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on ini lreland. The Emerald Isle %vas the university of Europe, to
which the youth that aspired to excellencein either sacred or profane
science, instinctively directed his steps. The sanie schools that
sent forth leg,,i ons of missionaries, opened their doors
to Çymbrians, Britons, Angles, Franks, Saxons, and Scots.
In the monastic cities that were called the schools of
Bangcor, Clonard, Clonfert, Armagh and Loutb, tbousands of
st range rs, from all countries, received a gratuitous educalion
flot only instru'.tion, but books, lodging, foodi znd even clothing
being furnished them free from remuneration of any kind. The
scbools were silpported by the princely donations of the chief-
tains and the continually in-pouring g,,ifts of the clansmen. The
Irish bad, and have ahways bac], a sort of veneration for the
scholar, that mnade them consider it an act of religion to aid in bis
education. The clansman's humble g'ift, as %-ell as the chieftain's
lord!>' donation, xas indeed an act of religion ; for by it be %vas
taking part in the fulfilment of Ireland's grand mission. He %vas
helping to diffuse, throughcut Europe the wvealth, of Ireland's
Christian faith, Christian learning and Christian civilization.
These schools gave England ber AIlfred the Great, and France ber
Dagobert. Loutb alone educated more than a hundred European
prelates.

Thus %vas Ireland the «* lamp of the north when half the
wtorld was nig-ht-Y God gave ber a sublime mission, part of
whicb was to raise up civilized Christian nations froni the bordes
of barbaeïan invaders, that He, in His justice, had sent to wreak
vengeance on the crumbling sin-cankered Roman Empire. Nobly
and generously didsbe accomplish this part ofbhez mi-sion.
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