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lions are known to ble especially ob1jectionaltie,
having regard to the contalilnation of the wells
or to the pollition of the soil from lone satura-
tion with liquid refuse.

(O 1)1rTH î.î t 1 ) here were 58 cases i Brant-
fordi in Ie year. 1 )r. Griffin states that 7 (f tlhe
IeatVis froi it, or over one half of ail Ihe fatal

cases, besides a iniber of other cases n(ot fatal,
spraig from thlie case of one little girl. In a
heahby neighborhood in a clean and tidy kitch-
en this child was accustonied tg play at Ilhe
kitchein sink, Io piip. water and watch it run
down the water pipe wlich led to a buriedsink
p/it. She contracted fatal diphtheria ; lier faher
took lte disease froi lier and aiso ditd ; and
the other live deathis occurred in one hose, that
of an i nmmediate neighbor visiting and directly
exposed 1 to itis case. Nine other non-fatal cases
occurred amiong the immunediate. neighiori also
exposed. A rigid exclusion of the children froim
school and isolation of exposed persons prevent-
ed tlie wide extension of this local attack. We
should he glad if Di. Griffma would infurm ms if
the sink was trapped in any way.

TlE sUcccESS of the Dry Earth systen, Dr.
Griffin says, lias bcen somiething remiîarkable. No
ie- pit ias been allowed to be constructed for

fuar years, and mtany hundreds of old ones iad
been eiptied, cleaned and filled up with clean
fresi earth. "The sy'tem is owv exclusively in
opeation in all the public schools, tIl couinty
aînd other public buildings and factories, and in
nearly one tusand private premises. Of the
425 pits empltied lduring the year, t90 were for-
ever aholisied. the pits beintg refilled with fresh
earth." This is a good showintg, and will give
goomd results. Tihe puiic niilk suiipy hiad re-
ceived a gr.at deal of attention. The mortality
hai been at the rate of only 14-3 per 1ooo of
population (14,272) dlming the year, but 16-25
duîring the two previous years. The city ex-
pects to soon have a new sewerage sysieni, wlich
a new systen of water supply will render indis-
pensile. The 1-Icalti departient have now a
steai sterilizer, operated by ieans of a gas jet,
for disinfecting booiks and othter siall articles.

TiiEp FOURTHî ANUN'AI. iUWtpoRT- of Dr. 1-Iut-
chinson, medical officer of London, Ont., as

iven in the Free Pr(ss of that city, has just
reached us. It is for the year ending October
31st last It states that, "thte leatith of the city
during the year lias been exceedingly good.

IMuci good work h a ic een donte ; innumîterable
comlitîtainis h.1ve been attended to iany have
beeni ciompelled tl o connect tieir yards and
premises with îite public sewers ; forty-seven
weils have been clocd, and a large number
cleaned : and sixty-eigit sainples of well water
ani ninety of milk were antalylzed at titis office.
365 deaths took place d ring the ye-1r, 438 ist
year and 455 Ite y'car before. Esatmtating the
population at 27,000. this gives a death rate Of
13.14 in the t,o(0, lasi year i. was 16 and tlihe
year before 17 Per 1,000. The death rate lias
decreased in four years foim 23 in each 1.000 to

13.14 The imarialiy from preventable diseases
largelydiecreased,e.cepît fi oui consumption,whic
as isual, carried off th. largest numbher-3o.

TYPHOH1) F :Rof mlihd formi prevailed in
London during the aitànin, which, with the
exception of three imported cases and four
doultfuil ones. were aIll tra-ed to the contaimsin-
ated well water. In a group of six dwellings,
five famiilies used well watel, which, upon Cx-
amination, was found to le wholly utnfit for
domestic purposes. These five famttilies-of
fifteen persons--contracted typhoid, while the
faiilies living in the centre of Ihe group used the
city water and remained entirely free fron the
disease. Seveiity per cent. of all the wells ex-
amined in the city this year were found more or
less contaminated. Soie; discussion followed
the re.ading of the report at the board meeting,
relative to a certain creek r-ported to be a
cause of disease, which shows how reluctant
the noni-medical mind is to admit that certain
sanitary defects are certain to give rise to effects.

l)R. SMALI., of Ottawa, in a aper on the
Classification and Nomenclature of Minerai

Springs, read ait the Banff meeting of the Cana-
dian Medical Association, siggeste-i a simple and
convenient classification. ie would have three
divisions, according as the waters art neutral,
alkaline or acid. No classes for sulphur, iron,
etc.; but, when any of tiese constituents were

present the term would be used as a prefix,
and we would refer to waters as sulphuretted
salines,sulphuretted alkalines- s.lphuretted acids,
or ferrated salines, ferrated alkalines or acids,
as the case imigit be. The Banff springs, cont-
monly known as thermal sulphur, if calied ther-
mal szl/phi-elted ahalka e waale this at once con-
veys an idea of its nature.


