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ORGANIZATION. -

Wz have taken our lesson from the late
war as to the arms of the cavalry of the fu
turo, + Lyt us take our profit from it in re-

“gard to organization.
2 In tho United States any war that comes
upsa‘us, is sure tofind us unprepaved. Itis
thie naturo of our peoplo that it should be
so. They aro impatientof all standing arm-
.ies beyond & polico forco for the Indians.
- Yur cavalry of the futwre will havo to be
Dbastily raised sud put in service like our
‘cavalry of tho past, without many weeks for
drill. " Let us, in that possible future, fol-
Jow the example of the South in the war,
and orgenizo our cavalry from men ownmng
{ieir.owp horses, whether in town or coun-
¥
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" tho advanfages of this system were re-
markably illustrated during War of the Re-
bellion. At its inception the Southern cav.
alry were far superior to that of the North.
Born in & country where roads were bad,
and wheeled vehicles, oxeept heavy waggons
and old lumbering stage-coaches, 2lmost
unknown, the Southerners as a rule made
alt their excursions for Lusiness or pleasure
on horseback. As a consequency tho poor
riders were the exception, good riders the
rale, among high and low. :

In the North thus was reversed. Buggies
aro the rule, riders the exception. ‘Thus it
will be seen that a nation of good riders
started with o great advantage over those
who, a3 o nation, considered tho horse as a
driving machine, to be hauled at with both
hands. Tho consequence wasas might be
oxpected. In tho first vear of tho war the
Soythern cavalry displayed = marked su-
penority.  On horseback they felt at home,
while the green levies from the North were
in a strange and uncomfortable position.

The Northern cavalry were well armed at
that period, as far as revolvers went: the
Southerners, many of them, carried only
double-barrelled fowling picces loaded with
backshot..

And yet that first year was fruitful of in-
slances where whole squadronsof the North-
e cavalry were taken prisoners. The se -
ond year of the war passed awsy, with tho
Northern cavalry still in the slough of des-
-pond, but slowly improving. In the third
-year thoy suddenly came out and beat their
old masters. The Southerncrs had taught

-

them hoswe to tight on Liovses, and they had
lean.ed to ride in the best of all schools, the
rough and ready school of active service.

In the last two years of the war the supe-
riority of the Northorn horse over that of
tho Confoderates becamo alnmost as marked
as that of the Confederates had been m the
beginuning. Tt is truo tlhiat no batches of
prisoners were taken withuut resistance,
but that was because we bad old soldiors to
deal with, not green recruits. But in the
years 1863 and 1804 the Confederate cavalry
slowly waned as ours rose in lustre, Morgan
was taken: so was Gimote. Stewart was
killed, tho flower of Southern chivaley. 18
the old Southern leaders none were found
to.succeed worthy to emulato their deeds
Even Moseby's ubiqmtons banl became
less and less formidable daly.,  Our cavaley
saw the day when it was able to outinarch
and outfight thnt terrible horwe, hefore whose
far-reaching raids the whole army had once
trembled.

One causo of thi change was the fulling
off of horses in the Soutl, by which their
cavalty became weaker in numbers. Bat,
more than the weakness in numbers, it com-
pelled the Southern caviley leaders to be
cautious and husband horses that could not
be replaced. A coutious cavalry soon be-
comes ovet-cautious, timid far the safety of
its horses; and timidity of action i» the bane
of success.

But all the good in the United States cav-
alry at tho close of the war was orgually
owing to the teaching of their adversaries.
Men inspire 1 by sectional vanity and esprit
de corps, may toel disposcd to deny this
The tmpartial observer of futuro times will
confess it, and also admit that the pupls
finally beat their masters,

Good cavalry is the most valuallde spocies
of troops. lake two generals of egual ea-
pacity, with fifty thousand men each  Let
one have nothing but infantry and artillery,
the other nothing but cavaley and its pro-
portion of batteries. The cavalry general
m one week's campaign shall do what he
pleases with the other, cutting his communi-
cations, harrassing his piclkets, starving him
out, and keepmng the lield with impunity,
when his antagonist is {orced to retreat to
his fortifications and ships. Even a due pro
portion of cavalry will do wonders toward
the success of a campaign. The war of the
Rebellion is full of such instances. Stuart's
cavalry at the commencement of the war,
Sheridan’s'at the closa of ic, each i its way
was the instrument with which the respec
tive commanders-in-chief won their most
important strategetic victories.

In fact, tho whole of the disasters of Me-
Clellan and Pope in 1862 might have been

averted had we possessed cavalry, but prac-
tically, we had none. \Vhat there was
was seattered among corps and division in
fantry commanders, who knew nothing of
its use, and who heartily disliked at. The
infantry men sneerod at it, and the univer-
sal opinion was that cavalry was useless ex-
cept for outposts and orderly duty—in fnet,
to lnok at the enemy and run away. Butin
that, as in many other things, the enemy
taught us a valuable lesson. By experimen
tal proof it wns knocked into the heads of
our wiso leaders that cavalry was good for
something  Stuart’s raids anl charges,
Mo 1m's rapid successes in the West, show
od tnit the enemy knew how Lo use cavalry.

And so at last our cavalry was gathered
together from its places of contempt, anl
banded together i one corps as it should
bo. Its progr. ~ from that moment wa»
positively marve lous.  Not a disaster befell
tho cavalry of the Army of the Potomac
from the day that it was first deawn into the
cavalry corps. It went on from victory to
victory. . . -

The progress of the North and South dm
ing the war affords material for many valu-
able lessons for our American cavalry of the
future. Our carly disasters, the South's
carly success. s, arose from opposite modes
of recruitment  Their cavalry owned their
own horses from ths first  Ours did not.

A man who owrs his own horse generalty
knows somethin g about riding him.  If he’s

.2 poor countryman he's quite certain tu.

So that you start with such 2 man with a
areat advantuge. You don't have to teach
him how to ‘“ake care of a horse. Allhehas
to learn is 'nilitiry riding, the combination
of hand and leg. 1le soonlearns this. The
sabre he is only t00 eager to learn. If thero
1s & good instructor, who can convince the
most skeptical of the value of swordsman
ship, by a few smart raps with the single
stick, your men will be practising in soason
and out of season. It issurprising in how
short a time mtelligent able-bodied men
will becomo fair swordsmen. (ountrymen,
too, who own a horse, have generally a gun
someswhero, and aro pretty fair shots—a sec
ond requisito for & modern cavalrvm .n.

The South started with these advantages
in thew cavalry servico.

Our troopers, on the other hand, came
from anywhere and overywhere, and so did
tho horses. Some kuew how to ride, others
did not. Many were townsmen, and had
nevera goun in their hands.

Prudence would have dictated drilling
these men carefully bofore sending' them
into the field, and especially teaching them
ta ride. . . ..

The.practice was to let them liecin bar-
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