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OUR MISSIONARY SOCIETY?.

,'...u, ,xvison ý,na ue nc'.iiiiL W iîî <ai
-arnes , practical mnan, rcad a short
imin silice, hefore a mnisterial asso-
ciation 'n Philadoîphia, a paper on
the subjoct %vhicli formsthie Ilading
uf tîxis resin~e. Ilc iinttoduçcd bis
subjcct hy the fciiowing anecdote:
A distinguislicd anîd living preaclier,
wvarming %vîth bis tîxema, found one
Sunday bis audience greatly movcd.
Men anîd woîncn audibly wcpt. TMie
full cengregation hent forward as
oe mian towards him, vho seerned

As missionary meeting in the lu- te control them at ivili. The preacher
erest of ouir C. C. M. S. arc bagini- foît the strain, but cro the feeling

ning te ha atinotinced, a few words hiad reaclied its heciglit lic stoppad,
upon the îvork may ha found lu seat- and ini a toue of calmncss suddenly
son. Attention shourd hacdr ut assumod said, "< Excitementliets
the faict ouicorrespondient" Mualtsoni" docs net bocomie txe lieuse of God.'
exhihits iin the CANADIAN 1;iNDE- Ha patised, and v. aitcd until bis au-
i1,E,)ND'a* of Aug'uýt 4th, last past. dience liad rcgainoed self-possession
that our rcgtilar contributions te the ere lie finislicd hb subject. 1 [arc is
mission work at honme have steadily presented a strange sigit ; ai: orator
qIcrased sitice 1875. l'lie decrease wielding oraturical powcer, rcfusing
is shown te hoc fully enae-third cf the te use that poecr as soon as IL ba-
citire aunounit, or about 35 par cent, cama plain that hae vas rcally wield-
Lot this ha noted. Again, as a con- ing i. l'lo% many wvould have lîad
soquenca in part of that docrease, the moral courage our friand pos-
tI ere are places ulhare our churches sessed and exercisd,-.In exercise
slxould continue that have heen, or wo nxust respect even siiould ive
tîxîcaten te bc, wholly abandenied. douht the wisdom tîxereof, or think
\Vhithy is lu that position to-ddy,. tlic princîple overstraitied. Let us
l ither the Society mnust have more comprehend tht.. scene. No pîcasure

re!sources and syrnpathy, o>r that is more enticIng than thc exercise cf
Chîurch, with iLs virtually unencum- powver ovcr our fellow mien, and cf
bcred proerty, must ha uumbered adl power that of an orator swaying
among tlhe things thxat wcre. Aud hundreds at lus ivord seemns dha lcast
the samc may bc said the entire open to objection cni the greusid cf
cuuntry througli. Xhere is Brock- tyrauny or self. Xet haro is a min-
ville, Owen Sound, &c.? ister, whîose work specially scomis to

,Manitoba calîs;. if our Churches lu depend upon oatorical power, wield-
the eIder Provinces die, îw'hat assu- ing that power, and just at thxe nie-
r.anc can fricnds ini the great Northx- ment lie fiuds rospensive thercunto
\\'ut have that, even if phanted tliere, those %hum lha is secking Lo influ-
%t_ :,hall net ,tifiér extinction at hast caîce, ho stops and dates net go fui-

uIi roc enork is donc ? Whocnce, thar, viîtualhy saying,- this is flot the
tý,, arc tu coma the sine%%S of lia, if p.ace for exhiibitionsb." XVas ha riglit
tit base of supply fails ? There arc iu lus jddmcnt ? Dr. Dc \Witt eý.1d-

%%kusxhcrt, in Ontario, %%c ently thial bulit %vs . %ic Join llin 
u.glht to plant our feet firmly, yet lis estianate, and procccd Lu epitom-

Lt an sdy tu ai: aspirant te ni- ii- tîxe reasuns givcn for standing
terial uscfuliess-.enter iu and starve. firmly by sud: a judgmamît.
\\c ara too fast losing our elig,ible, Our Western Association at its last
iiiŽn, cdxci fields than ours offcr in- meeting appears te hava discusseci
.,cmc.nts, net merely monetary, " the pulpit and what IL should uttcr,"
_.t of prospective usefulnass appa- and 1«scvarely danouniccd the ceai-
a -:tly dcicd Le tlîeinharo. Tîxese duct cf ministers %% ho used tliei pul-
fi,rt ý should bc net ouly known but pits te utter tlieir douhts, te air thecir

...sed, and the resolve invited that speculatien, aînd te play' the mcjuitc-
.tatC J things mast uca cou- hank by the display ofl<.aned h05h."

.I.uutx<r. ie ui mission wvork is We agrea '.%ith the Association
i c, and the soonar IL cornes to thoroughly, but mention its nuctrance

.4. .nd the better. haero simply for the purpose -of dis-
Wlîat îcmedy ? Let thc trumpet tang uishing hutweenuh~at is therc

~,>0 a:d tu httle, the ci>' go forth To dcnuun.cd, aind " Scnbatiunal precch-
,ýuur enits, OIs0 h. Wcrmust bu iiig" vhich ha.s soine defenceY the
frc or die;" froc from th">q incubus cf otliers have noue. Tha pulpit is net
puvcrty. inaction, frac te enter iu te the place for doubt, uer spactîlatien.
ncwv fields, te sustalu and refructify Imagine if you can Paul prcfacing
those weaîiug eut. \Ve must ha cou- bis EpistIes with a " parhaps," or

auu cfa m3*on, definitc and higb, "Peter heginning "There may hasoe
..îxd stroug iu faith, go forîvard. Lot doubts as te the positive character of
dx..rc ho carucst giving, net contribu-'sin;, on the îvholc, liov.cv ci, argu-
t,n5 dcèbed out "as oe can spare: meut preponderates on the p~osiiv
..1J appoar respectable." Kindc a- ,ide,tlierefore iL is prudent Lu repent."

.u,l: icthe ioîa prt by assuaing The preacîxer is net the apostbe of
oj.CV5that ive hava a mission; douht or speculative tlxeobogy, but cf

then Nwitli intelligence and libcrality rigl:teousness, Ged and truthx. As
tu the w..rk. May our deputatieus fer 'lmeuntahanikism and laarued
Lç tact Ni i -x such receptions that thoy hosh," the hlasphcMics of Ingèrsol

arc lcss dcmioraliziig, anasmnuclias
te latter arc open, frank ; t1ic othor

simply lise the temple of God to givo
an air of respectability to that îvhich
i its owvu proper character would

uttcrly fail, being l'noithea flcst, fowl,
ilir guod red hierring." Suchi pro.
faîities slîould uiot caîl for calin dis-
cussion; the Christian instinct, unless
pervcrted, repels at once, and -Mr-
sistcntly. Our subject là %vat miay
ha propcrly callcd I'Sensational

preachtig,' the others, thougli pulpit
guarded. arecflot preachings.

Dr. De Witt begins with thc state-
ment that the preacher as an orator
is te ba dastinguisliet from the ossay-
ast, thc poct and the draniuast,
thougli cachinii his own wvay is cnà,
gaged in thc exhibition of truth by
means of language. The cssay and
the poem arc akin, thecir province is
to unfol truth, thc one to tic under-
standing, the otîxer to the imagina-

ion, the essay being the philosophic,
the poom the imaginative dcvclop-
ment of truth ; tnitlier contemplate
aul aiudtence, thocy write in solitude.
On the other hand, thc draina and
the oratioa: contemplatc thecir respec-
tive audience, and the cffcct dcsircd
upon oaci:; and this at once brings
us to the principle undorlying the
question of Sensational preaching.

The dramna, hy reprcsentati.oit, ex-
cites the fee/migs for the purposc of
promoting enJojvPn/It the oratien by
the dcve/opinen of trulli moves the
wvi// for the purpose of sacuring
action. Thus thc purpose of the
dramatist in, c.g., dramatising the life
of Dcmosthenies, is hy represcutation
to caîl forth fromn the audience feel-
ings sîmailar to those callcd forth
from the Athinian pcople, but %vith
this difference. Dcînosthencs, in cf-
fccting his purpose, roused the Ath-
cinian wil/, " Let us march against
Philip," thcy cried. Suppose one of
the audience in the dramna, carricd
aw'ay by the powver of the actor,t
should forget himself and cry as the
Athenians cried, " Let us march
against Philip," the entire currrent
of feeling %vould change and the
audience from being thrilied with
emotion vould hc convulsed îvith
latighter; or supposing the entire
audience thai, moved, and no Pbilip
to inarch aga:axst, the revulsion of
feeling wouid bc so great that again
the entîre performance %vould he an
cxz-'ggcrated burlesque or a remein-
brance of disgust and ýaversion.
Noiv the character of sensational
preaching is that it addresses itsef
te precisely the saine faculties as the
dramna, and practically tonds to cx-
clude the more active principles of
the lîfe, lience its popularity, it' is in
short a Sunday draina, iithout thet
stcady work of self-sacrifice follow-c
iag; henco too its aval, t makes thec
pulpit a stage, the preacher an actor,i
and the congregation simply an
audience, -whacil as net the function
cf a Ncîv Testament Church and
order. Truc, such pulpits draw, se
do theatres. and draiv in proportioni
to thc blood and firc and deluge pro-
vidcd for the harrowing of the feel-
ings and the quiesconce of tihe ill.*
Anything that will stir the good1
sentiments, thus satisfying in some(
measure the conscience, and' Jeave1
the will unmovcd, (the vast mPajority
of mnen justify the definitieni thati
man is a lazy animal,> is. *wcvlcomýcdJ
and appropriated,.but atthe p rice of
moral torper and spiritual. dgath.,
Our author ihcèforc 15 'fu:ly j1si
fied in Coiclù'diàLr, that," if à minister1

finds, howcvcr populir lie may bc,
tlîat lie has adopted a mode of
prcaclîing îvhich wMile it onkindies
the sensibilities of thé people leaves
thom stili untouclîcd nt the will, lie
otight to do wbat thé preachor al-
rcady rcferred to dîd-to stop. And
lie ouglit to pray for deliverence
fromr that mode of prcaching as lie
would pray for deliverance from the
touls of the dcvii."

Is thcre then no place in the pulpit
for addrcssing the feelings ? 'Must thé
sermon bo cold, simply cxpository ?
Therc arc feelings and feelings.
Therc arc those wvhich arc instinctive
and iavoluntary ; there arc thosc that
arc called voluntary emotions. The
pulpit is to address the latter. "Thau
skrn't love the Lord-thou shtai love
thy inighbour." To. these active
and voluntary feelings the preacher
slîould address himself, to the sense
of right and truth, the cmotions of
active benevolence and piety. Those
sentiments arc to bc quickened,
those sensations aroused, only bc it
rcmembercd sud: cainotions are emo-
tiens of character, not more feelings
of nattire.

The subject is worthy of further
devclopmient. It is further dcvcloped
in the address rcfcrrcd to, but the
éditorial pan bas reached its limait
and ive close by a quotation :
"Swect are thc tcars that from a Howard's

eye
Drop-on the check of ane he lifts from

carth;
And he who works me good with unnmovcd

face
Doct it but haîf; he chilis me while lie

a 'ds.
But even this, this cold benevolence
Seems worth, seems manhood, when there

rase before mc
The sluggard pity's vision-wezving tribe,JVho sigh for wrtchedness; yet shun the

wretched,
Nursing in sème deliciàus solitude,
Their daibtyloves and ilotbful sympathies."

"And it is because the great ten-
dency of sensational prcaching is to
thisc .selfish, ' 'dainty,' '<delicous'
and 'slothful' excitement of the
sensibilities that it ought to be re-
garded as one of the wvorst evils that
can possilily befall the church."

WE. regret to learn that en Sunday
eveniflg, 2oth November, the Rev.
Joseph Griffith, of Hamilton, an-
nounced to his church that hie had
accepted a caîl tendercd to him from
the church at Sandy Creek, Oswego
County, N. Y., and that hie would
leave at the New Year. We bld our
brother fariel with regret,-regret
howvev&, that will net prevent our
follov. ing hlm ivith our cstemr and
prayers for his future usefulness and
comfort; rnay the Church at Hamil-
ton also find the c.ntinued guidance
of Him who is hcad over ail things to
His Church. We trust that. it will
net be long ere the vacancyý thus
cau.sed wiIl be fillcd, and that hoth
Mr.«Gfriffith àùd-thé Churcli lie is Sa
soon toIbave will. have opened .up to
tbomn a future of increasinig prosper-ity and blessing.

WE, cannot allow this reniindcr ta
pass without notingi the ratier start-
liîig fact that during the ecclesiasti-
cal year reported in our last yýcar
book, there hazve been sixtee .n pasto-
ral résignations in our denomination
in Canada (seventeen if we include
Dr. Wilkés' resignation of the hion-
qorary pastorate of Zion, Monàtreal),
our settled ýpastors- numberinig 61.
More than one-foàrth of -our,pasto-


