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W~inter is the season for clîurch mîetings& Tht
annua:l soirte, tht nîissionziry mîeeting, tht congrega-
liaitn meeting, anti tht Bible Society meetinig are
usuially belli during tic %vinter inontîts. Ilesides
timese, there are iiiiimverz.try ieetii"gs -anal meectings
of various rallier kintis Sanie ,-lever boys can man.
sage tu have Iwo biiiin au n var, anti sounte enter-
prising cnngregiinns iitiinge in batve *sevral anni-
versants% in twelve mnonts-- anniversaries ni diffrent
events of course. IlToo îîîny mîeetings," says t
gaoti canservative nman %vito likes tn spemî tis even-
ings in sîilireti case alliante readuîîg hais palier, anti
pcrhaps consîîltiiîg bais brian-rnot Tîmat iîa-y nr nia>'
flottbe. It is-. tact, bowcver, 1i tcongnegaitions thatt
bave inuacts lite holti a goocl many meetings of ane
kinti anti anotmer, anti congregaîlons liat have just
lite enaugli t0 exist, as -a raile, liolti ver>' few mecet-
ings Wliethcr the lite produres the meetings or tht
meetings protitce thc lite is n questioni thai nedetifa
now be discusseti. Onet îling 15 cîcar : if a mieeting
is worth holding at aIl it ougbt te bc nnde as gooti as
possible.

TUE *'NNt'Al. SOIREE

as havmng a bard taise. Il is being kîlleti, but il dits
as slowly as the Irisinian's snakze. P'at samd the
"abasse ivas denti, but il 'vas nlot sinsible of il."
Tîmere was a talme whens the ansnual soîrte 'vas a re-
spectable institutionm. G.rave doctors ai dîvinîty pa-
tronîzeti il. l>rarnent cîty pastors soiiettmes travel-
led long di-, ý,nces to speak, at soinees. Dr. Burns,
Dr. Ormiston, Dr. Ingtîs, Dr. Irvine anti others matie
many a rousing speech ait tea metings-speeches
that lifteti many a strugglang cangregation out ai a
rut anti gave il fresh lite anti a tresli stant-speeches
tbat arc reincinberedt t iis day. These eminent
men consîderecl it a privilege to atidress tht people
anti give the Churci a Mif. Tht> "%iedti make
Presbyterianisin a pouer in ibis landi, anti ihen an>'
ont ai lisent spokce at, a sointe or an> ailler kinti oi
meeting the Prcsbyerians telt prouti, .ad the uther
denominamons telt thiere wva3 a man: ai sisat meeting
-not a cnank or a cicnical dude. Thent is no nen-
son in tht %vorîti îhy a sointe migbt not bc matit a
ver>' usetul mieeting. ht is aiten sait iai people 'vill
nat Eistens ta sensible speeches ai a ten meeting nov.
It might be saiti in rcply îbnî tno orien strasiblc
speeches arc not offereti to ilheii. li as sadly truc that
there are commuities. in %'hich .1one of tht people
are not sufficiently civilizeti ta canduci themselves
iiî decorum ai a sainte. That is n said truth. They

wbispcr anti wiistle -andti alk andt pelt each othier
wiîh cakzes, accanîpanay the choir with mouth organs,
or mouths of their oivn not so musical ns mouîh or-
gans, anti beliave geî,erally in a maniner lisait wnuiti
make an average Indian ashanîcti, but aIl tht people
of Canada do flot conduct theniscîves in that way.
Ont healthy bonnet can bTe.1k up a camp meeting ;
Iwo on ibret rouglis cati cisîurb thetranst: ordcrîy
meeting ever belti, anti prevent bundretis of decent
people from crijoying tlienîscIcs. Soirees shotilti be
matie ticcent, ontierly, cnjcî>able meetings, arn flt
helti ai ail. If a speaker is not alloweti ta discuss a
hive iopic in a sensible way, lie shoulti sit rigbî down.
Ht shoulti neyer fighî ton a lienring, nor tell miser-
able stanies to ticklc the tans of unmnnnenly grounti-
lings. If a communiîy is flot suffliciently civilizeti 
hoiti a respectable social meeting in ont of ils chîur
ches, let that tact bc kmnanti let the Foreign
'Mission Committet takce ont of ils men from among
the Indians, anti put hims to work in that community.
Ht is mare needeti there tban on tht baniks cf the
Saskatchewan Redi men aie quiet when they have
hati enougli ta cai, but sanie wvhite hipetis a ca n
tour limes tht worth of their mont>' anti be noisy
for tht whimaI cve.ning.
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is in mast cougnegations *fat tain wvhat it shoulti be.
Missianan>' meetings arc usually :înnanged ton mn two
ways. Tht I're5bytpr-v sends a deputamon toaditres5
tue meeting, or the .1ies6îun manages ils awn meeting.
Bath methotis utten ai ta brîng out the people tiant
itas mosidesirable b h.tt oui. Tht nen who knot%
ail about the Scbemes anti who support îhem libe.

rally are prescrit ; the men %vio knav little aboUt the
Sclleineq, care little andi pay less, ate never prescrnt.
They are neyer reatched,'aît least aever by the aisis-
sionary meîeting. Tht collector inay reacl itai
on her rounds, but sthe-tor the collector is gcraily
a wvofnan-rairciy reaches tîmeir pockets ta ny great
extent. Now what is tht beat way to gel ai tîmese
people ? Precci1 tesnt, says somiebody. Truc, but
there are many things about aur Churcb Seliemes
that one cannot ver> well explaint iii a scrutmis, anti
sanie ai aur bcst peuple, bai it remnmbereti, have aloi
a very keen reiish for tuai kinti ai prcacbing Strass.
gers always disilike il, andi are arrost rcstaim Il t be
presemt the dav you preadi about malney. Soiîîeiimes
iliey neyer cainse again V'w printer's ink, says %anie
body cIsc. That cosis maney, nuit sanie of the pen-
pic pay just as much attention ta your tract as saisie
ministers pay 10 the circulars thcy reccive tri our
excellent Coiwensers. Obviously tht bcst way ta dis
cuss tht Scîmeme is at a wcek.tiny meeting calleti for
that special purpose. But tbeti if tht licoulc do tint
Coisse. Ah, tltcrc's the rub. WVlîat mnens cani bc useti
to bring oui tht people, especially tht peaple wîo,
neei inosi te attend? Tbaî's lthe question. That
problens bas neyer yet baen solveti. Ont gooti pre.
liminany step toward ils solution would bc ta canditily
admîitiîtant Prcsbytcrian inissionary mieetinîgs are olten
the mast poorly attendeti meetings helti in ihis
cauntry. WVhen wvc have acknowledgcd liait tact themi
wc may begin to iniprave maîters. l>erhaps the
chiltiren ai ligbt înîgbt'learns a usefi lesson train the
chiltiren af tbis iarîti, or, as suime vcry reineti peo-
pie seem ta think, af a woild lowcn than ihis omît.
Tht party politicians have for mantbs been holding
meetings over ail ibis country liant have been.-ittentird
by thousand-.. For nîonths t0 come tbey will holti
meetings attentiet by thousantis mare. Hon, do tbcy
bring out tht thousantis %visit tht best sessions in lime
Church nîaght be puzzlcd to gel up a nîssianarynmeet-
ing that woulti draw% tîiîy ? MNr. Blakes irientis or
Sir John's frientis can arrange a meeting mn alinost
-nny place tîmat will draiv 2,000a or 3,000 an any kînti
of veaîher. There as not a Prcsbytery in tht western
part of this Churcb iliat can arrange a stries ai mis-
sianary meetings çanducteti by lis own members i
cach ai which tht Presbytcry can be sure ai an audi-
ence ofîtwenty ' How do thege policaans reclih tht
people ? How do îbcy brmng out tht people? Howv
do they move ýlîe people when îbey are brotiglt
out ? WVould it flot pay as weli ta lcarn a littît troan
ibese men as ta denounce îhenra? To say libait lthe
people tlke an inîcresi in politics is t0 tser tht masi
drivelling af coimimonplaces. WTotld ulmey lake n spe-
ci intenest in politics if no mntias werc useti ta alît-
rest theani? What candidate would rîsk bis electian on
the kinti ot efforts that many Presbylerians makze ta
secuire aid for tht Scbemes of the Churcbi. No
politician fit tbc bout of an insane asylum would risk
ten voies on tht macbinery useti in many congre-
galsions ta collect maney ta senti the Gospel to tht
heathen.

Onc thing is vcry clear. Ansy Scicie sisa: is nat
well broughi before tht people must fait. Wecre i flot
s0 pitiable, i waulti be vcry amusingita watch a church
court, tven the Gencral Asscmbly, passiag resolutions
commending Scîmemles ta the liberaliiy ofthbe people.
J usi pnss a resolution or necom imentdation, yau knon%,
anti tht tiing is dont ! Fancy the Tory members ai
Ottawa passing a nesolution that the country shoulti
support themn, anti tht Grits passing anoîber that the
country simouiti support ihern anti leaving thetrmatter
there !! Weil, yes, tbey migbt do sonîclbing marc,
lhey might senti a capy ai tht nesolutian ta counîy
associations, whicb would be about tht equivaleni ai
the ecclesiastical procedure known as sending îhings
down t0 Presbytcnies. Vs lien we compare tht efrorts
matie b>' poli tical- maniage rs ta move tht people vitm
the efforts matie by the Preshyterian Church ta stis-
port bier Schemnes in miany places, ont wandets abat
tht Presbyterian Churcli lives. Its existence is the
strangest possible evitience of ils divine origin.

The cangregational meeting anti tht Bible So-
ciety meeting must bc laid over for future irenînient

TiUE alier I grow-anti 1 now stand on tht brinkl
ai eternity- -the more cornes back ta mc the seten,.c
mn the c.atec.hismr %'llich I learniet whens a ild, .-nd
tht tuiller anti deeper tht mtaning cames . " What ab
tht -hief end <jfrnan ? To glarit> God, anti rnjo) 114111
tarevcr."-Twomas Carlyle,

RAMilLES AMIONVGST SI'ISS 11ILLS.

A WEEK IN ViIE, JURA.

The industries carrieti on ln the valicys of the )tira
-tht factories for watch.maing, the milis for the lire.
pairatian of asphait, the distilleries fur absinthe, etc.,
supply matter for -an lntcresting letter. But natural
abjcts are perbaps more suitable for description dur-
ing sumaier rambies, andi thcrefore 1 confine myseîf
at preserit tri

ERRATIC IILOCKS AND 1IOULI)EtS,
wbcîarc met with flot oniy on the crests of tht jura

Halmls, but 'in the sides of alanost cvtry mounatain in
Switzcrland. If titis letter prove uninteresting tht
(ntuit %vii bc the writer's, not thai of the theme, wbich,
tuaitl intelligent rentiers, mnust awaken îhouglit by ils
suggestivmicss.

T.lesc bouidcrs are sonîctinies calldIl fti ndliiîgz§,"
or wandcring blocks, being, in many cases, roundi iorty
or fihty stades or still grcater distances frrat thecir origi-
nal houles. Thicy arc of ail sizes froms thai of a large
bill to bodics of such dimensions lihant froms tht con-
tents of a single stone, a salidti wo-staried building
lias been buiît. In anoîher case 1 saw a large bouse
erecteti on the top of ont af tlîem. Tht former bears
ain inscription in Germian, of which thç following i3
nt lenst the bense :

From out a great rcd acte.sione,
To many ltie picces biown,
Bi hand of mian anti powdcr's bias,
M as made ibis house s0 firms andl fast,
Goti in Ilis mercy leep it sound,
Let no ill*luck its wails cuntounti.

%Vhenevcr they are round in quantities, one ai least,
for saisie reasGa bas gaI a popullar naine by which il
is known. ln the jura the favaurite boulder is calleti
I>ierre a Bot." It stands on the sitie of Mâont
Chaumant, andi to visit it fromn Neuchatel makes a
pleasant walk. It msensures fifty fect in lengih,
ttveîiy in widtb, «anti is frony feet bigh, sa tliant ils
volume is 40,000 cubic fest. But this is strait colis
pareil ivitit others t0 be scen. Take for examnpic tht
green siate boulder drappeti by the Schwarîzberg gin-
decr in iSiS. To ste it, tourists leave the train ni
Visp, on the Rhanc, anti go up the valley whicb tends
to Zermatt This valley divides at Staliden, two
haours tràm Visp -tht vnllcy to the right leatis ta Si.
Nicholas and Zermatt, thai ta the left to Sans andi
Monte Moro. Thrce haurs above Sans bring yau t0
this gigantic boulder, wvhich measures 244,000 cubic
(et, anti trami il tht glacier hns naw retreateti haIt n
mile. In a chesaut grave above 'Monthey, in the
Rhonse vallcy, anmongsî an immense number of toal-
tiers, is the huge IlPierre Atizo," wvhich is cizriously
balanceti on a point but a fcwv inches in area. But
it is lime to ask,

%'.IIENCE CAM~E THEY ANI) 110W?

The first part of the question, science lias no dlifi
culcy in answering. Tht nînterial af which they are
composeti gives tht key to their original home. The
agency by îvhich they were transportet 1 their preseit
site has occupicti much of the time andti îoughr af
men of science ; but this has aise been sntisfactanîly
solveti. of course, at tirst, very crude nations wcre
helti andi roundi utterance. lt ivas supposeti, for
exampît, that nature, at the lnst elevatian af tht Alps,
took. ta tbrowing vast volcanic bombs, and that these
errant fragments bid beens electeti anti scatirfted, as
they are touati, over bill ar.d date. By anti by, how-
ever, tht naturc anti motions ai glaciers camne tu bc
studmeti-the first idea beîng thrawn out by Venvtr,
an engîncer of the Cantan af Valais. This idea ivas
takens up andi studieti by Charpentier, Forbes andi
Agassiz, anud the concluston arrved at tras that thec
boulders hati bcen lantiet nt their scveral localities
off the backs oi enormaus glaciers whicli, at anc lime,
filledti hesc valîcys, modîfyîng if tnt rcally creaîîng
theni. On the rétasans wlîicii led ta Ibis thcory wc
nccd liai tiwell, furtlber than ta say tîmat tht v'alleys
thcmsclves indîcate, in several wvays, that at onetalme
tbcy wcre tlîc betis af giganîle glaciers which liati
passeti 6.brough them, rauntiing the surface ai tht
rocks in sanie cases i,ooo, fecî abave tht present level
ai tht valîtys, sîriating anti polishing theni so ibat
îlîey someatimes glitter like mirrors in tht sun.

I s quise cammun, even notv, where glaciers aro
shrinking, ta stec the marginal rofd<s laid bare for a
hcîght ai flfty or ont huntireti feet abavc the presenit
gla..ier, anti the roiks thus.exposeti bear ikcmiarks aiad
moraines, soçir; ancient ýssd oihots miodern, shewinR


