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mightq by this tie have been, perhaps, and only perbaps,
in a condition to unite into one consolidated Government;
but certain politicians and capitalists having defeated that
projeet t'wenty years ago, special interests tookc the place
grreat, general interests migbht by this time have occupied;
vested rights and local amrbitions arose and were recognized:
and ail these had to be admiitted as existing in a pretty
advanced stage of developinen t, when our Conferences were
called together. (Hear, hear.) The lesson to be learned
from this squanderingy of quarter centuries by Britiàs
Americans is this,that if we lobe the present propitious oppor-
tunity, we may tind it as bard a few years hence to get an
audience, even for any kind of union (except Amnerican
union) as we should have found it to get a hearing- last ear
for a Legislative union, from the long period of estrangre-
ment and non-intercourse which had existed between thesýe
Provinces, and the special interests which had grown up in
the meantime in each of them. (Chers.) Another miotive
to union, or rather a phase of the last motive spoken of, is
this, that the policy of our neigrhbors to the south of us bas
always been aggressive. There bas always been a desire
amongst them for the acquisition of new territory, and ùthe
inexorabi<3 law, of democratie existence seemns to be its
absorption. They coveted Florida, and seized it; they
coveted LDaisiana, and purchased it~; they coveted Texas,
and stole At, and then they picked a quarrel with Mexico.
which ended by their getting California. (Hear, hear.>
'Jihey somietimes pretend to despise these colonies as prizes
beneath their ambition; 'but had we not had the strong
arin of England over us, we should not, now have had a
separate existLence. (Cheers.) The acquisition of Canadia
was the first ambition of the American Confederacy, and
neyer ceased to be so, wvhen ber troops were a handful and
ber navy scarce a squadron. Is it likely to be stopped
now, when she counb-, her guns afloat by thousands ana
ber troops by hundreds of thousands ? On this motive, a
very powerful expression of opinion bas lately appeared in
a published letter of tLe Archbishop of Halifax, Dr. Con-
nolly. Who is the ArcU bishop of Hialifax? In either of
the coast colonies, wbere he has labored in bis bigh vocation
for nearly a third of a Pentury, it would. be absurd to ask
the question; but in Canada he mnay not be equally wel
known. Soi-ne of niy honorable friends in this andi tiue
oCher EHOUSe, wvho were his guests last car, must h ve feit
the impress of bis character as well as the wvarmth of is
hospitality. (Efear, hear.) Well, he is known as one of


