
annually, ini ;)ullislied volumnes fails to reach dtie general public, being
by somie curious rcasoninc, apparently regarded ao; of more importance
to scientific bodies and institutions of learning abroad than to tiiose
'vho are miost directly interested in the developmieni and growth of our
country's minerai wcalth-a condlition of things wilui doubtlcss to a1
large extent accounts for the of repented question "What is ilie N'ork
of the Geological Survey ?" In the present arrangement of publication,
however, far greater faicilities nowv exist for obtainirig desired intormlation
on any l)arti('tlar area.

Wliile it wauld Ibe folly to assecrt that the work of the Canadian
Survey, or of any oLher similar institution bas always been free from
mîstakes, since thait wvould imly a dcgree of inifallibility and accutrate
scientilic ktowliedge, not yet enijoyed by imortals, it will, 1 thinik, be
admitted hy anyone conversant witli its miethod of operations that the
rittainmient of the truth, in regard to the geological questions presented,
has ever been the chief aimi of those associated in the w~ork. That the
Geclogical Survey bas ever borne an excellent reputation both at home
and abroad is due probably, first of aIl, to the excellent reputation of
its founder, the late Sir Williamn Logan, and secondly to the fact that
the great majority of its staff have laboured to their utmost wvith hearts
ftlled with a love for the profession and with the desire to achieve grent
results. While we inay nov l)e able to say that %ve hiave a fairly good
general knowledge o>f the geology of our country, and can del) ct (on

the mnap the lines of the several systemis, and in somne cases even of the
geological formations, yet as seulement and advancenient inevrease,
new fields will be constatntly opiened up whichi will caîl for further de-
tailed e\arniinations. 'Fli geological sttîd% of a country viinbracing
three and a hiaîf millions of square miles nia), e truly said to be -t great
workc. The field certainly is large and the lahourers are lamientahly few
to accomplish it, and niany more ),cars ilust clapse l)Cfore wve canl hope
to sec a comiplete geological and topographical mnap of this otir areat
Dominion. The %work which as tnenmhers of the l)resent staff we can-
flot hope to sec successftmll3' acconiflished will wve trust be hianded
down to our successors, who, imbued with the true scientifie spirit and
uticder more favorable conditions, as tlic development of this great
country progresses, and with accommodations enlarged, and better


