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But what about those throughi whioi the offence coxneth ? What
is that to thee? To their own Master they stand or fai. Nothing that
they say or do can touchi one who loves God, other than as a blessing
in disguise. For the promise is, "All things wrork together for good to,
them that love God." Anything, therefore like resentment, or be-
moaning of self, is but evidence of want of faith in the words of the
Eternal. If one should suddenly fali heir to a million of rnoney, the
satisfaction at receiving it would scarcely be ruffled by any brusque
manner, or even insulting language, frorn the person securing for hirn
the legacy. Just so the peace of God passim, ail understanding, the
-nagnificent resuit of the trial of our faith, in its glorious proportions

Of blessing, so overwhelms the insignificant apparent cause that it is lost
sight of, like a mote in the sunlight, or a bubble on ocean's breast.
Then the advice, '-Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather
give place unto wrath; for it is written, Vengeance is Mine; I will
repay, saith the Lord," not only seems right, but chimes in with our
heartfelt desires.

True, our lovingr Master may give us work to do with reference to
those through whoma we have, after this sort, obtained spiritual good,
in denouncingy and unmask-ing hypocrisy, in tl-eaching the ignorant,
in strengthening the weak; or, on the other hand, in learningy some
useful lessons of Christian deportinent ourselves from those who, thus,
in t.be order of God's providence, cross the pathway of our lives.

But we anticipate the impatient rexnark of the over-zealous, Does
not such reasoning put a prernium on offences, and niake it a matter
of indifference as to how professors of holiness, whether sincere or not
in that profession, act towards others ? Will it not excuse the rnost
outrageous conduct> seeing, that nothing but good can corne of it to
those who are affected by it ?

We reply that God lias made kn.own Rfis mind in thiis respect. Hie
says, "'It must needs be thiat offences corne, 'but woe to that man by
whom the offence corneth." lie maketh even the wrathi of man to
praise Him, and the reinainder H1e rcstraineth. He regards ahl that is
done against is followers as donc agrainst Himself. Where, then, there
is cither the sin of intention, or the sin of ignorance, Hie can exaniine
fuily the evidence, and mete out the judgment needful. So it will be
seen, by the careful studeiit of the Bible, thiat nothing is left, incom-
plete in God's wonderful plan-aIl thiingrs are ordered and sure in the
covenant of promise. Wle nced not go out of our way- to proteýL'o Cod *s
cause, the cause of holiness, on the one hand, or be over-anxious, for


