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LENT UNTO CHRIST.

* Quick, quick I we find Mre. Graham of New York, exclaiming, on a
sudden accesion of fortune, * let me appropriate the tenth before my
heart growshard.”  The principle on winch this eminent Christian acted
was that of Abreham and Jacoh, of the Jewish economy, and of many
great names in the Cheistian Churchs  There are same difficulties cone
nected with jte wnivereal adoption as the rule of Christinn liberlity.
There jo neither precept nor example for it in the New Testament, ‘The
nposties never claimed a tenth ; the primitive Chtistinns never gave it.
‘Those Scriptures that profess to treat on the sulject overlook it. A rule
of a far different kind is expresely laid down, Nor can we sce how such
a rule, however applicable to family properties Jike those of the Jews,
which could not be alienated or nugmented, can miit a community of
Christians, whoee fortunes range from the opulence of a Solomon to the
penury of n Lazares. The tenth of one man's income might be a
robbery of hia dependants, while, in annther ease, it would be but & xrain
frora & harvesi-field of gold, which could not possibly sbrige & comfort or
abate s luxury,

Liberality is erected by the Gospel into & yiace of the Spirit, and it is
therefore perilows to prescribe rules for its free exercier. We would as
roon #it down to tell & man how much he might trust, or love, or hope,
ot bear, ot rejoice, as how much he might give. In all these casos the
Scriptural rule is the same—not to the tenth, or even the half, bu to the
schole of his adility, And albeit, liberality, like the lost Pleiad, lns alinost
disappeared from that bright constellation of graces which has beamed
since the morning of Christianity in the horizon of the Church—it is yet
heaven-born and heaven-nourished ; nor does any grace of theim all more
beantify and adorn the woul. 1t cansiste in giving for the Lord and to
the Lord ; but its parent is Jove, that grace in which all othiers are cuwrapt,
and which (1 Cor. xiii.) becomes hy turns geatlenees, courtesy, modesty,
huniility, lenity, simplicity, verity, fortitule, fuith, ogpfidence, patience,
and perseverance. Love the geeatest thing God can give to us, and the
greatest thing we can give to God, prompts to the consecration of oure
velves and our property in_proportion as it expatintes on the Divine ex-
cellency ; and as it passes from sense to apirit, from thanking to adoring,
il‘_belcoma the image of lleaven—beatitude in the bud, the very infancy

gloty.

Liberality, vesembling fire in its busy communicative activity, never
reets, fts work is to diminish misfortune and promote human happiness.
It is the eye of the believer, like a sense of mercy, enkindling into pity a1
the right of poverty, wretchednese, and irnorance—a pity which impels
him to feed the hungry or redeem the captive, 1t is the Cliristian pour-
ing out his hoarded gain in the charities of religion, for colleges, churches,
and echoole. It ie the redeemed man, with his eye on the heiter and en-
during substance, giving his goods for the sustentation of the Gospel, that
the perishing poor may have it preached to them, and that the Lord may
get himsell glory by their conversion. It is the heir of God reckoning
the rule of his liberality by the lofty prospects of glory that are betore him,
by the wrath of God, and the bliss of heaven. Tt is the pious merchont
giving much money to the cause of his Savionr, and, like Petit, the
(riend of Bilney, sweetly saying the while, ** Fent unzo Christ.”

Up to the commencement of the present century, the grace of liberality
was little known in the Church of Clirist.  With the corruption of Chris.
tianity, in enrly times, it waned and set in darkness  Money was used
by churchmen for far other pirposes than the salvation of souls.  Agel.
noth, Archbishop of Cantethury, when at Rome in the beginniug of the
eleventh century, purchased from the Pope an nrm of St. Agustine for
GO0V lbs, weight of silver, and 60 1bs. weight of gold. Money flowed
into the treasury of the Church of the middle ages, but it was 1o satisfy
the rapacious cupidity of the priests, to sustain their licentious pleasures,
or to purchase exemption from the penances nnd fasts which they imposed
on the ignorant multitude.  Even the Reformation, for centuries did not
succeed in restaring liberality to its rightful place among the graces. It
was reserved for the wave of religious revival which broke on the United
Kingdom in the early part of this century, and which hore on its hosom
the Bible and Christian missions to the Heathen and the Jew, to nourish
it into life_and eminence. Every yearis adding to its brightness and
power.  On every part of the church it is beginning to rain its Hermon
dew. We accept it as a sign of awakening life—an omen of the world's
coming spring-tinte,  Jt will soon be felt by the Church, that the brightest
Malzelof satelligence is of incalculubly less value than the smalleat spark of
hioly love.

‘The records of Christianity present no case of liberality equal to that of
the Macedonian believers, mentioned by Paul in 1he eighth and ninth chap-
ters of the second epistle 1o the Corinthians. ‘T'liey were very poor, yet
they gave liberally~—¢ their deep poverty abounded to the riches of their
liberality.” They gave to the full extent of their ability, yea, * and heyond
their power.” They gavo willingly, ““ being willing of themselves,” not
grudgingly or of necessity ;* and unlike the Christians of our day, who
need all the appliances of eloquence, and urgency, nnd personal applica-
tion, they prayed the apostle ¢* with much entreaty that he would receive
the gift.” And whence this wonderful consecration of property, so worthy
of all imitation by our Presbyterian Churches? It was owing to * the
grace of God bestowed on them.” They first gave themselves to the
Lord” Oh! it is this thiat melts the heartand opens the hand, that makes
selfish sinners give themselves to Jesus, and that transforms the love of
gain into the love of giving. .

Would you know the Divine rule of liberality ? It is, “ upon the first
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day of the week, let cvery ane of you Iny by him in store,an God hawa
prospered him.”  On the day on which the Saviour rose, and the Charch
was founded and the apirit was firet powred out, +* every one of you” whe
believes in Jeaus, and lias heen bought with lis blood, is conimanded to
lay by you in stare contributions fur the f,01d—~10 give in proportion to
the Divine gooduess o you, as the Lotd hath prospered you, Thie, and
this only, is the great law of Christian liberahty, binding on every child
of God, which never ean be repealed, which is applicable 10 every coun-
try and (o every disciple through all time, which will yet collect and cone
scctale the resources of the world into the treasuty of the Ford, and
which, by reclaiming humanity from covetousness, shall compel men 10
cease from ** doing sacrifice 10 his net and urning incenee to its drag.”
Tt ie not a fised tribute, but a free gifi, which the Lotd demands of we—
n gift prompted by a [ove and impelled by a gratitude which expands and
is enobled just as we are able tn feel and appreciate the binod of Jemws,
and the worth of the soul, and the joy of the saved, and the misery of the
damned, and the fice love of God.  When God says, * Iabour not 10 be
rich,” * the love of moncy is the root of ail evil,” and ealls riches * the
Mammon of unrizhiteousness.” He indicatrs one of the inost frightful perila
impending over the moral world,  And just as the grace of love delivers
us from the enmity of the heart, the grace of liberality delivers us from
trusting In uncertain tichea, We have heatd men praying foe love, but
we have nevee heatd eny man pray for the giace of hberality. ‘They
want deliverance from the wotld, but they do not want that grace by
which alone that deliverance can be affected.  They wieh to eat the fruit
without ever having planted the tice on which it is to grow,

The grace of fiberality is as much & matter of individual obligation as
the faith that nouriehes it, or the love that is ita root or mattow.  Money
is a truat, n talent, & loan,  ‘I'he real owner is God.  Our right ie but the
tight of stewardship,  And, thetefore, for itx own sake, the grace in ques-
tion should be cultivated, Jts hallowing influence will be felt in joy of
of heart, ju elevation and parity of aim, in deeper insight inte the mind
of Christ, aml in & juster catimate ol the kingdon and glory of Immanuel.
On the external aspects of the Church of Christ, its bearing would be ime
mediate and great. 1t would affard abundant supply for all Church pur-
pose at home, for all mission works abroad  ‘U'le fanhing of the widow
and the catate of Barnabas, the vintment of Mary and the half of the
gtoods of Zacclicus, who was very gichi, the penny of the poor and the ten
thoneand of the rich, all uniting in the tecasurey of the Lord, would enable
the Clurch 10 meet the wanta of the age, and woulil furnich such evidence
of earnestiess and self-denial as would command the confilence of even
wordly inen.

Do not say, we are poor, and have no money to give. Yes, you ate
poor and desitute, but it is of love, of fuith, of epiritual life. * Ab,
e I we would say to you, as a alave onco said 10 & minister, * never
mind being poor, #o Jong as you have got such a sich Father.” It is ceg-
tain that the beneficent Christian is like the apring, which innead of failing
through being drawn fram, sends forth its waters with yet greater force
—a spring which winter’s frost cannot freeze, which suinmer's sun cansot
dry up.  1le who taught the sublime maxim, * jt is more blessed to give
than to receive,” is Himself the most illustrious example of it, The
of htierality slone in 1iim with a sun-hike brightucse, which shall be the
madel to the most exalted creatures of everlasting greatness and glory ;
and to the humble imitation of which we should lend our best powers,
that we sy be formed on Him who went about doing good. To culti-
vate this grace is 10 sow what will in due time ripen up into treasary i
heaven, ns making friends of the Mammon of unrighteousness, as offering
the sacrifice of a sweet smell, and as the practice of those six charities
which aur Lord deelares to be the test by which every man will be tried
at the preat day of assize.  ‘I'he property of the hiberal Cliristian is like
the oil of the woman of Sidon, which, ns long as she poured into empty
vessels, never censed ranning—like the widow’s hareel of meal, which
wasted not as long na she fed the prophet,  We admire the saying of
Chrvsostom—" to know the art of alms is greater than v be crowned
with the diadem of Kkings; nnd yet to convert one soul is greater (han
to pour ten thousand talents into the baskets of the poor.”

JOHUN KNOX.

Of all great men in history there is not one whose character is more
simple and intelligible than that of John Knox. A plain but maseive un-
demstandimg, a conrage which nothing could shake, n warm, bonest heart,
and an intense hatred and scorn of sin ; these are the qualities which
appear in liim ; these, and only these. There inny have been others, but
the occasion did not require them, tliey wete not called into play. ‘The
evil which was to he overcome had no strong intellectual defences; it
wasa tyrannical falsehood, uplield by force; and force of c{nncm-
rather than breadth or subtlety of thought, was needed to cope with it.

He was born at Haddington, in the year 1505. His family, though
not noble, were solid, substantial landawners, who for several generations,
had held estates in Renfrewshire, perhaps under.lhc Bayl. of Bothwell,
whose banner they followed in the field.  Their history, like that of other
families of the time, is cbecure and not important ; and of the father of
John, nothing is known, except that he fought under the predecessor of
of the famous Lord Bothwell, probably of Flodden, and other of those con-
fused battles, which answered one high parpoee in hardening and steeling
the Scotch character, bat in all other senses were useless indeed. Bat it
isonly by accident that we know as much as this; and even the firet
eight and thicty years of the life of his son, which he spent asa quiet,



