
3 The Presbyterian College journal

keeps distinct, inasmucli as lie regards the new conception of
God, -%vlichl underlies the former, as a resuit of the app)ication
of evôlutjonary inetliods to Scripture inter-pretation. Dr.
Hillis shows, whiat every thinking man and -woman is well
awvare of, that our present day theology runs in many Nways,
far from ail, on different lines f roin that of Calvin, the West-
minster divines> and Jonathan Eclwards, s0 that, for instance,
Divine Sovercignty in Reprobation is no part« of the Church's
wvorking creed, while love, whichi is the fulfilling, of the wvhole
law, lias supersedeci fear and slavishi obedience to legal cnact-
mnent, as the religious rule of life. But, according to the Gos-
pel, for tliere lias been no recent revelation to add to it, this
change of theological attitude sliould. have taken place nighi
on to nineteen centuries ago. If Dr. Hillis likes to use that
terin it wvas evotvedl tien. It was evolved in but one God-
man, liowever, and the rcst of the world lias been going back
to thé weak and beggarly elemients of former iînperfect dis-
pensations ever since. Christ caine in the fulness of trne, wve
are told, but it'looks as if, in many respects at least, H e wvas
eigliteen centuries and more before His time. Whethcer it
was originally donc to propitiate Bebrew convcrts, or> wvitli
the Alexandrians to coxîformi to Greek philosopliy, or with
Augrustine and tlie Western Fathers, to conforin to Roman
law, the Newv Testament wvas not only reduccd to the level of
the Old, but wvas actual.ly made of littie cifeet whien it differcd
from the saine. If it is theories of evolution that have at last
led Christiani mnen to sec that Christ is grreater than ail hioly
prophets and scribes, God be thanked for evolution. Sone
men knewv this fact, howcver, before these theories v. ere, in
vogn ie, and suffercd as hieretics ; others sec it now wlio take
little stockz in current Darwxnianisni.

As to the higlier critieism -%vhich tlie author touches on in
bis tenth chapter, lie is deliglitfully vague> and hurts nobody.
0f prophecy and miracle hie steers very clear. By the bye,
lie does make the Book of Jonali a parable, and compares
it with that of the prodigal son, following, Dr. Lymnan Abbott's
lead. Dr. Hillis's evolution is that of Dr. Abbott. Evil in
the world is the brute, and heavenward progrcss is man's
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