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relation, as ail persanalities are ta ho avoid-
cd. Thte system, nel individuals, is tinder
consideratian ; il demands rare courage bath
in citurches and in mnen ta rise superiar ta
enviranmnt oeven thougit that environment
~nay bc largeiy self.created.

lu arder titat te way may be cleared for
the fice discussion aiflte subject it wiil bc
wei te enquire ino the scriptural nuttarity
-if suci t lere be-for the caliing af a min-
ister by the individual church or congregaý
tian, for, let il be nated, thaltte titeary af
the Presbyterian Church is te salidarity af
hat church titraugitaul ils entire bounds, iu

our case tte Dominion of Canada. It is
nt, therciare, the rigitt ai the Presbyterian
Churcit iu Canada ta caîl or appoint, but the
scriptural autority for a section af titat
church, for canvenhence sake calied a congre-
gaion, ta elect its awn pastor withaut ont-
side interference, thaugit subjecita the Pres-
byîery af the bocnds. We bave searched the
New Testament, therefore, and have lailed ta
flnd, and Ilte farni afchurcit gavernment I
agreed upon by the Westminster divines
gives no indication of, such authorily; in-
decd, wtaî litey do indicate is iu the oppos-
ite irection : e.e., «'It is agrecable ta thc
Word ai God and very expedient that such
as are ta be ordaiued ministers, bc dcsigned
ta same particular church, or alter minis-
terial charge," and sucit passages as I.
Tin., v. 22 ; Acts xiv. 23, xiii. 3 ; Titus i. 5;
Acîs xx. 17-28, are gîven as references. The
rights aifte particular cangregation are givcu
as fllows: "No mari :s ta be ordaîneti a
minister for a particular congregatbon, if îhey
of that congregalion cao show just cause of
exception against him,' and I. Tim. iii. 2,
Titus i. 7, are given as proof tests. Tite
minister is sent ta, set aver, net called hi',
thte congregalian. Titere is really nothing
more ta be adduced on the line ai scrintural
autharity, or jus divinum in the case. The
case ai Matthtias is. not ta the point, as ttc
ultimate choice was hy lot-thte last was con-
flned te men that had companied withthlie
other apasties iu persanal campanionship
with the Lord, nor cao il hc said that these
anc hundred and twenty represents the
church ai that day. Here it is need fui to
rcmatk that the question is ai scriptural
autharity. net liberty. It may bc permnitted
ta"I cal]," na: enjined ; and if only permitt-
cd, the nan-usage ai the permission breaks
no command. If this position is sound, and
1 sec nlo gronnd upon wich it cati be con-
îraverted, the practice af cling may bc fre-
ty critîcîsed, retained, revised, or ahalished,
and na reproacit laid against the principle
tat the rule af faitit and practice is thte
scriptures of the Old and New Tes'mcents.

Having titus justified te discussion ai
te question, and the liberty sn ta do, thte
experieuces ai the writer and deductions
thereirant iili be detailed in some future
articles.

Gravenburst, Ont.

THIE 4XENSTRASSE.

BYV *RAtNK I. DAVIS.

Once more on the bcwitching waters ai
Lake Lucerne, the Forest Sea, the sujcct
aisuchtconflicting descriptins,-what seemed
ta the German bard, «4a watery cleft where
no taven offers the storm-tassed boat a
friendly shelter, witere inhospitable rocks
risc on evcrv side around the despairing
boalman aand tender him their steep and
strang breasts,"-we faund a scene ai vary-
ing and exquisite beauty, ev-n lte ruggcd
clifi's, Ilnaw awing us by theîr wild grandeur,
and now captivaling us bi' their indefinable
citarm,'

The brigitt sunsiine, clear sky overhead,
mate;c mouintains raising titeir snow-crest-
cd iteads on ail sides around us, filled our
itcarts ful ai deligiful cxpectancy as ta
whal a day in titis land ai iascinaling sur-
prises niigitt bring forth.

The pleasaut Englisit partv, witit whom
we asccnded taelte Rigi, bcbng again an
board, added zest ltte day's eniovmcnt.
Four people travelling tagetiter coniv'inusly
forweks are apt ta gel a uttle bored witit
cacit otiters exclusive socicty, and welcome
some fresit stimulons. Titis is espeially the
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case iu travelling in foreigu cauntries, witef
il is wonderfui 10 sce flow quickiv Englisit.
speaking people fraternize.

It seontcd ta he same kind ai a national
gala day. A baud was playing at Vilznau,
soldiers marciîg, as we pa5ssd, and everi'
auc appcared ta be in holiday dress and te
gayest ai spirits. There were pensants (rani
the neigitbaring cantons as well as from thte
near districts ai Lucerne; and ltese, witit
touris s roin every part aiflte globe, made
up a confused mass ai typesanud strange
medley in te way ai dress. Il is au un-
doubîed and muci-to-be-regratled fat, ltaI
national picturesque costumes are dying out
in lte wrld ; *1store daothes "hbave even in-
vaded lte Tyrol, but titere are pol sanie Swiss
cantons, where te slrangly marked Helve.
tic costumes are stîi retaiued, and wc saw
nunthers aiftem tiat day. 1 arn surry I
îaak fia note of lthc male apparel, and it has
gone front my memory. I can only describe
that aiflte maidens. A black skirt, abave
lte boot tops, a long gray' apran covcring
the wtole front of te skirt, fuil white hod-
dice, sîceves full ta te elbow and blackt mils.
Over te white waist is warn a black Spanisit
one, wviicit is lnced up and ornamented iâth
long sîlver citainb, conting irointhlie side ta
thte front aifte wist and fastened w*,tita
large silver broach a: each sitoulder. Tite
weigitt and workmanstip oftbtese ornaments
are indicative aiflte wealth ai the owners.
Thcîr tends were bate as a gencral îhing,
but for cturc t tey wore whte straw bats
trimnted proiusely wit gay spring fia wers.
Titis costume an a maiden wiit h rigitî com-
plexion, dark itair and eyes and dazzlogli'
white teetit made a charimîng pricture The
itair was tigitîli braided and in nearly al
cases ornaniented witit large sitawy pins. I
remember anc young girl's coiffure with pins
wticit proîruded sa far encit side that ane
could not have passed her on an ordinary
sidewalk wiîhaut caming in cantact with
thent. The quainte.st head-dress, itowevert
is warn by the women ai Unterwalden, and
is made ai filigree silver.

Titere was sarne native religious society
an board aur boat, and we went down la
te second class dock ta itear thent sing.
rTe music was ver peculiar, semring to,
have qucer mountain cries in il, titaugit
îtey were evidently singing front iymu
books. We were mucit amused ity a very
hightoned pnrîy ai Frenchitlourists, ane
lady in particular, wito was s0 restless site
could nal o long setule in any anc spot. Her
unfortunate maid, wha itnd bath iter mis-
tress and ber poodie ita attend, found her
office no sinecure. Site iad la faiiaw encit
change ai position with a iootsîool and again
arrange it under the tini' feet aifiter mis-
lress, then carry and replace thc over-fed
rieezing pet aunlte hencit beside iter,
cusitioning il wiîh nothing less titan the
lady's fur.ined salin cloak. 1 mavitave
been uncharitable, but ta me it sceeed that
lte chief necessily for lte ioaîstool was the
extreme smallness aiflte feet and ttc cx-
quisite style and finish oiflte fine Frencht
boots encasing tem.

As we steanted along, by n different
route front aur previaus ene, we hnd lime
ta note te fine road which follaws tte
store, stoned up in grarekîl arches aid
covered witit ivy; a railway helaw thai again
ou te shore ofithe Bay ai Un. Wc pnsscd the
Mlyttenstein, a slender pillar about 8a (cet
itigit rising ont ai Iba water in front ai Uni
Rusitti, which is zoeo fée, higit. "A
noble manumient fasitioned in te orning
ai te world by nature herseli for lte bard
whto was tatyn nlte risc ai Helvetian
freedont." On lte rock is titis inscription
in gilt letters:

DENi SAENGER TELL's
FRIEDRICH SCHILLER,

Dis UatKANTaONE,
1859.

"To lte bard ai Tell, Frederick Schtiller,
lte Forest Canton, 1859. On the imît ai
Noveniber, 1859> thec annivetsnry aofibis birtit,
these pntriaîic people gatcred in boats
araund titis monolitit and solemnly conse-
crated it ta lte mcmorp ai Germnny'a loved
Pott.

W'e saw numerous sitrines built in the
face aiflte rocks, or on little rocks out ini ttc
bay. One contained a Virgin and chiid
wit iresit flawers at bter (cet, thte piaus
offring ai some early-rising devolce who
must have taken tem there in a boat be.
fore gaing ta his daily tail. Anatiter rock
had two smal rees -nailed te il, wile be-
tween them was some imagq, tee smail
itowever for us ta distinguisit clearly aI lite
distance.

At Vitznan il seems as if you bail
came taelte end ai the lake, an account af
a promauîary front Rigi on lte lcfî and
another fron thte Burgenstack on lte rigitt,
overiapping caci thier. But titere is a nr-
raw passage calied te Nasen <nases)
titrougit wiic thtie steamner passes, when ane
af thc magnificent surprises of titis ever-
citarming laite is revealed. We slcan iota
lte wide expanse aiflte Gulf ai Buocits,
over'which lowoer, ini prntectiog grandeur,
numeraus peakes iroint5,000 la 6,ooo leed
higit, wiit picluresque and sitcltered villages
at titeir migitty base.

But 1 should not lenve lte migtty Burg-
enstock witt onli' a passing mention.
Across te lake (rom Vitznan il stands in
saitîary grandeur, wîîh ils dark beetling
crags an the anc side, seemingly inaccess-
able, and ils grassy slapes, wiîh cottages,
barns and rosy fruit trees on lte alter.
Years ago titere was a queer custom among
thte boalmen wito were then mare numerous
on the lake than now. At te base af titis
isolaîed mountain was a fissure, out ai witich
rusited a current ai cead air. The boatmen
placed a large jug of waîer on a rock near,
out ai witicit his comrades refreshed ten-
selves in passing, refiing it and leavinq il
ta gel cool for lte next camer.

Hamilton.

A .TAPANESE VIE W.

Wrîtiîng in ttc Open Couil ýCiicaga),
a Japanese gentlemen, recentiy reîurned ta
te Island Kingdam from America, thus

disccursts on te war in whicit japan is at
present engaged with China:

The war is growing in ils dimensions al-
mnost every minute. We shall net be salis-
fied at ail unili we came ta Pekin clîher
ta beat or be beaten. You know aIl ahout
lte vîctaries ai japan bath an land and ou
water. We do nat mean, however, ta fight
for te sake ai figitîing. Neither do men
ta glory in aur victary or in aur conquest.
Our motive is nobler. We intend ta help
Corea in ils sîruggle for independence and
civilization, and ta wake up China fram ils
long dreani ai ignorance and darknzss. We
struggle net merely for aur own sake, but
for the real gond ai China and ai Eastern
Asin as a wtole. Titis is aur ambition iu
Ihis present war.

rTe attitude ai Japan tawards ils neigh-
bar, China, 10nlte present war in many
respects similar ta titat aiflte United States
ta Japan soute fifty years ago witeu Commo-
dore Perry visited Japan. We maean ta
play te part ai ttc United State ai that
lime> while China> wiltingly or unwittingly,
isp laying the part ai japan aif tat lime.

You know lte cause af titis prescrit war.
There is no injustice ar wrong an aur part.
I ustice " is aur motta, and "cîvilzation "

is aur abject. IVe do nat like war, but we
could not evade il. However, front another
paint ai view, ive may say that titis war is
prabably thc best chance for us Japanese la
showlte slreiiglh ai civilization ltte rest
af the warld, altitaugit il is a very expensive
way ai doing se.

I wish you cauld sec sartie, at least, ai
ttc patriotic demonstratians whicit -are found
ail aver te country. rTe wholc Japanese
nation is as if au fire. Alniost every saldier
-nay, every common persn-is willing ta
go ta. war for his country, and for ils
righteaus cause ; indezd, be is willing ta die.
Sucit is aur national feeling about the pres-
eut, war.

"UpyOpîician," 0aiT59 'angc Street, Saps
ît.t many Sa called nervous diseases are cnusi
cnlîrciY by defective vision. Go and have your
cyes properly testcd, (rce of cbarge, at tte above
cddrcss.
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CHISTM.AS JO Y.

Dec. 23-11a. ix. à-7- <A hiSssunairY bcetiD&.l

We do not know the name of the arflhor
af the follawing quotation, but it IS SoapO-
propriate that we give ,it a place here:
*« Christmas shauld bec(at ai ta meauness.'
Self should drap out of sight. Hearts
should expand. Sympathies enlarge. Gaod-
will ought ta reigu upan the thrane af aur
being. Let benedictions drap tram lhp, and
substantial gifts fal ram aovtrflawing band.
Make cheeriess homes radiant, and hapeless
hearts ta thrii with tmspeakabl*a gladness.
Forgive yaur enemies il yon have any. Bury
the past. Rise above the mnean and petty
resentments which yau have harbared
against those wha have aot used yau weli.
Be generous. Ge' ready to start the New
Vear with more kîndly feelings and mare
noble ambitions than bave actuated you in
lte days that are gane. Jesus came ta
earth to spread universai good.will among
men, and Veu wilI partake of the truc Christ-
mas spirit anIy as yau are filled with lave
toward ail who are touchedl by your influ-
ense.'>

Why da we observe the custam oftgiving
giits at Christmas? Partly ta commemar-
ate the fact that it was abaut this season
Goad gav'e His Son, Hi$ supreme Gift, ta the
world ; partly ta commemarate the tact that
it was about this scason the wise men fromn
the Enst presented their gifts af gold, frank-
incense and myrrh ta the infant Saviour.

Occasionaiiy we sec pratests in the new..-
papers agaînst the custom af hcstawing
presents at Chriàtmas. It is alleged that i t
savars ai selfishness ta bestow gifts at thfs
seasan because we expect ta receive as
many, and as costly gifts as we give. Is
that complaint well loua ded? We do mat
tbink so, for, as same one bas said, "A
kindly rcciprocity is mot selfishness ; it is
right ta interchange evidences af love andgaad-wilI among thase bnund ta each atherby tics af affection.» It is urged furtiter thal
Christmas gifts are expensive, and that the
bestawal af îhem sometimes hecomes a
burden. There rnay be a measure af Irutit
in this, but if we bave been giving extrava-
gantly it would bc better ta curb the extrava-
gance titan ta abolish lte custarn altogether.
It wauld he hetter ta give accarding ta auv
means titan ta deprive ourselves of the
blessedl privilege of giving. Better ta be-
slow a small gift cbeerfully than a large ane
grudgingly.

To whom shauld thte Christmas joy
specially be carried? Ta those tvha have it
mot. lu the days of Nehemiait a great con-
gregatian assembled la jeru.qilem for the
purpase af worshipping Goa dad hearing
Hîs law expounded. As te service was
drawing ta a close, Nehemiah said, "Go
yaur way; eat the fat and drink the sweet
and send portions unothem for wham
natbing is prepared." His advice was acted
upon imniediately, for ail the people went
their way ta cat, ta drinfr, and to send por-
tions (Neh. viii. 10-12). If the returned
captives at titat lime felt that they itad gond
reasan ta show kindness ta those who were
mat sa hsgbly favored as tbey, surely we, at
this iayous seasan, shauld bc glad ta extend
aur help and spînpathy ta titase who require
them i1

la the days ci Esther, and (or a cansid.
erable lime atîerwards, the Jews in Shushan
annually abserved the faurteentit day aoflte
monlt Adar as a day witen their sarraw was
curned into .jay. How did they celebrate
tite day? By teasting ; by sending portions
ta one anoîher ; and by giving gifts ta lte
poar (Esther ix. 22). If they flt il rigitt ta
observe, in lte manner indicaîed, a day
araund witich so many blessed Inemaries
cenlered and se many happy associations
clusterei, it well becames us ta worthiiy
celebrate a day which reminds us of Gad's
rnercv and gaad-will taward us. They
daubtless feit thalta share their hlessings
w7ith others enlarged te sympaîty and pro.
vided a check ta natural selflshness.

Haw great and haw rmanifold the rea-
sons which should prompt us ta carry the
Christian'sjoy to atiters1 This day which
speaks aof te Incarnation af Christ tels us
alsa that His Incarnation sanctifies poverty
because Christ was bora in a iaw estate.
H-e ived a lite af paverty and Ne estecms
kindness ta lte paar as kindness ta Hirn.
self (Malt. xxv. 40). The Incarnation is a
graund for thanksgiving and aur tanks
shauld find expression in deeds of kindness,
love and sympalty. The paar wc have
always with us, and especially at titis season
shauld we do te mgaad. They may mot
bc able to recompense us but we sball be re-
compensed at tte resurrecti'n aoflte jusî
(Luke xiv 14).


