, was satisfactory,
therr sider Rufles wero in reasonably good
order, the majority of the companies were
baaly umformed the chief defect in equip
ment (a serious one,) boing the want of a
proper descripuon of boot for marching,

‘Cho routine of drill consisted of, company
drill before, and battalion drill after brask-
fast, carried out regimentally, with brigade
drill in tho afternoon; thero being as a rule
threo parades daily. bvary battsalion in suc.
cession went to the rifle range, performing
the prescribed courso of target pragtice. At
tho brigade parades, the combined forco was
usually practiced in the mode of foriaing
troops for attack and defence, (the difforent
arms affording mutual support,) according
to the naturo of ground. and the :maginary
presence of an oncmy, Both officers and
men displayed much intelligenco and apti.
tudo in acquinng instruction, and evinced

igreat desire to learn their military duties.

Sir tastings Doylo, K.C.M.G., éommanding
ITer Mnjesty's Regulnr ‘Iroops in Dritish
Norlh Americs, who, having inspected tho
brigade, was pleased to oxpress a high opin
ion of the forco nssembled, and particularly
complimonted Liout. Colonel Shauly, on tho
soldierliko appearance, and officient statoof
tho field battery under his command.

On tho occasion of ond of tho flold days, in
which the gunboat * Princo Alfred’ took
T\rt, it was computed that from 12,000 to

5,000 porsons, chicfly bolonging to tho agri-
cultural population, assombled to witness
the roview, many of whom had como long
distances; tho weathier was fuvorable, an
tho military display appenred to gratify all
present.

Licut.-Colonel Attwood, 26th Battalion,
acted as the supply officor at this camp, and
Major Smyth as camp quartermastor, the
tnusketry instruction and *target practice™
was superintended by Lieut.-Colonel Moftit,
Licut.-Colonel Servico performed tlio duties
of brigade major, and tho district paymaster,
Capt. [ B, Loyes, attended td tho issue of
and regulations concerning pay. Lieut..Col,
Taylor testifies to tho satisfactory manner in
which thoese officers performed their duties,
and to the hearly support and co.operation
he received from cfiicors of all ranks.

Goderich is an oxceptionally favorable
place for a camp of exercise, thero being
pleaty of open ground suitable for the man-
oouvering of all arms, and ono of thy best
rifle ranges in tho Dominion; ample supplics
of all kinds are easily procurablo, and thero
is communication both by rail and steam

boat; moreover it is an imporlant strategio

position.

The Active Militis assembled at Goderich,
consisfed of the 2nd Brigade, Military District
No. 1, with ono Field Battery, and one Bat-
talion, from the 1st Brigade, tho remainder
of the 1st Brigade, formed tho Brigade Cam
at Sarnin, on the 15th September, the follow
ing corps being assembled :

St. Thomas and London Cavalry,

Mooretown Cavalry. )

Wellington Iield Battery, (formed on Lon-
don Battery) in course of formation, and to
be attached to 2nd Brigade.

22nd Battalion,

24th do
25th do
26th do
2ith do

This camp being only in operation for cight
days, and under tho ordinary systom of pay
and supply, was by no means so popular,
with officers, or men, as the sixteen days
camp at Goderich, tho timo being very lim
ited, it was with great diffculty that tho in-
fantry corps,could be put through, even the
short courso of musketry and target practice
prescribed. I inspected the whole of the
corps in this camp on the 19th and 20th
Soptomber. )

The situation of the camp itself, (although
as woll sslected as circumstanoces would ad-
mit,) was far inferior to theono at Goderich,
and too close to tho town of Sarnia.

Lieut.-Colonel Taylor, wrs assisted by his
Brigade Majors, Lieut.-Colonels Moffat and
Service, in s:(ferintonding the drill and da
tics performed,

It will thus bo seen, that the available
corps, in Military District No, 1. have been
drilled for 1871-72, in tho proportion of
rathor moro than ono half for sixteen days,
tho rest for cight dasys, tho whole of the
corps in the District, having perlormed tho

rescribed courso of target praclics in camp,
Suring the Annual Drill,

Tho bost shooting battalion, :n the dlstrict,

was tho 27th Lambton Battalion, its shooting

‘Ihis camp was visited by l"9“""é:’—"éﬂ";"r—ﬂhgm-o of merit boing 19 92, tho bost ahool?n}

company in tho district was tho *Widder
Company,” or No., 3 Company, 27th Battal.
fon, figuro of morit 26-57,—tho best individ
ual shot, in tho district, among the non.
commissioned officors and mon, for tho mili
tary yaar 187172, aud winnor of thio District
Prizo; belng Sergonnt J. R. Burwell, No.
Comipany (Ionn) £5th Battalion, who made
45 points, out of o possiblo scoro of 69,

Liout.-Colonol Taylor reports, that the
wholo of tho men, who porformed tho An
nual Drill, wero bone flde enrolled motbors
of tho different corps, a great portionof theom,
having joined since tho re.curolment, which
was ordored to bo mado within threo months
from tho 1st Octobor, 1868 ; ho states that ho
cannot ascertain what number of mon, aro
likely to claim thoir discharge, on the com-
plotion of their threo yoars sorvice, but from
the enquirics he has made, he does nut think
that more than one-fourth will leavo tha forco,
provide@ the system infroduced of the sizteen
days brigade camps, be continued and extended
{o ali corps.

On this Boint Liout.-Colonol Taylor says,
that from tho additional oxpericnce acquired,
ho is confirmed in tho opinion, in which he is
supported by tho commanding oficeir of
Corps, ‘‘that the sixteen days camps aro Lhe
only means of giving tha force proper in
struction in their duties, and that thoy are
tho most popular ,!? also that the
month of June, is tho best and most conven
jent month in the year, for the Active Militia,
in Military District No. 1, to go into camp for
tho performanco of tho Annual Drill. ~ 825
men are required to comploto oxisting corps
in this District, and Lieut.-Co}onel Taylor1s
of opinion, that, in order to maintain existing
corps up to their strength continuously, ro
wourso to the ballot is necessary, and, that it
is desirable upon *“military grounds.”

The average strength per company of tho

P | forco in this district in 1871, was threo offi

cers; and filty-threo N.C, officers and men;
{tho averago strength in 1870, being threo
officors, and forty-nina N.C, officers and men;
and n 1869, threo officers, and forty-seven
N.C. officers and men, which, considering tho
difliculties of recruiting the force by volun
teering, is as high an average as could rea-
sonably be expected. .

Liout.-Colonel Taylor calls attention to the
necessity for, and suggests an increase of,
threo moro troops of Cavalry in the district
and the smalgamation of all the troops into
a rogiment of Cavalry—the formation of two
companies of Engincers, ono company In
ench Brigado Division—the addition of a suf
ficient number of Infantry to complete the
24th, 25th, 27th and 20th Battalions—the
posting of tho two independent companies
to the nearest located battaliop, and, with a
viaw to ovorcomo the great difficulty that
has alv ays beern experienced in horsging the
Field Batteries, tho granting of a yearly bonus
of about $10 per horge, to thoso owners who
duly enrol and rogister theic horses, for sor
vico in tho batteries.

1 concur in thoso suggestions,—aund also
recommend that tho Cavalry troops, when
thero aro & sufficient number, bo formed inte
one District Rogiment to be numbered tho
*1st Rogiment of Cavairy,” and that two
additional companies of Infantry be raised
in the County of * Bruco” and posted to tho
County Battalion (tho 32ad).

If tha ranks of tho corps in ihis districl
cantot bo filled up and maintained at their
proper strength by voluntary enrolment, tho
number of men required to complote such
corps, can to obtained out of the district re-
gimental divisions, in tho manper provided
for in the law, by meens of tho Ballot.



