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 LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER TO PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND TO GOOD WORKS."—HrBREWS X. 24,

MONTREAL, TUESDAY, OCTOBLR 6, 1810.

i

DISSOLUTION OF THEUNION BLTWEEN
THE BRITISH AND UPPER CANADIAN
WESLEYAN CONFERENCES.

PROCEEDINGS AXD DECISION OF THE CONFERENCE
ON MATTERS RLLATING TO THE UNION WhETWEERN
THE DRITISI CONFERENCE AND HHE LITER CA-
FADA CONFEREACE, AND T0 OUR MISSIUNS 1A
UPFER CANADA.

TO TUE LDITOR OF THE WESLEVAN.

Dran Sir,

‘The following statement, taken from the minutes
of the Wsleyan Methodist Conference, held in
Newsastle-upon-Tyne, in July Let, 15 an outhine
of the proceedings of that Venerable Body, with
reference to the Union which lately subsisted be-
tween the British and Upper Canada Conferences.
A more detailed account ofthe causes of difference
between the two Confercnces above referred to,
will be published in ashort time.  But as many
of our friends in the Upper and Lower Province
are anxious to ohtainsome infermation on the pre-

“sent state of our affairs, 1 deem it necessary to
place before them, for their immediate considera-
uon, this brief statement of the course pursued by
our fathers and brethrun in the Jate Sessivu,

These documents wiil sufficiently prove that
the British Couference has spared 1o pains i en-
deavouring to adjust the differcnces which have
unhappily arisen between the two bodies, and
that when thear reasonable proposels were rejected
by the Representatives of the Upper Canada
Confesence, they were reluctantlly led to the con-
clusion that any further univn than that of a
frieadly reletion, such as ought to eaist between
2}l parts of the Wesley an family, coald no longer
continue with satisfaction to eather party.

Believe me,
Dear Sir,
Yours respectfully,

Joseri Stinsox.
Montreal, October 3, 1810.

Tie Conference last year appointed a Special
Committee to decide finally in all matters relating
to the upion caisting bitwen the Brtish Confer-
ence and the Upper Conada Conference, and
to ourIndian Missions in Upper Canada. A large
Committee was also this year appointed by the
Conference, to investigate the proceedings of the
aforesaid Cdhmittee of last year—to consider the
Resolations which were adopted by the Upper
Canada Conference of 1810—and to recdive the
communications of the Rev, Egeiton Ryerson and

Rev. William Ryerson, the Representatives de-
puted by the Upper Canada Coafetence to at-

tend the Butish Corference.  The Comniittee
last named sat several days, and a length pre-
sented a copious Report to the Conference, which
Report received a few verbal alterations and ad-
ditions, and on the whole of which, as thus
amended, the decision of the Conference was
then given.

L. Tuw Repont or Tue CoMMITTEE.

During the long and carcful examination of the
important subjects referred to the Committee,
vanous Ducuments were read or dacgely quoted,
and oral testimomes received, comptising the fol-
lowing Articles :—

1. Dr. Alder’s Statement df the Procecdings of the
Comnuttce appointed by the Brtish Conference for the
Affairs of Upper Canada in 1839

2. Articles of Union between the British Conference
and the Conference of Upper Canada, degwn up in 1833,
3. ‘The Rev. John Beecham’s Statements and Ex-
|\¥aualions in illusiration of the aforesaid Articles of
Union.

4. ‘The Rev. Georze Marsden’s Explanatory State-
ment respecting the Note appeaded by the Upper Ca-
nada Conference of 1833 to the 5th clause of the Gth
Article of Union, and.the first Payment of the Governs
ment Grant for our missions in Upper Canada.

5. Statements of the Rev. Edmund Grindro@, Rev.
William Lornd, aud Rev. Joseph Stinson, who have been
Presiucnts of the Upper Canada Conference  and also
of the Rev. Matthew Richey.

6. Letter from the Rev. Egerton Ryerson to Dr. Al-
der in 1834,

7. Extracts from the Minutes of the Upper Canada
Conference, held in Torento in 1837, on Gorernment
Grants for rcligious purposes—nvohing principles
which might have Leen pleaded By the Govermncut as
a rcason for wiitiolding from the Wesleyan Missjonary
Socicty theGrant pledged to that Socicty from the Casual
and Territorial Revenue for the support and extension
of our Missions amongst the Indians and destitute Set-
ters in Upper Canada; and which, in point of fact, did
induce the Lozal Governinent to decline for a time to
renew, in conformity with the instructions of the Scere-
tary of State for the Colonics, the payment of the sus-
pended Grant.

8. Extracts from Lctters of the Rev. Joseph Stinson,
under dates October and November, 1838, and Jan-
uary, 1839—shening that the peace of our Sociclics
in Canada was disturbed through an haoitual and zcal-
ous interference with secular and party politics by the
 Christian Guardian 3" which paper, being the avowed
and oflicial organ of the Upper Canada Conference,
virtually involved the British Conference, during the
subsisting Union, m a common responsibility as to
principles and cousistency.

9. Dr. Alder’s Letter to the Rew. Joseph Stinson,
dated London, January 13, 1839, on the subjects re-
ferred to in the aborve named Letters of Mr. Stinson.

10. Letter of the Scerctaries of the Wesleyan Mis-
sionary Socicty to the Licutenant Governor Sir George
Arthur, dated London, Febraary 8, 1839, announcing
the mission of Dr. Alder to our Socictics in British
North Amcrica, and to the Lpper Canada Conferepce,
disclaiming, on the part of the Weslcyan Missionary
Socitty, all participation in the responsibility attached
to certain publications on questions then agitated in
Canada—and cxpressing their anxicly to mantain the
honour and consisteney of our relizious character, and
1o preserve ““a'l the Socictics, with whom they are in
any degree identificd, in habits of Joyalty and peace, and
of exclusive devotedness, i their collective and ecele.
siastical relations, to the great work of protoling the
spiritual and cternal interests of mankind.”?

11. Letter of the President of the British Conference,
the Rev. Thomas Jackson, 1o the Rev. Egerton Ryer-
son, complaining of Lis official advocacy of principles
in the Christian Guardian, iticcnsistent with, and op~
posed to, the principles held and often declared Uy the
British Coafcrence.

12. Extract from the Minutes of the Upper Canada
Conference, held at Hamilton, in June, 1839, contain-
ing the scitlement of matlers in disputs up to that
period, and an smicable arrangement fur the {uture.

s

13. Extracts fivin the Chrslian Guardian on the
same subject.

14, Dr. Alder’s Letter to the Rev. Joseph Stinson,
dated New York, October 9, 1839,

15. Extracts from the Letters of the Rev. Joseph
Stinson and Rev. Matthew Richey to Dr. Alder in 1839
and 1840, '

16. Memoris! addressed to the Governor General by
the Rev. Joscph Stinson, Presidant of the Upper Canada
Conference, and Superintendent of our Missions In
Upper Canada, and by the Rev, Matthew Richey, Su.
perintendent of Toronto,

17, Letter to Dr. Alder from Mr. Vernon Smith,
M.P., Under-Sceretary of State for the Colonies, dated
BDowning Strect, 1840, caclusing, by order of Lord
Jolin Russell, an important communication of the Rev.
Egerton Rycrson’s to the Governor General, and which
Mr. Vernon Smith’s Letter deseribes as respecting the
Grant to the Wesleyan Missionary Society.

18. Dr. Alder's fctter to the Righit Honowralle
Lord Julin Russcll, Her Majesty's Principal Sceretary
of State for the Colonics, in reply to Mr. Vernon
Smith’s communication.

19. Resolutions of the Committee appointd Uy the
British Conference of 1839 to decide sinally on all mat~
ters relating to the Union existing Letween the British
Conference and the Upper Canada Conference, qud to
our Indian Missions in Upper Canada, held at 77,
Hatton Garden, London, on \Weduesday, April 29,
18405 which Resolutions specify the three diskinct alle-
gations or wmatters of complaint, to which reference §s
made in the Resolutions of this Committce hercinallet
inserted.  (Sce Resolution 1.)

20. Correspoudence of the Rev. Bgeston Byerson
with the Goscrnor General of British North America.

21. Resolution uin Government Grants for Religious
Purposes, submitted by Dr. Alder to the Upper Canada
Confcrence at Hamilton, in 1839

22. Addresses of Upper Canada Conference, held at
Belleville, in Junc, 1840, to the British Conference.

23. Resolutions. in accordance with the sicws of the
British Conference, which were proposed to the Upper
Canada Conference an 1840, and negalived by a large
majority.

24. Resolutions of the Upper Canada Conference in
1840, carmied by a large majunty, after thosc laste
mentioned were negatived.

25, Report of the Conumitee on Pritish Canadian
Affairs, hld at N cncastle-upon-Tyne, on Friday cven-
ing, July 31, 1810,

In connection with the recital or quotation of
the preceding documgnts, the Rev. Egerton Ry-
erson and Rev. William Ryerson, as lepresenta~
tives of the Upper Canada Conference, were also
heard at very great length; and every other me-
thod was used, at several successive Meetings, to
obtain a full exposition of the case. After all
which, the Commiltce agreed to recommend the
following Resolutions to the Conference,

I. That the three allcgations, or matters of
comnplaint, contained in the Resolutions of the
Comnmittee on Canadiun Affairs, at their Meeting
on the 29th of April last, and forwarded by that
Comumittee to the Upper Canada Conference, are
regarded as fully proved : and that, after seriously
considering the explanations and defence of the
Rev. Egerton Ryeison and Rev, William Ryer-
son, the Representatives of the Upper Canada
Conference, on these points, and giving them the
full weight to winch they migut be deemed to be
entiticd, the Committee :\?\gccidcdly of opinign
that the Representatives of the Upper Canada
Conference have entirely foiled to establish a
justitication ; inasmuch 2s it appears that, not-
\\‘ilhstandinyj all they have stated and cxplained,
there exjsted,— .

1. A fractical supersedingeof the Rev. Joseph
Stinson, as President, by communicating with the
Governor General separately, and withonut his
knowledge, and by acting without himn, and with
out the Committee of thie Upper Canada Confer
cnce,—of which Committee Mr, Stinson was a

Member, end Chaitman, (€z-v] .o, —0n matters



