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TORONTO, DEC. 1, 1881.

OUR MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

As missionary mecting in the in-
terest of our C. C. M. S, are begin-
ning to be announced, a few words
upon the work may be found in sea-
son. Attention should be drawn to
the fact our correspondent “ Mnason”
exhibits in the CANADIAN INDE-
PENDENT of August gth, last past,
that our regular contributions to the
mission work at home have steadily
decrased since 18735, The decrease
is shown to be fully one-third of the
entire amount, or about 35 per cent.
Let this be noted.  Again, as a con-
sequence in part of that decrease,
tlere are places where our churches
should continue that have been, or
threaten to be, wholly abandoncd.
Whitby is in that position to-day.
Lither the Society must have more
resources and sympathy, or that
Church, with its virtually unencum-
Lered property, must be numbered
among the things that were. And
the same may be said the entire
country through. Where is Brock-
ville, Owen Sound, &c.?

Manitoba calls; if our Churches in
the older Provinces die, what assu-
raucce can friends in the great North-

0.‘

may return home baptized with fresh
zeal, and the churches be blessed
with such a revival as God only can
command and bestow. To such a
conswmmation let our attitude be ex-
pectant.  * According to your faith
be it unto you."

—

SENSATIONAL PREACHING.

Dr. John De Witt, of the Dutch
Reformed Church, one of the Amer-
ican Revision Committee, and an
-arnes , practical man, read a short
time since, before a ministerial asso-
ciation 'n Philadelphia, a paper on
the subject which forms the heading
of this resume. He intioduced his
subject by the fcliowing ancedote:
A distinguished and living preacher,
warming with his theme, found one
Sunday his audience greatly moved.
Men and women audibly wept. The
full congregation bent forward as
one man towards him who seemed
to control them at will. The preacher
felt the strain, but ere the feeling
had reached its height he stopped,
and in a tone of calmness suddenly
assumed said, * Excitement like this
does not become the house of God!
He paused, and waited until his au-
dience had regained sclf-possession
cre he finished his subject. Here is
preseated a strange sight ; an orator
wielding oratorical power, refusing
to use that power as soon as it be-
came plain that he was really wield-
ing it. IHow many would have had
the moral courage our friend pos-
sessed and exercised,—an exercise
we must respect even should we
doubt the wisdom thercof, or think
the principle overstrained.  Let us
comprehend the scene. No pleasure
is more enticing than the excreise of
power over our, fellow men, and of
all power that of an orator swaying
hundreds at his word scems the lcast
open to objection ¢n the ground of
tyranny or self.  Yet here is a min-
ister, whose work specially scems to
depend upon o:atorical power, wield-
ing that power, and just at the mo-
ment he finds responsive thercunto

West have that, even if planted there, | those whom he is seeking to influ-
we shall not sufier extinction at last | ence, he stops and dares not go fur-

aad cre the work isdone ?

Whence, | ther, virtually saying, * this is nut the

tuy, are to come the sinews of wa: if | place for exhibitions.” Was he right

the basc of supply fails 2

There are | in his judgment 2 Dr. De Witt evid-

wiou places where, in Ontariv, we | ently thinks he was . we join him in
vaght to plant our feet firmly, yet | lus estimate, and proceed to cpitom-

wiw Lan say to an aspirant to minis-
terial usefulness—enter in and starve.
We are tuvo fast losing our eligible
men, other fields than ours offer in-
licements, not mercly monetary,
-ut of prospective usefulness appa-
1 atly deonied to them here, These
firts should be not only known but
, «sscd, and the reselve invited that
o state of things must not con-
cedtt, utherwise our mission work is
« tarce, and the sooner it comes to
«a ond the better.

“Vhat remedy? Let the trumpet
svand tu battle, the cry go forth To
your tents, O Isracl”  “ We must be
free or die;” free from this incubus of
poverty, inaction, free to enter in to
new fields, to sustain and refructify
those wearing out. We must be con-
-_ious of a mission, dcfinite and high,
and strong in faith, go forward. Let
there be carnest giving, not contribu-
tivns doled out “as one can spare
.ud appear respectable.”  Kindle a-
{.coh the missivnary spirit by assuring
vatsclves that we have a mission ;
then with intelligence and liberality
tu the work.  May our dcputations
L¢ mct with such receptions that they

ize the reasons given for standing
firmly by such a judgment.

Our Western Association at its last
mceting appears to have discussed
“the pulpit and what it should utter,”
and “ scverely denounced tae con-
duct of ministers who used their pul-
pits to utter their doubts, to air their
speculation, and to play the mounte-
bank by the display of lcarncd bush.”
We agree with the Association
thoroughly, but mention its utterance
here simply for the purposc-of dis-
tinguishing between what is  therc
denvunced, and “ Sensativnal preach-
mg,” which Zas some defence; the
others have none.  The pulpit is not
the place for doubt, nor speculation.
Imagine if you can Paul prefacing
his Epistles with a “perhaps,” or
Peter beginning “There may be some
doubts as to the positive character of
sin; on the whole, however, argu-
ment preponderates on the pusitive
side,therefore it is prudent to repent.”
The preacher is not the apostle of
doubt or spcculative theology, but of
rightcousness, God and truth. As
for “ mountebankism and learned
bosh,” the blasphiemics of Ingersoll

are less demoralizing, wmasmuch as
the latter arc open, frank ; thz other
simply usc the temple of God to give
an air of respectability to that which
in its own proper character would
utterly fail, being * neither flesh, fowl,
nor guod red herring” Such pro-
fanitics should not call for calin dis-
cussion; the Christian instinct, unless
perverted, repels at once, and ¢er-
sistently.  Our subject i§ what may
be properly called “ Sensational
preaching,” the others, though pulpit
guarded, are not preachings.

Dr. De Witt begins with the state-
ment that the preacher as an orator
is to be distinguished from the cssay-
1st, the poct and the dramatist,

though cach in his own way is ens,

gaged in the exhibition of truth by
mcans of language. The cssay and
the poem are akin, their province is
to unfold truth, the onec to the under-
standing, the other to the imagina-
tion, the essay being the philosophic,
the pocn the imaginative devclop-
ment of truth ; neither contemplate
an awdience, they write in solitude.
On the other hand, the drama and
the oration contemplate their respec-
tive audience, and the cffect destred
upon cach; and this at once brings
us to the principle underlying the
question of Sensational preaching.
The drama, by representation, ex-
cutes the feelings for the purposc of
promoting enjoyment; the oration by
the development of truth moves the
will for the purpose of securing
action. Thus the purpose of the
dramatist in, ¢¢., dramatising the life
of Demosthenes, 1s by representation
to call forth from the audience fecl-
wgs smlar to those called forth
from the Athenian people, but with
this difference. Demosthenes, in ef-
fecting his purpose, roused the Ath-
enian we//, “ Let us march against
Philip,” they cried. Suppose one of
the audience in the drama, carried
away by the power of the actor,
should forget himself and cry as the
Athenians cried, " Let us march
against Philip,” the entirc currrent
of fecling would change and the
audience from being thrilled with
emotion would be convulsed with
laughter ; or supposing the entire
audience thus moved, and no Philip
to wmarch agawst, the revulsion of
fecling would be so great that again
the eatire performance would be an
exaggerated burlesque or a remem-
brance of disgust and -aversion.
Now the character of sensational
preaching is that it addresscs itseif
to precisely the same faculties as the
drama, and practically tends to ex-
clude the more active principles of
the life, hence its popularity, it is in
short a Sunday drama, without the
steady work of self-sacrifice follow-
mg ; hence too 1ts evil, 1t makes the
pulpit a stage, the preacher an actor,
and the congregation simply an
audience, which 1s not the function
of a New Testament Church and
order. True, such pulpits draw, so
do theatres, and draw in proportion
to the blood and fircand deluge pro-
vided for the harrowing of the feel-
ings and the quiescence of the will,
Anything that will stir the good
sentiments, thus satisfying in some
measure the conscience, and Jeave

the will unmoved, (the vast majority.-

of men justify the definition. that
man is a lazy animal,) is. welcomed
and appropriated, but at the price of

moral torpor and spiritual. dcath,

Our author. therefore is fully justi-
fied in.concluding that.® if a minister

finds, however popular he may be,
that he has adopted a mode of
preaching which while it cnkindles
the sensibilities of the people leaves
them still untouched at the will, he
ought to do what the preacher al-
ready referred to did—to stop. And
he ought to pray for deliverence
fream that mode of preaching as he
would pray for dcliverance from the
toils of the devil.”

Is there then no place in the pulpit
foraddressing the feelings ? 'Must the
sermon be cold, simply expository ?
There are feelings and  feelings.
Therc are those which are instinctive
and involuntary ; there are those that
are called voluntary emotions. The
pulpit is to address the latter. “Z/ox
shalt love the Lord—thou shalt love
thy ncighoour” Ta, these active
and voluntary feelings the preacher
should address himself, to the sense
of right and truth, the cmotions of
active benevolence and piety. Those
sentiments are to be quickened,
these sensations aroused, only be it
remembered such cmotions are emo-
tions of characler, not mere feelings
of natire.

The subject is worthy of further
development. It is further developed
in the address referred to, but the
cditorial pen has reached its limit
and we close by a quotation :—

“ Sweet are the tears that from a Howard's

eye

Drop-on the cheek of one he lifts from
carth;

And he who works me good with unmoved

ace

Does % but half; he chills me while he
aids.

But even this, this cold benevolence

Seems worth, scems manhood, when there
sise before me

The sluggard pity's vision-weaving tribe,

Who sigh for wretchedness, yet shun the
wretched,

Nursing in some delicious solitude,

Theiwr daintyloves and slothful sympathies.”

“And it is because the great ten-
dency of scnsational preaching is to
this ‘selfish, ‘dainty, ‘delicious’
and ‘slothful’ excitement of the
sensibilities that it ought to be re-
garded as one of the worst evils that
can possibly befall the church.”

WEregret to learn that en Sunday
evening, 20th November, the Rev.
Joseph Griffith, of Hamilton, an-
nounced to his church that he had
accepted a call tendered to him from
the church at Sandy Creek, Oswego
County, N. Y, and that he woeuld
leave at the New Year. We bid our
brother farewell with regret,—regret
howevé, that will not prevent our
follov.ing him with our esteem and
prayers for his future usefulness and
comfort ; may the Church at Hamil-
ton also find the centinued guidance
of Him who is hcad over all things to
His Church. We trust that it will
not be long ere the vacancy thus
caused will be -filled, and that both
Mr. Griffith and the Church he is so
soon to'leave will have opened up to
them a future of increasing prosper-
ity and blessing. :

WE cannot allow this reminder to
pass without noting:.the rather start-
ling fact that during the ccclesiasti-
cal ycar reported in our last.-ycar
book, there have.been sixteen pasto-
ral resignations in our denomination
in Canada (seventeén if we include

‘Dr. Wilkes' resignation of the hon-

erary pastorate of Zion, Montreal),
our settled ‘pastors: numbering 61.
More than one-fourth of -our-pasto-
rates have in-one ycar-changed! This



