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TRAPTISN.
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Al e tanley. D. 1., Dosn
of Westminntor. .

1L is here proposed, in sequ-
encato tho Easays contributed
Lo this review some tiude siuce,
on tho Eucharist and on Ab-
solution, to add another ot
paptiem. ‘The subject iz one
whiich is full of antiquarian i
terost, and it aleo- suggests
mwy fustructive reilections on
Christiat theology and- practs
ice. Ttisintended toconsider
yrhat way fts original formZ in
carly timas, and what iz the
jnner meaning swhichi has more.
or 1633 sursived all-the chang-
o3 through which it has passed,
as well as tho lessons “suggest-
od by those- changes,

1Wiat, then,was Jbaptisa jn
thi apostolic age=1® 1t coit=
cided withthe greaseatreligious
chiabgie which the- world has
yet \fitu@se\l.‘ :\(lultitude? ol
tnen and"women 'Wwere scized
with onie cominon impulse, and
abandoned, by the irresistible
conviction of & day, an hour, &
mément, their formier habits,
{riends, associates, to be enroll-
ed fn a new society, under the
Vauner of a new fah. The
fiow society-was intended tobe
& society-of * brothers 3% bound

Yy *brotherhood—filled Fwith
lite and energy sueh as-fall to
the lot of pone- but thé inost
ardent enthusiasty, yet tempers
ed by s ioderation; a wisdom,
2d & holiness such as enthus-
is have raic'y possesred. It
18 10N er asocicty, awared

1 tho Presence of mai whose
s even now cause the

» heatt to burn, and by the
recent. ecollections of One,
ohionn, “not sucing, they. loved
with Jove unspeskable” Iuto
this society they passed by an
act as natural asit was expreas

Ith of purification Jong known
ssaong the Jewishnation asthe
sfmbal of 8 change of Life, was
still fetwinad as the- pledge of
catrance 1nto this new and uni-
voral' commmupion—rtetaiacd
wndét the sanctio of Him, in-
1o whose patne they- were by
ot -solemn -rite “bajtized.”
I8 that watly age the scens of
the “trinsactivn * wss exher
some deejr Waysle spring or
well, as for the Ethiopian, or
3ome isking river; as thednr-
s, of somé Vast reservoir, ng

mea ¥ Sty TP R e

cent of al} that was purd and
refreahing, claset over the
heads of tho convertsaud they
rose inta the light of heaven,
new and alercd belngs: (It
was patural that on such an
act was Invished all the figures
vehich lapguage could furnish
to oxpress thi mighty chavge:
“Regenerarion/*1luinination,"
“Burial® “Resurrection, “ A
now creaton,” “Forgivenees of
s “Salvacion” Well nught
the apostle say, “Baptism deth
gven now save ne," even had
he lefethis statement in its une
restricted strength to express
what in that age (v ene could
misunderstand.  But wo less
well was ho 1od 1o add,.as if
with a presciviice of coming
evile, *Not the putting away
thio fiith of the flesh, but—th
answer of & govd conscience
rowards God"}

Such was the Apostolic Bap-
tism. “We are able in detail to
track its history throgh the
next three centurics. The nite
was, tndeed, still in great meas-
ure what in its origin it bad
been ahwost univorsally, the
great change from darkuess‘to
light, from evil to good; the
“second Lirtl of men from the
cortups society«of the dyiug
Rovion Esapire into the- puri-
fiing and elevating -1wtluences
of the Hving Christian Church.*

‘Nay, in some. respects the
deep 1woral respousibility of
the act musé have ‘been im-
presséd upon the converts by
the severe, sometimes th life-
long prepsration for - the *final
plédze; even more thari by the
suilden and almost instanteous
trausition which chamcterized
tbe Baptism of " the Apostolic
age. DBut gndually the con-
sciousness of this. “answer of
the good .conscience towards
God™ wac Jost in the streas Laid
with greater and geater: et
phasis on .the “putting ,away
filth: of the flesh.” . Let us con-
ceive: ourselves. prosent at
those extraonlinary scenes, to
which no existing ritual of any
European Church offers~any
likeness.

There was, as a general rule,
but one biptistery} in each
city, and such baptideries
were apart from the churches.
Thiere were but oné time uf the
year when the rite was admin-
itered—snuincly, between

to the wist as the region. of
sunset, thoy stretohied forth
their hands through the dimly
lit church, as in & defians atti-
tude towards the Exil Spirit of
Darkness, and, epeaking to
him by nawe, ssid ¢ I renounce
theo, Satan, and all thy works,
and all thy pomp, and all thy
servica” Then they turned,
like & ropiment, facing right
about to tha east, and repeated
i forin tore or less loug,
the belief in the Father, the
Son; and the Spirit, which has
grown up Into the Apostles
Crec in tho West, and the Ni-
ceno Creed in the East  Then
they advanced into the inuer
chataber, Befors thaia yawis
wd the deep pool.or resurvoir,
ard standiug by the deacon, or
deaconesss; a8 the case might
D, to arrange that all »should
be done with decency, tha
whole troop undressed comt-
pletely ea if for.a’bath, and
stood up§ naked, before the
Pishop, who put-to cach .the
questions to which the answer
wasretutned in a loud and
dieinct voice, a8 of those who
kuew: what they had under
taken

Both Lefore and after the
immersion their bare limbs
wera ubbed -with oil from
head to footi ks they wera then
clotbed in white gowns, and
received, as o token of the
kindly feding of their. new
brothierhiood, the kiss of ‘peace,
and a taste of honey and.milk ;
and they expressed their nur
faith by using for the first time
tlie Lord’s Prayer.

Thess are the outer foris of
whiich, in the Western Church-
e, .jihixos,ucvcrj' particulii is
alterpd even in the most ma-
tetial points.* Tinmersion has
becotne the exoeption and not
therule.  Adult baplism, as
well as imwersion, exist dnly

aticaction of the scene {8 lost.

rediced toa few drops of ol in
the Roman Church, and in the
Protestant Churches -has. eb-
tirely disappedred: “What once
could only ve administered-by
Bishops, is -now-admivistered
by overy’ clergyman, and
throughout the Roman Church
by laymen and even by wotti-
én. “What is proposed then to
bo asked 18, h:sll, ~what is the

among the Baptiste. Thedmm_

The anointing, like Q\Ehb&gh.il,

Aments, sacred 1}
chose this ond sloné; the woat
hotaely, the mowt univereals the
mnocent of all. 1o mishi have
chason the peculiar Nezicite cus
fom of the long lrexees and the
rigid sbstinenco by, which Gamn-
#on and Bswuet and Jokn had
been doditated to the tervice of
fho Lord. 1o did nothdeg of
tho sorl.  He might have coutine
ued 1o strange, painfol, Vartar
ous rite of circmecision.  He,-or
at least My apoatles, defected it a1
together, Hew shit have chosen
somo elaborate cervmontal like
?the initiation Into the old Paypts

lan and Greclan mystetlea,  He
chow Instead what everyone
!rouhl understond. He tork whaty
15t lest fn Eastern dod Southemn
+ countriss, was the most delight~
fu), the most ordibary, the mos?
salutaty, of sociul observances

1. By chyosing water. aud the
tso of the bath, He fudicated one
chiel characturfitic of the Chrir
tau sefigion.  Whatever ele the
Christian was o be, Bapt
tho ube of water=showed thathe
was 10 bo clean and prre;in Lody
soul aud . apirits clean oven in
body,  Cleanlinés {s a. duty
which sorie of the inonustie coue
tunities of Otiristendom  have
despired, and. fome have oven
ireated it as a crime. But such
was not the mind- of "Him whe
chosa the washing with water for
the prima onlinineo of hiit followa
ets “Wnshiamd be clean,” was
the prophot's adwmonition of old
to the Syrian whom he senl to
tathe fu the river Jordan. 18 was
the tost of the ono bnly sermon
by which o well known geologist
of this country watknown to -his
generation,  “Cleauliness niext to
Godliness” was the maxim ot the
greatacligious prophet of England
§n the last century, John Weiley.
Foveiy titoe that' we ico thodrops
of watet poured ovar thetfacetin
Laptiem, they aro signs -to s of
the cleanfy habits which our May
tef prized when he ‘founded ’ the

te-=ile

OBITUARY.

Died ot Omngenille on March
2nd, Sister Adameon, only Dasgh-
ter of Elder 12, Sinclair aud wite,
of :Méatord, The ins wete

the ealnts his brethren, and il
that need bim his friends Do
yotion s his chaplio, Chastity
hin chaaberain, Sobriety his
butler, Temperance Lis cook,

hrought to Meaford on ihe Ithard
futerred in tho Cemetery, where
the two Brothers, Clair & Jumes
Hinelay, have been burfed with-
fn the pat nine monthe. The
Brelliton sympsthize very much
with the aged parents in their
great bareavoment.  Sister Bine
elalr's trlals have been many duf”
fng the past three years watching
by aud caring for ouo or other of
the doceated.

Died at his home nssr Dune
chureh, Parry Sound, on Jan.
16¢h; Jokn Rae, Inths 80tk year
of his oga  Uecested became
o -inember  of the st Chuech
of Cutis wt  Crefiliesd
Scotland 23 years age asd has
sindo lived a consistent chtistian
life, For two yeais provious to
his death be had lingering trubles
but boro them all with great pat-
fenco ond withoutamarmer,  Fé-
clesiastleal Observer please copy.

W, Mel.

Died a¢ LosAugelos, Cdl, on
Feh 10, Sister Winstanley, wife
of Brother 0. 5. Winefanley- M.
D). of Toronto. Brother Winstan-
ley, wero. spending the winter in
Catiforma prin:ipally on account,
of the Dr'e Health, '
—r0i—

THE TRUr GENTLEMAN'S

PORTRAIT.

“The following sketeh ia called
“Tho Portrait of the-True Geutlo
maw® It was found in-au old
mwthoats in Gloucsstershire
England, written and framel,
and hung over tha mantle-picce of

waster and htsown man. Virtue

asltingroom:  “Tho tras gemle- 1.
yaan i8 God's servang, the world's |-

Hospitality his housekeeper, Lro-
videnca Lisateward, Charity his
treasurer, Prety the mistress of
his house, and Dirctetton kis
portet to lot {1 ot out, ad mosh £t
Thut is hix whole family made up
of viriuc. and hels the trye raas-
ter of the house, Mo fa necessis
taled %0 take the world on his
way 1o heavan, and he salke
through It as fast 8¢ ho can,
ond: all his busiudss by the
way Is to ruske bimaell and others
Lappy.  Take him in two words
—n men ond a Christfan,—Now
York Obsenver.

Kvery true Christian is a trae
gentlesan, aad cvery truo gentle:
mas is a tree chrisiu, Lot us
practice what we preach, tben we
willall compare favorably with
above.

. —i i

Thero was one ' liwyer among
Paul's converts, aud hs used his
talepts i fhe canie ot the--Mbs-
ter. e way not from the class of-
lawsers atbong the Jews-who
wers 60 often denouuced by Jesus
but rather.of tha claes to which
Bcituthes biloaged, the Roman
oratorwho acted asaltorney forthe
Jews In prosecuting Pavl Loforo
Felit. ‘This lawyer was a Geeek
and becarze a fellow laborer of the
eloquent Jpollos. He and Apolle
cs hal arrangsd fogether o
preaching campafgn, and Paul
writes to Titus, *3ét forweard Lo«
aw the lawyger, snd Apollos on
their jouruey, that nothing be
aranting unto them.”

—0im

Keép pood company or-noze.

is hiv basinesy, sfudy his-recrea-
tion; contentment’ his rest- and

Father, Joans Christ his Savior,

Severbeidlé.
If yout hands cannot bs se.

happinesshis reward. »God fa his ‘Iu“y cmployed, attend . to the

cultivation of your mind.

tite of Bajtisr, and when, by

hit own baptiss i the sweet,
roft stream of the rapid Jordat,
B blessed tho lément of Watet
for use, ar the best and ehoiceat
of God's natursl giftato” man..in
his thirsty, weaty, waywom pas-
ago through the dést and heat of
the werld.. .But the cleanness of
the body was in this ondinance
meant 1o indicate zet more
strongly the petfect cleanneenthe
uneultied p\lﬁiyof the roul; or,
as the English Raptismal Service
Huatntly exprener it, the mystical
washing away of sin—that it the

Easter and Yentecost.  Thire
was bnt-one personaga “who
could administer jt—the pre-
siding oflicer.of the community
the Dishop. There was. hut
hour for the ccremony§ it was

idue of the
tigm whiohi has shrvited; aid
what wemay leatn from 'il! and
from the chasges- through
which ithas passed.
_ 1. A< the Lord's Supper was

midnight.  The torches - flared
through the dark hall .ss-the
troops of vonverts floched iu.
The baptisters} conslsted ofun
funer and outer chamber. In
the outer chamber-stood .the
candidates for Iaptismastripped
to their shirts ; and, turming

41.pet, L 21,

* Axagenenat mle, In the wiit-
ingw of the later fathems, thegs T
g stouht that tha word whichce
trarelaté “Regentration,” ic neel
sxelusively for baptiem.  Bat -it
is wqually cestain that in ths earl.
jer Fathersit ie nsed: for Repent-
ance, ot s we should ssy, Gone
vepsion,  Sen Clan, Row i 9
Justin, Disl. in Tryph., . 231 .

at Jerich or Jerusalem, whith-
;:r, ain the Baths of Caracalla .
*t Romv, the wha'a populetion:,
Tovotted forawimming or wash:,
ing. Thewater in tbuse Tast~,
orn 16gions, 20 doubly »ignifi-
s

#The salatauce of saine of the
repmaphs hora, wrrd R gaze G693,

ic taken from an Fesay on the
Qorl e Controvasy, publihedin
b33 on Church and State, et

b, -Clenrens Alex. (pnd Fac H,
E ¥, 23) Strom b, 3108, 425,
1At Rome there weernore than
ont. .
$In the most beantifol Tnptiat-

founded by the Paschal Feast,
and on the parting ‘soclal meal,
so Baptisin was founded on the
Jeivish—-ive wight say the
Oriental—custom, which botk
in ancicnt and modern tines,
Tegards ablution, cleansing of
the. hands, the face, sud the
perron, al onceas a’'means of
health, and s a aign of juHty.
Here, ns eleewherd, the Yound-
ez of Chriztanity, chose ratler
tesanctifyand clevato whatal-
teady existed, than $0crvate
and invent a new form for
himeell, Baptiem isthe oldest

otremenial  onlinance that
Christiaity possenses;. it s
! tha only one which is inherited
I leora Judaism. Tt ic e ine
‘t(resting s the only ordmance

ey in the world,at Pie; baptisme- of thie Christian Chnreh which

even 3 the il ages oply tnk
place o the torodays of \lh{. Na-

tivity and the Decollation of John

the Haptut, and the nobles wood
inthe palleries to witness the
eenmonies.  See Pr Snoith's
Pretienary of Christian Antiquits
ice L pp 160, 160,

equally belonged to the mezeis
ful Jesuyand the austere Jolm
‘Ot of all the manitold ‘religi-
ons practices of the avclant Taw

—sacrifives, offerings, temple,!

taberoncle, scapegoat, sacred

ing of Bap-],

washing: cleansing process. that
cMaces the dark- spots of i selfale

character, in which, by natare and
by -habit, they have been 0
deeply ingrainel. s Aesociate the
idea of sin with the idea, of dirt,”
wax s homely maxim of . Keble.
It fedicates alss.that as the
Chrietian beart musi be lathedin
an atmérphore of trath;of love of
truth; of perfrct - truthfoloess, of
traraparent veracity and sincerity.
AVhat Slthy indecent talk or act
fon is to the heatt and affections,

ho:werrr plous, to have had the
whiteet soal ar’ indicated by the
o Wnptinnal washing £ the xhite-

d

nees and -passion in -the humanj’

that  lis, howeves whita a fraad V'

Baptisam,

and Baptists,

On the Rock. by D. R, Dungan,
c 03 (\ ol

nees of purity, the n
transpareney of truth,
(To Le Contianal.)-
Y

Nover? play at any game of
chancs.

Ereer live (misfortans excepls
1), within your intowrs.

Maheno hagto tobe ﬁ%wi’
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