
fabrie of t.vrannxxy, the xraieof whieh constitutes tho darkest page in
13x'tisl iso. luisteail of enrrviiug ouit-ns in bis coronation oati hoe
lhad sw'orn te do -the grent ob)jeet.s andi ends' of the Preshyterian Coven-
antedI Retoriïiation vs tiiei attawîd-t to, one of bis Iia-st nets Nwas te SweepI
it. al aa witji the lîe5îînî i of 111 rt , iued lie Jet JBùcr.]y that,
Olue net, ait that bail lienî done l'y the rîjiirli and nation during thirty
years iii f avor of it w'a. sweî aunv l the reliixuiu Acts of Paria-
ment Nvere îlevrianed 1111i 1111d void. Th'Ie covenlit.s wvI'ichi had been s()
soieuily SWO1n tiu suli ee I)î the kcing .111(i parlia aent, Iand liy ai

eas.,were ileclaried to lic ouîlewiNl oaties (11(i were sîuiîsequieuitly ordered
to e i t by~ the 11.i11d, o the ((oiihioil hiigiiin. 'lhui, liv ene -tet of
despotic tyraxîîxy, the wholc er o in f the 1'r-eslvtcianti Chiurch of
~Scotland w:ei eimiletc-ly deîîîoli.sheil. The Prelatie systeiii that hiad been.
set aside Nvas .1-gun set Ili aîîdtlilîd ])iocesnn bi hps ~vre
restored to theo';i foriuet position 2tait oi ''i govcrnxwent, of the
Clîurhcl bv ;V110ds amigaca as.seîlîhes. waýjS aoih and ail v"ere
lîrehib0itcd front ev el oacuîmxîm the Iung. li one day, bet,%eer.
threc hundred and fotir hîzuilcil p>eslytetiai iuuiiistcrs wcrc drLven fromn
thon' ehuirehies, theilr mixamses, aîxd thiiej fiocks. Into the places of these
cjectel ininiisteis inen were inttoihîceil cf the lowest typie in literature

and noral. Bis lptBrnet declarex :-"Thevý wcrc h vis rahr
I ever beard. They Nvem* ignorant to a reuioachi, and nmany of themn
were openly vcoî.

It va.s on tlhe îninistry of sucu nien, that the Presbyterian people of
Scotland wvere required to wait on pain of fines, inipîisonmient, bmînish-
ment and deatit. To turm their bnck-s tmion, their loved pastors wheo had
se long and fatitiftily breken to thein the bread of life-who liad joined
their bands togetlier in the tenderest of earthiy ties-who, liad baptized
their ciidrei-whlo hiad led thoin up the Iiili of communion and had
nxany a tinse coinforted thens iii sorrow's dark heur; and te -%vait upon the
niinistrationz of sucli hireiings ns J3ishop I3nrnet describes, was the demand.
that was mande iipon our Presbyterian forefatisers, on pain of the forfeittsre
of estate, liberty, and even lifle itseit'. Is it strange that they should
refuse 1 Is it stramtge that they shouid refuse te give up their consciences
at the bidding of amsy naaà or any body of mn? Is it strange thîst they
should stilli bld on te the pastors of their choice, and if they couid net
ineet thema in the places wvhere pmayer ivas wont te, be made in former
years, that they should wisis te taceet thein on the mountain side, or the
seciuded gien, or the private dweliing ? And is it strange that faitlsful
ininisters, whlo hiad net receLyed their conmmission from an carthly kin,
shouild refuse to lay it down at the biddin- of ais carthly mnonarcli, and
that, whien driven frem their churches, wvhere they cessid ne longer useet
-%vith tîxeir pxeeple, they should wisli to meet them- in retired spots Nvhcere
"the vulture's eyc" ceuld neot se,. them, and wlhcre l"the foerce lion" could
net annoy.

This wvas the enigin of conventicles, as they were called in those days.
Whien dniven frern their pulpits, the pretsbyterian pastels repaired te the
fields, te the missoutains, te the glis, te any spot that would furnish an
oppertunity of declaring IltIc unsearchablo riches of Christ," undetected
by the eye of the informesr and unnmoiestcd by the sword ef the dragoon.


