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JESUS AMONG THE
WIS: MEN.

Tsx apoceyphal legend
says that on the journey
froms Jerusilem the boy
“Jesus left the caravan
and returned to the Holy
‘City. With far greater
truth and simplicity St
_Luke informs us that—
absorbed inaldl probubility
Jin the-rush of new and
-elevating-emotions - he
“tarried behind in Jer-
usalem.” A day-elapsed
“Lefore the parents dis-
covered their loss; this
they would-not do until
-they arrived-at-the ple
of evening rendezvous,
anl all day long they
would Le free from all
“anxiety, supposing that
-the-boy was with some
other. group of - friends or
“relatives in that_long car-
"avan,  But when evening
‘tame, atd their diligent
-inquiries led-to no trace
of hiw, they would-learn
the bitter fuct that lwe
wag  altogether nissing
from thezland of return.
iug pilgrims.  The next
Way, in aliwm and an.
guish —perliaps, too, with
some sense of self.reproach
that they-had not lwen
wore faithful to their
Faacred  cliarge—they re
trnced=their-steps to Jere
Jaalem.  The country wag
in-n wild-nnd-unsettied
state. The ethnarch
FArchelaus, after ten-years
of a cruel and- disgraceful
ioign, had recently-leen
‘deposed-by the Emperor,

by-Copouias, the first pr o
ravolt which, uvler Judas of Gamala and the
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fmﬂ*hﬁﬁdml*—to Vieune, in Gaul. The Romans moment-wereassembled about-the walls of Jecasa
‘md annexed the nrovinge over which hiebad ruled,  leni their Son should have mew wath harm Truly s belive on b, and st to opprese-li 10 years-
aud-the-introduction of- their system of taxation  on that day of misery and-dread must the sword
. , had=kindied the | have puierced_through the viggin motlier's jiout ¢

hed-at his-

fore themn

the door, Jowpl and " Mary_found the e Lia
ferstand. Fillal with that adimost adorng sparit of gevenn e '(

ing and answers” The
Jast expression, 1o les
than the entire context,
aad all that we-kuow of
the charcter of Jesus nnd
the nature of the circum-
stances, sliows that the
Boy was there to ingquire
and learn. not, ns the
Arnbic Govpel of the fu-
fancy represents 1t, to
cross examne the doctors
“each in turn”—not to
expound the number of
the sphierex and- colestual
bodies, nud thewr sty
and operations —still Jess
to “explun pliysics and
metaphysies, by perpliysics
and hypopliasies ” (1) Al
these ure-but the -tictions
of those who preferred
their heretical funcies of
what was fitting, to the
simple -truthfuluess with
which the-Evangehst lots
us sce that Jesus, like
other cliuldren, grew up m
gradual kuowledge, con-
sutently with the natuml
course of -human develop-
ment.  He was-theie, ns
St. Luke shows us, in all
humility and reverence to
his elders, as an engers
hearted wnd gifted learnes,
whose enthusinsns kindled
their admiration, and
whose bewring won- their
esteen ad Jove.,  All
tuge -of  nrrogance and
farwardness wus uttetly
alien to his chamcter,
wliach, from lis sweet
chillhood  upwand, was
ek and lowly of heart.
But though none wight
conjecture who was be-

and though -hardly -one of-them- lned

Here, thien, seated, but doubtless at the feet-of lus
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to-come — wihich-of them all would wot-liave been
chicaed s sstontshiedat a glunivos ad nobles
Neither-on-that duy, nor- during the mght, nor, heattel boy, v all the early beauty of Ins hie, |
Pharisee Sadoc, wm -ed the whole country n-a ; throughout a-considernble-part-of-the third day, s whe, thongh he had noversdearned-in the-schools of
storm_of sword ar  dame. Tws disturbed state ; did they discoves -him,till-at last-they found him | the Rublng, yet shosed so marvellous a widom,
of-the political 1 on would not only render . in-the pl.\cc,\nhich.»sslmngvb enough, seems to have , and so derp a-knowwadge in-all things-Dune?
ificult when once they lad leen the-lastwhere they searched for-hum—an the .
Jeft *he shelter of -he caravan, but would also Temple, *sitting in the-midst of-the doctors, both  teadhiers, on the tany-culoured mosaicwhnh foried ;
fy their dread Jest, awong ail the wild hearing them and adang them-questions . and Al
ts of -warring uationalities wlich at such 2, that hieand him- were ast




