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ANOYMER CHANCE GONE.

C ANAl titust go anotier year

witiout a iational intsolvencv
law. 'l'lTe Federal Goveri

meut has closel another sessioi
and nothiing lias been dote.
And everyxly is askinîg, why?
'le Boards of Trade of 'l'o.

• rotto. Montreal and other cities

antd townts have been uirging lthe
iatter steadily and pe'rsitstently for five

years or more. For over a year their
combinied wisdom has beei emtîbodied
in a bill which was drawni up wvith the

intention of being presetited is Parliament, but
while it ma>y lave beetn slow% n arotnd lite Iarlia

mîîent buildings, in various lobbies and private oflices, it Ias not
yet been shown on the floor of the itouse. NIr. Speaker lias tiot
yet been officiaily inftormîîed of ils eC.istcnce, nor cau lie now be
itntil sotie tinte in the openitng montiths of t89 .. A coitîttee
gras appointed by lte comhined Itoards of Trade of Toroto and

lotireal to push the bill in Parliatment, but apparently nothintg
las bece. done. 'T'lie true reason appears to be that tlie Goveri-
tîmenît was nlot sutliciently imtîpressed wvitl ils importance to feel
that ltey would receive putblic gratitude by takitng il up, atid
unuîtld lose atytliing by procrastination. WV'hose fault is titis?
The commrnittee which lad charge thercof must have been lax
ndecd if they could not collect evidence enougi to showt that
the imterclianîts of this country watited a national itnsolventcy law.
l.t the Boards of Trade acI pronptly and energetically. If hlits
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comiiittee lias bein liax, put ins netw men witl .a b.rkbone
starched upI to the proper stiffliess, anlid let this rem edy be
brought about nie,t session i wtlottt fail. Surely with all dt
chicatiery, corruption antd fraud thlat is now beinîg openl pra'
tised, somie person ean le secured who can present enoulgh ait.
terial to the Governmîent to show thînem that bIsiness mnoralitv
is sufferilng very seriouslyi by the lack of this legislationi. It Is
surprising to think that the Btoards of Trade are so imix>telit
as to be unable to scture the passage or a bill of this kind.
There is a lack or earnestness and %oscientiusne.s somewhere.

Publie notice is lereby giveni to the dishonest merchants
among our readers we doubt if lure are any and those wlo
are not our readers., that for another year they ean cheat the
vliolesalers wit h impunity. Aloreover, wte extend our sytipatv
to the lihoinesIt merchtants in this iroad D1 ominsion ins tie afilictiont
now oppressing tlem ; ini that they, by lthe dilatoriness of tieir
leaders in trade, and by the la.\îess of the Federal G overnmîîeit,
are to be put aI a disadvantage by a conîtinuanee of the dishon-
esty which is rampant on accoint of the laek of a national
inisolvenicy law.

Onitaro is b.adiy in need of this legislation ; in Queber il is
not so urgent on account of a very fair Provincial Act ; the
Maritime Provinces have most unjust laws regarding such mat-
ters ; while a national insolvency bill is nuch needed in Maani-
toba, the Northwest ''erritories and l Iritish Columbia. It is said
that some lithe wholcsale dealers in Manitoba and ins some o
the cities of the Maritime Provinces are against a iational insol
vency bill, because under the present varions provincial laws,
they cai sectire their debts, before creditors in Nlontreal and
Toronto hear of the trouble; anid being on the spot, hy mteans o
ilieir preferences work outi their claims ins full. it is perhaps un.
just to these ierchliants to repeat such a calumnîy, biecause il mllust
be entirely untrue. We believe that, as a riule, the iterciants il
Canada desire to sec debts paid ratably, whetlier the creditors
live in a different province, in the United States, or in Great
liritain. We believe, further, that live-sixths of the Canadian
ierchants, wholesale and retatl, are lot not adverse to a national
insoivency law, and ai least onea-half are auxious for ils speedy
inauguratont.

A WORD TO THE READER.

This entîire iitiber vill be found worthy of close study, but
special attenti should be given to an article headed " Drives
and Jobs," and to ai article on the silk situation. No reader
cai afford to iîtss tiiese two articles. Atn article on the folding
of dress goods w'ill be foutnd to be worthy of preservation. We
are ailways pleased Io receive commuications aind suggestions

fron our readers. There are maiy topies which the retail trade
in tle townts would like to sec lisctsseil, but wliil ::ever reach
the city dealer.


