
T H E -:- DRY : GOODS -:- REVIEW.

THE ANT VS. THE OCTOPUS.

L'V LRA I."tiies. duîring the .xt twelve ilitnths
Tii ) GiiN Rus Ri lî w hias pomitei outît tait
tht' sinal retailr was beng rusht'd ont Iv the
departmntal stre,. a lihat the latter wias a pri-
duet of the nercanîtile v <' oluntion wlic is n1ow

goiig on. Nattilraly eainigh the smaill ity re
tailer detli d t< akinwledge thai his deatil
was but a matter oif t'.,g, and the ideas were re

ielt-kh a large uitnlier with a certaitt amoutti

oif lislain. lut <uring the past ilîîmlonh inuhli
-additionlI hgliht h1.s ib>etn thriwin on ti stiujet
bl the \anuis ciuvr pi ers and tiiers ina-

tersted i n the, att'r, aid th opinions express-
et lb> thlis inourna.l ba1.te be ) t'i*amply ilsc-r itid. It lhas bcel point-

edi ut that aloiut twtt fit lier cent. of thestures in 'Toronitîa's
27 mluilet tif sIop fronmtage art' ia- nt, ant withi no îproslet' of

tIats. The ffect if titis is more seNtret' fili the drv gotodts

trade tht iii any)- othet'r. The grocrs lia've not felt ithe effect
bec ltaust t large stort-s caioit handle groteries to nucl atd-

vianitage. iet te'en htr' the promtss of entrahnttin is going
On aithlihgl lmiul am lire slowmlng. 'l'he retmaiers of IXots and
shoes b.1e fvt the liange muitcl lutne, bit thle customu derived

fronmi rtp1.urinig tends ti contitinue the stores run lby practical

shomakers I hte' vtdrs of meat, green grocers, and fruit teal
crs hav been t uanmoltesttd. ie lbotksellers liave felt the effects
ifil' he cntrai.atiton very iiiiit'h and thiis, combmlîne-d wih th. fiact
that Uarotto anow suppheis frt-e textIbooks to the pupls in the

publi schots, has rushel out the saill bookseiler almost et.n-
tirely, while tei larger ones are smffering frot decreased trade.
The sniall finc'y goods dealer wil .soon be a thing of the past.
'l'Te snall iîllitiery stores are fait letssenig in numibers ;and
tioiughi there are cirumstances pe tuar to illinery which is
amale up of custoiml trade, thait teditis to keep these stores in ex.
istence, yet fte are dooanted to lesseai still more boti in unm-

ber and iampîortanct-. 'l'he mue's furnislhers and the liatters are
suffenng, as are the dealers in retail fur gonds. This latter class

hîave suffered umore in .luitreal than in Toronto ; but in botlh
places the larger stores are dawinmg to tihemseilves icarlI the
whole of tile trade ani tile snall cti- liatter and furrier will soion
lie a limiter of histury in point of importance. lIn thte case of
the: smiiall general dry goodis dealer, the change is mîîost appa.'îreant.
Figures to support tliis have beil quitled in previotus issues.

'Tht'e nîcai forneaiy t'ngagt'tl in these mercantile oieratiols
have drifeed inuto uther employenîts, but it is thte real estate
menl wht art' suffermag mst ai lretsenut. The eipty' stores witli
a flat alxw%-e ti h itNitli lis toccup.îants formterly hvel arte not readily
turniable ilito rt-siitit esî. nor are the'ir locatioins suitabet even if
thev tould lib made mntt, tiîwt-lhig hoeuss. Thlle consequec
1% thait tie market salie is snnlrkîng. muic tu the disconfort of
the wniers. Rtnts hiaive thop id' r cr' t onsitderalyhi in, the tase

if stores stii occupietd bi 'al dealtrs, and thus the shrinking
is geierailly flt. l'ht-rt- seems iti way oui of tiel difficulty, as
no rifeed vai> c in be Irolxetl t'r t-arrird tim t' effect. It is a case
wlere fie tiwlerb of suci Irolerty amutiti suffer in their hlp-leiiss-
n1ess. Tentiitite cars lromni linw thtre widl nlot be as mîîany

stoles ii ltarnltb as there are to. even if thte city le tilble
dit' smze, ail nn uch the sam t.m lie said tf otier Canadiai
ctites. Ceantrahîllaai nonmut niet essiarily go on, because the
larger stores can suptipl gotds at lesst prices. and pe'opfle wîll go
whiere tlicy art forcd to pay the least. The introduction of a

Faster and c'ieiap>er street car service lias conibined to he lp this
centralitation There wili arways ie a good trade in tht .ntre
of each city, and then snaller centres niay, be establisht l at a
distance, t of two miles from the ventral business 1-rtion.
But betwieenî tliese' centres the sniialer stores will iltint, ly go
out of existence. or, if they reiaîn iiin existence, tlieir nilers
will do simali business in specialties or in lines in whi h theicr
persoual skill is a anaterial factor. With ai electrit sntreit car
service, a distance of two miles Ito a shopping centre s nlot a
thling whichi pre-sents suillicient dilliculty, discomlfort, h tio
timt' or cost, to ieter any' siopper frot undertaking the j.,urne.

In the larger towns and smaller cities the smaill deak r u at
a disadvaintiagt, but nlot to the saime t. tent as ii tIle largt-r Ries;
but even elire tht tendent) to t obine more tihan one b.neiaacss
undter dit: samse rouf s apspreiable.

'l'Te questioi Ilien natuîrally nîreseitt uself: Is the teniency
tu t enttralittioin one wlich is desirable? Tiheoretical ctitumy
would answi r that it is, because it ceapîes the gootIs whwiih the
tconisumint.r retluiires. and tonîseqjuentl% enîables hii tu ptiucse
Moret or butter goods. luit this looks onily to the ultiiiate rtsIIL
It is in tht. piroc .ss tif t h1aige that the lhglitinîg inmluent t ti this
Senitralization is felt. Those w ho lose h the ch. lige amulîst cOn-
tilinut tu lose whiklt tu changt is bving 11amhshed, and ail
tratht ne tssarih suffers in s.,,dpathy. Still no mater whîat the
stiffring, ii. thange stCIIs taaiaîoidable, but if tht itentable,
ni. ss tif this lit pointed out and actedti upon initelgenthi iiuch
suffering can le avoided. l th matter is one that soliulti b
tiortouglils t ntilated and btiedit nith regard tu ail lis probiable
and Iossîible effects.

APRIL MMPORTS.

T ii. following figures show sole imports for te nonth

endting April 3 ot9:

Cotton, manuifactures of.............. $4o4,7o6 $341,9o
Flancy goods.......... -........... 130,61 q If.oS
Slaits, Caps and Bonnets............. 15,137 a ),065
Silks, ianufactures of.............. . 192,1a4 191,124
Woollein m'iantifacttures.............. 705,595 619,197

in thtese classes of goods Cvery class shows an increase over
April of lasti year e.\cept fancy goods. A peculiar thing is the
fact that silk inports for ic ionth increased exactly $ ,ooo.

''he total imports into Canada for the month, includiig both
dutialte and free goods, amîounted to $9,389,800. In .\pril of
lasi year the amnount w'as $7,975,200. This shows a heailthy in.
crease, and other parts of Canadian trade show a correspondinig
prosperitv. Just here the following quotations will be opportune:

"Canada has risen very much in the estimation of iiritmshîand
continental iianufacturers during the past few nonths. I litherto
Austliaha s been petted and made much of by the Euxpean
manufacturers. They got ail thie favors, while Canîadianis ·.re
looked upon as the poor relation. The manufacturers l2,(-ed
ulpon Canada as a God.forsaken country where bears and Ins
tians predominate. However, Canadian buyers worked tauti'
ausly, seldon or ever overbouglht and paid their debts in fui.
They said nothing but bided their time, knowing what tht re-
suit would be. 'l'Te recent total fmanciai collapse of thte whule
Australii colonies has cone upon the Europeans like a thui-
derboit, and they are now nnning after Canadian buyers who
go over ihere. In the past Canadians ad to look for niati.fc
turers; now they quietly sit ai the hotels and thl manufacturers


