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k-crncl of permanent trutli. Secoixdly, the Divine iuîethiod of
a(lifiiisterilig the Kingdomn is evolutionary. This is cleariy
recogllize( ini the parables of Jesuis ; and the Ihistory of the
cariy Cliîurch tlîrows lighit uipon it. The spirit of God used
thie educative niietiioc of libcrating the t2arly Christians froni

the trammiiels of narrow natiolialisii. Ini the kingdoni of
grace as iveli as ini nature, as lias been w'ell said, " The nest

iseiilte( b hlatchingwo its egand tepos of
is~ eZpi> ZID thZDeg, ti rcs

incubation requires patience and tiîne." he spiritual con-

tent of Jesus' tcaciiing couid flot 1e aplreciated ail at once

by his disciples. Its iiieaingicgradualiy daxvned on the mind

of the carlv cixurcli. If we iiiust go to the synioptists for the

inost accurate record of Jesus' words, wc mîust also seek in

the later books oi tue Newv Testament for the real Mind of

thé Master. The Spirit graduaily le(i the church into

truth. N-e broughit the words of Christ to tlheir reniemi-

brance, and iliterpreted thieir spiritual rneaning. T'flaiia-

g11-,uage ini which* the Coingii of Christ is set forth ini the synop-

tics is apocaiyi)tic. It seenus to favor au outwar(i spectacular

,Advent. The fourth gospel, on thc other lbaiud, represents

it as esscxîtiaiiy iiw'ard and spfiritual. We cannot read the

fare,%vell discourses of our Lord'as given by tie fourth evan-

geiist, side*by sid e ýwitii his escliatologicai discourse, as given

by the Synoptists, withiout being struck b>' the contrast. The

popular mioderni cry is-" Back to, tue Christ of tue first tiîree

cvanclists." Ycs-for the exact words of Jesus, perhaps.

But for the spiritual tiîouglit-for tue reai Mulid of tue M-\,as-

ter-sîould ive not go to, tixose iývlo lxad thc longest experi-

ence of the Spirits training axîd guidance ? The latcst Gospel
iay be takzen as a inature interpretation of the words of

Christ, and its atiihor Icaves us ini no, doubt that lie tiîougit

o! the Second Goming as csscntially iinward anmd spiritual (3o).

The saine eclucative proccss nîay 1e xîoticcd ini tue wvritings

of the Aposties. Peter and Jamies speak of tue Comning as

an apocaiyptic advcnt-a catastrophic cvcnit-whlichi is spccdily.

30). Compare -ilso Mnithcw 'S : 20 --li Luke 17 -20-21.


