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Tnenre wero 205 applicants for license at the last
termiual cxamiaation of the N. B. Normal school:
6 for grammar school; O for first-class; 104 for
sceend, and 83 for third,

T result of tho entranco cxaminations at the
Normal- school was a3 follows: Of the 122 who
stood examination, 06 passed successfully, 39 wers
admitted conditionally, and 21 wore rejected; 08
were admitted by-certificate or lcouse, making the
total number corolled for the term 169,

A wniten in the Sackville Post criticises the
action of a local school VLoard, in sclecting o
stranger to il a, position, to the exclusion of local
teachens of excellent ability.  Wo are not informed
of the circums®ances of tho case, and aro not ina
position, therefore, to givo aoy opinion. One
sentence, if the corrcspondent is correct in his
sssumption, is deserving of tho attention of
thoughtful p whoare interested in our cduca-

tional progress: -

® * » Tho crying ovil is tho lack of age and
cxpericnce found in tho teaching stall of to-day.
The greatest interest, thoone most vital to the per-
maneat progress of our people, is at this time
lurgely committed to boys and girls, the great
majority of whom have not ¢he most Temoto idea
of wachinf,' over four or fivo years, tho yonng gexd-
ticmen being largely aspirants for the clerical, legal
or medical professions, or civil list promotios, and
yet theso sre choson in preferenco to men who have
devoted yoars to the work, whose experienco alone
is worth more than all the uncarncd recommenda.
tions that these come armed with.

Ixrorzaxt 7o Scmoor Txacuzes.—The lepality of
koeplag » ¢hild 11 school witer ‘bours for not
learciag his lossons was tasted Iz an Raglish - law coart

tly, when the ther of a little boy had the head
master of theschool he atlended before the conrt. The.
jnigo. in giving his decision, said that the mastsr bad no
authority to

igsen the children the duty of stn:{l;
ing athome, that be, tharefore, lud notight todet=
him, avd he also saidthatin hls oplalon this delention

u:tountodwto an ta.:&}t. A:otxho plslnuﬂ in tho case gg
not wish to pross o master was discharged on

coste. Ohnadian teachers can take the-lesson bp‘:;’e.—
Guelph Mercury.

Wo think Truro teachers should take notice and

vern themselves accordiogly.  Anotber matter
18 the whipping of childio, %'(c thiolk the teacher
exceeds his or her authority and breaks tho law
when'they undertake to.whipachild, "When they
cannot toach them. without whippiag them, they:
shonld sead them home to thelr parcats lnstead. —
Truto Sun. o

Sach commeats as theabovoareét Joubtfal pro-
pticty, and barm is Jiable to o dono instesd of
good by their poblication. Frequedt and injadi-
clons koeping in after hours is demornlizing to a
school, and the same is true, to &' greater degreo,
of frequent resort to corporal pusithment, The
teacher who is able to govern without resorting 0
oithsr, cxcopt 00 very rare occasions, has grappled

with and solved n groat educational problem But
such power comes from naturs, tact, expericnce.
To expect that those aro possesst by all
toachers to tho degreo that shall enable them to
govern without resort to forco is perhaps to expect
too much. We havo faith that wo are gradually
approaching that happy era whon all cruel and
barbarous punishments will have becn abolished in
our schools, and when lovo and tact will bo the
governing powers. But society will havo to
advance in this respect before such a siate of things
can exist, Iu tho meaotime, gentlemen of the
quill, let your ardor for roform bo tempered with
moderation and wisdom. Such paragraphas as the
abovo do much to weaken the authority of tho
teacher and raiso disaffectionnnd rovolt,  Sensible
parents would much rather havea littlo wholesotne
scverity cxereised in tho schoolroom than that
theic children should be turncd out of school with
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in hours of exhuusting labor over oxamination
papers; pupils have been tortured also in rack-
ing their brains to discover thoanswers to senscless
catch questions, Tut thoso who would do away
with written oxaminations in the school havo
nothiog to proposs as a substitute by which o
studcat’s scholarship and progress can bo correctly
tested. Thoy would abolish what some may abaso
but which others make one of the most valuable
class cxcrcises, By it pupils may ve trained to
think cleatly and jatelligently, to condenso and
make a» preciso as possible their information on
agiven subject, and to cxhibit to othicrstheamount
of exact knowledgoe thoy may have acquired. Tho
one who is chilefly interested in ohsercing this
growth of knowledge is the fi:acher, for the reasons
abovo stated. o

But how can results be secured without sub-
tracting too much from the working power of the

the praspoct of haviug -thelr prospects in life
marred.- 1% us aim rather to lead to a better state
of things by enforcing the precopts of obedicnce,
uad respeet to authority, than by iojudicious re-
flections recommending what may be productive of

iojury and discontent,
WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS.

Tho value of written cxaminations in schools
depends oltogethor upon the object in view. If
they are designed to pofot out to the teacher where
he bas failed in being explicit and thorough in his
teaching, and to show him -thpt tho student has
thoroughly mastered the subjects. taught, the cnd
gained is & very -important one.  Writing upoun a
subject throws the pupil upon his own resources,
gives hum facility in expressiog his thoughts, gives
him cucouragement and self-reliance, if, as wo have
beforo said, tho teaching has been explicit and
thorough.

But tho teacher is the one most benetited by
theso written examinations after all. Golng care-
fully over the, papersbefore him, hois weighing the
cffectivencss of his own teaching at tho samo time
that ho is testing the effect of it upon thominds of
his scholars. If tho rosult is satisfactory ho is ca-
couraged, and can with coufidence lead his pupils
into higher paths of knowledge. But too often
thesa rosults nro not satisfactory. Thoy aro-even
discouraging. The teacher finds that listlcssness
and. dulness, his inveterate focs, havo pot bieen
overcome. It is wrong to indulge io fault-finding
at such results; unless the fault be placed on tho
proper atouldors. If the teachor has judgment
and common sense ho will not waets' tho time in
‘regrets and disgust over tho meatal torpor, or de-
fects in tho previous tralniog of his pupils, but ko
will see that his duty to himsclf and to them re-
qulrces that he cxert himself afresh to overcome
those defects which this examination test brings to
light,

Ther is 0o subjett of common-school routine
that has been more perverted in tho hands of in.”
judicious persons than the written: cxamination.
Teachors who do not recognizs its educational value
bavoabused it.  Writers whomake up theic minds
from viowing ono aide of-a.casq, bave condemned
it a3 bitbarous, and 23 an.instramcht-of torture to;
the rising gonoration  Pérhapyitivsd to & cortain.
‘exteut.

Teachers vse Uphde

givf enb ) E
.."Jxlﬁmrr working power

teacher? By making oceasionally the examination
of written papers a class exereise  The writer has
adopted this plan, at Intervals, for many years, sud
hisowa exjiericoce and that of others who have
adopted the same plan, convinceshim that it is one
of tho best exercises that can e adopted. This
would, of course, be possible only with students in
advanced grades. Papers may be exchanged aud
examincd hy tho puplls, tho teacher directing the
award in cach case. Thus a question may be
Tooked at‘Irom all polats of view, and many iuter-
esting facts in councction ‘with it brought out,
climinatiog from the replies, whatover may bo
trivial, incorrect, or forcign totho subject. Both
teacher and pupil are benefited by this process of
looking at and cxamining a question from many
prints of view, and tho judgment s tmined in de-
ciding what is valuable or trivial in the apswers
Tho processis fn the highest degres educational,
and may Se resorted to with advaotageat intervals,
say of ono month, for purposes of isstruction
merely. When tho student comesto the test of an
cxamination at the cnd of the term, when other
oxaminers, not stricter, though, thaa his fellow
pupils, are to estimato his papers, he will- welcomo
tho test, consclous that. his knowledge, his power
of preciss expressior, aund readiness, bave been im-
preved in tho tmining ‘he has had in wmaking

“written examinations a part of class work.

Tiug London school board is truc to British
traditions; it refuses, by.s voteof thirty to fiftecn,
to abolish flogging in tho schools, but it decides
that the power shall be restricted to the head-
masters, who are told, 10 addition, that the more
thoroughly qualifled and.skilful a feacher is, the
Tess ‘nceessary.will it bg farhim o resort to cor-
porst punishmeat.  Tho:ides that foggicy breaks

the average boy’s spirit, or humiliates him in such

adcgreo as to injure him, is a modern American
pamby-pamby notion. Boys, os a general rule,

tako & flogging as they tako any other punishment
“brought upon them Ly thele alus, asa sozt of pur-

gation, tha pain of which they should bear maa-
folly. They take their licking as thoy wenld pay
adebt, withouta scase of shamo or disgace ex-
cept that which is caused by the oficnco,

Prorssson -GorLowix-Sutr, it is reported, will
shortly. return 10 Eogland from Cansda avd take np
his residence st Oxford. .



