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A LETT'Ef PROMfK FPRiD

SE Lave reeeivcd a letter freui S.
Peter's, Butterwerth, Kaffi-rri,

,tlîaking us uxost heartily for a
grant madle te the ehurcli there in

1884,, and pleading for fnrtlier lielp, ia a senson
of much diatresa which now prevals.

Some extracts L-ken direct frein thec letter
wilI, wa are, sure, go far te iutcrest Euglish
people in the settiemeut.

'At this place, wvlire the parsenage lut
stands, -,e Lave managea te bauld tihe nave of
a littie atone churcîx-" the best bult cluÙrcli
in thc diocese," says eur bishop. Aithougit it
ia se very saul, it is the parish churcli for this
whole cuormons district.

' The Europeaus are uew se poor that they
cannot, 1 fcur, this year, raise evea eur salaries,
se fIat -%ve have very littie hope cf doing auy.
thing for thec durch for sorne time te cerne.

' The fact is tbat the whole countryr la ap-
parentiy on tlie verge cf starvaticu. The
drouglit is se bad, that thc Btittcrwerth River
bas net beeu running this ycar. Thora is a
tradition tixat it 'was about as bad ia 1862.
Thiolsatls cf èattie have died. In ene MaIgis-
tracy 10,000 bides have been bonglt by the
traders during the Iast few menths. Cattle
disease bas sprcad all threugl tlie lower dis-
tricts, and now samal-pox, which lias hitlerto
licou partly kept in check, la beginning to
alarm. thc deeter by its fataiity. It is getting
quite beyond Lis pow'er te attend the cails
made upen Lmr.

'The crops bave licou very poor for two or
tîrc yeara, aud flua year thera wcre scarcely
auy. iMauy cf the natives Lave nething, and
wlieu the proceeda cf the bides have becu
eatcn, I do MOeL know what la te bce done.

'lun thia parish thera are 100,000 inhabitants;
lu S. Mark's nearly as nmauy.

' Tir native chureh-popie are supposed to
puy thre native dcacon's salary, but ut the end
cf thc June quarter we owed 401. 1 managea
te get a grant of 301. frei thc Finance Board
for proent necesaities, and sent;t te Mr. Boom.

' Ho writes back lu an tcstasy of gratitude.
His littie girl, Le says, dauced round and reund
thc reoou for jey. " Now, father," site cried,

deyou eau get me some food. I nad no tea lasL
night, and nothing ail to-daiy." Butit was too
late that ovenmng te get auything«. His wvifc
xîearly died last wcek for -%vaut of nurisliment
-a yonng baby in lier arms.

11 amn eonstantly being applicd to for hielp
which I canuet give, for 1 Lave to incet the
salaries of thec teachers every quarter, ana they
exceed the granta. We are grently puzzled
and perplexcd how to get on at ail.

' Our ont-stations want so rncih. Sorne pic.
turcs yen. sent ont gave great pleasure, relievinoe
tlio bareness of the walls of somo of our littie
mission rooms and ehurehes.

«'I ama writing to-da;y frora WiIlow Vale, uicar
the coast. Hoe the tribe, tho Gaslekas, are
tgred," and very heathenish. TIiey rarely
show any desiro for Christian teaching, there-
fore it grieves me ail the more when I amn
obliged to refuse any acivances from. thora,
because I bave no teacher te send te them, and
ne money to pay one. But thera are many
locations of Fingees bore, and they are niaking
grat pregreas. Tliey.are the hope of this part of

South Africa-loyal to Goverument; aud
thougli the number cf licathens among theni
stili far exceeds that of the Christians, they kcep
the heathen clement well lu flic second place.

' What with whitca, red mon, and Fingees,
thora la pleuty of change iu my work. The
Europeans display a wondcrful- intercat and
liberality, theugli, they are mostly very peor;
and the natives, znany cf tliem, are se muel in
carnest that werk ameugat bot parties Las
been a great pleasure. Ii inakes sturdy Chris-
tians, this living and standing alone among
heathen neiglibours, net only net Iosing ground,
but, in tiome cases, Church people actually
winning over heathen neighbonrs te the Faith.'

Now -%vho wvill lîelp this muci, tried *torkcer,
31r. Coake, with bis white and Lis native
BlockP Nothing wiIl corne amuss. lIfoncy te
pay i- teachers, or ta send nANY eues te thre
poor rcd men, er to find actual food for the
mission baud ana its littie eunes, is sorely
needed.

Mfr. Coake adds, « I de net at ail doubt that
God ivil1 tubze cure cf His own work, but yen will
aliow tbat I bave reasen te plcud fer your lielp
lu this time cf distress.'

r.Eunu,%Uy.


