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§. 8. LESSONS.

Select Notes on International S. 8. Lécsonx,
by the Rev. ¥. N. and M. A. Pcloubet.

Lessox XI1. Maircu 18,1877,
Tux Seirit oN Erisua.—2 Kings 2: 13-25.

18, 14, He took up, alsu, the mantle of
E ijuh. So, us Elishn took up the wrophet’s
mantie and tarned his steps homeward, he
gave proof of h s fuith in the pledge he had re-
ceived by repeating Iilijuh’s wonder that he
might r-cross the Jordan.

15, Thesons of the prophets which were
to view at Jericho.  Litteraisy, “which wore at
Jericho opposite.”

16. Lotthem go and seek thy master. Yet
these men cou d not sealize the stupeudous
wonder that had taken place. Elijuh had not
died ; he was still in the body ; ho was tuken up
by the winds : might he not be cast down again
in somo place where he might stand in need of
their asistance ?

17. They soughtthree days. Fifty men search-
ed three fiuitless days and then returned.  Let
us hope this result helped them to lofiier and
more just views of what Ehjah's translation
significd.

19. And the men of the city said unto
Elisha. Perhaps it was the authorities who, in
the name of the cit,;, addressed themselves to
Elisha, who now” stood at the head « f the
prophets, and whose affable disposition had in-
spired them with confidence.

20. Bring me anew cruse, and put salt
therein,  He heard them, and desired them to
oring him a new dish.

21. The spring of the waters. Modern
traveliers speak of a fine spring yet flowing
near Jericho, which may be the one here
spoken of.

23. And he went up from thence unto
Bethel. This, it will he recoliocted, was a
seut of the worship of one of Jeroboam’sgo'den
caives, the inhabitants of which were therefore
doubtless  very corrupt in  their religious
noetions and services.

24.  Cursed them in the name of tne Lord.
On this one oceasion only do we find Elisha »
minister of vengeance. Perhaps it was neces-
sary to show, at the outset of his carcer as a
prophe:, that ke too, like Ehjah, conld wield
the terrors of God's judameats.

Lessox I, Apnind, 1877.

‘Tnz O1. Incrrasep.—2 Kings 4: 1.7.

1. Now..acertain woman.,  The Jews have
& notion that the husband of this woman was
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noother than Obadiah, the well-known irtend-
ant of Ahab's household ; and they suppose
thut the dubt waus incurred while he maintain.
cd the Lord’s prophets in a cave.

.2. Hath not anything. ...save & pot of oil.
Orcruct of oi!. ‘I'his comprising her whole
stock of domestic utensils, he dirccts her to
borrow empty vessels not a few; then, seclud.
ing herself with her children, she was 10 pour
oil from her criise into the borrowed véssels,
and sel ing the oil, discharge the debt, and
then maintain herself and fumily with the re-
mainder.

3. Go borrow. The command o. the pro-
phet puts her faith to the test in a double sense.
e told her to borrow all the vessels she could
of her neighbors, and then to pour out from her
vessel of oil into those she had thus borrowed
until she had filled them all.

4. Shat the door upon thee. Let, us note
also that this was a homo scene, adapted for
the best home influences. “When thou art
come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thyself,
and thy sons, and shalt pour out unto all those
vesseis,” ete.~none present save thyself, thy
sons, and Goi ; and the door shat.

6. Amn:l the oil stayed.  ohe pat her own
limic to what she received.  Bvervthing sho
broa sht to receive the vil in was filled. ~ And
80 willit ever he with us.  God gives us allthe
blessings it is possible for us to receive,

7. Of whe rest.  The woman would not
make nse of that which had come into her
hands by the interference of the prophet, with-
out asking directions from him.

" Lessox II. Aprii 8, 1877.
Tue SnuxaMymTe s Sox. 2 Kings 4: 25-37.

25. So he went and came unto the man of
God. Without mentioning to her hushand the
death of the ¢hi d, the believing Shunammite
brinas the body into the chamber prepared for
Elisha, lays it on his bed, reqaests her hushand
v sendan uss witha lad to lead and driveir, on
which she should rde (as is still customary in
the East), and hastens to the man of God on
Carmel, notonce intimating the object of her
journcey to her inquiring husband, in order to
lose no time, nov atlow hersclf to be diverted
from her purpuse by his possible ohjections,
or to waver i her confidence in the wonder-
working power of the prophet.

26. Itis well.  She answered, “Itis well;”
but at the same timeshe rushes up the “hill’”
and scizes the prophet by his foet.

The

27. She cunght him by the feet, cte.
falling down, clasping the feet, ecte., uro

actions witnessed every day in the East,
28. Did Idesire ason of my Lord?  Thou
didst promise hjm to ine of thine own accord.



