
very iret stop of all wilq lelieved to be au insolubile probleni. But tici

is 110"' ail cluinged. Tho whole scicntific and lit erary world, evenl the

whole edtncatcd publie, accepts as a mlatter of coninoxi knowvledgc the

origin of species froin other allicd species by the ordinary process of
iiiturval birth, the ideit of special orcation being ail but extinot.

A srnnnmry of the Darwinian theory of the origin of species by
Alfred Russel WVallace, is as follows :-'« The theoiry of natuiral selection
rests on two main classes of fâcts which apply to ali organized being-S

without exception, and whichi thus take rank aLs funidainental. principles

or laws. The lirst is the power of r-apid multiplication in~ a geomotrical

progression ; the second, that the offspring alvays vary slighitly froin

their parents, though. gencr-ally very closely rcseinbling thern. Froin

the flrst filet or law there, follows neessar-ily a constant struggle for

existence, hecause -%Vhile the offsprling, always oxcced the Parents ini

nuniloer, gencrally to an enorimoils extent, vet the total rauniber of livinig

organ.isius in the world does ilot alla calnot incerease % ear by ye.tr, conl-

sequently ever3' vear, on the average, Is llnany (lie as are humi, plants as

well as atnimaIs ; andI the majox ity (lie l>remature dvaths. Tlwv kill

each otlier in a tlioumnd11 ditieronit ways ; t1ley star-ve eaclh othier li> senneii

consuingiii the flood that otliers wvant ; tlxey arc destroycd lagy ly thle

l)owers of nature-hv cold, hv heat, hy rajîx alla stoirîn, by flood alla
tire. Tîxoro is a perPe.tual stmnggl(,,e aionig thelrn, wlich shiah hive alla
whichi shahl die ; alla tlîis strnggle is tircmcindouisly severe because s0 fcw

can possibly remnain aive-one ini five, one in ton, of*tcn onily one ini a

]inred or even a thousand.
Il Mien cornes tlîe question, Why do sonie, live, r.îthxr tîxan otliers

If aIl the inidividuals of each species were exactly alike in evcryV respecty

-%e, could onilv sity it is a niattcr of chance. But they are not alike. \Vo
find that they vary in nianv difl'erent wvays. Sone are stronger, sonie

swifter, solle hardie]- il, Constitution, sone nmore cunnîlng. Au.1 obiscure

color xnay render concealinent more, e.asy for sonie. Keen siglit inay

enahie, others to discovei prey, or escape Iroin uenie.y botter than

their fellows. Aînong platsL the sinallest ditrcrvences inay be useful or
the reverse. The earliest alla strongest shoots may e.Scap)e the sîuig;

their greater vigor iayi enable, thein to, flower alla seeti iii-favorable
weather ; plants best arnied ivith spintes or Ixairs nxay escape being


