
L ife Wo rk.

Sa goeS tlie mnighty St. JLawrence, neyer losing its way or chiazging its direc-
tion, for the tlîousaîîd strcamns that fail into0 it on the righit biaud and o11 the
left, but onlY ulsilng thlîem to incrense its current, anîd be-ariiîg thli onward
in its resistless course.

l, the fasliionziîîgý of character, as well as in Ihie erection of buildings, an
atil-impartant point is the foitndation. Withi multitudes the failure, is just hiere.
Thie foutidation i3 bad, and, as a necessary consequence, the whole structure
is inisecure. There are soine who build ofl scnsitality. So did the prodigal, of
whjoîn we rcad in the gospel; but it brouglit hlm at last to hierd -witlî
Sviîîe, and starve in thic " far country." Soule build onl coveliUsnCss, and
sacrifice conscience alla self-respect to the greed of gold. So diad thie
youugç, mnan whlo came to Christ sayingy, " IVhat shall I do thiat I inay have
eterîîal. lire h"and then, wlhexî Christ said, '<Seli ail thiat thou hast and give
to ice poor, and flîou shait have treasture ili i bavenl, Il went away zorowfUl,
for lie ]lad great, possessions." So did the richi fool, who said, IlSoui, thon.
has.t nuchi goods laid up for mauy years," buit that very niighit lie died a
spiritual banklrupt. So did. Juidas, Ný,ho loved the wages of uiirighiteouisncss,
and the sad and hiopeless end of a suicide proved thue ixnaduess of biis elhoice.
Sanie, agaili, build on ambition. So did. Alexanlder. Ife swept on bis patli of
victury tili the earth wwa, subduied beère in, and thlex wept becaluse lie haài
no more wvor1ds to conquer. At last lie set ire to a city " and died in a scene
of debauclhery. So did C.-esar; alla yet hiaviug- coniquercd 800 cities, and dycdj
his garmients in fthe blood of anc million of blis focs, lie was assassiliated by
his inost intimiate, friends in the very place t1iat hiad. beeî t1ue Se-le of bis
tritumpbis. So did Napoleon ; but after being the scourge of Europe, and the
desolator of blis country, lie (lied iii captivity, iiifrieiided auudj alnioat alone.

A4 few thiere are whio build upon a firmier b.asis. ]3elieving t1iat existence
is not bounided by the horizon of the presenit life, tbecy ehoose truthl for thecir
foundatioin, anid build for an eternal. future. SettiugY before thein an objeet
Nvorthy the dignity of reeced nîanhood, they work at iL with uuifailtcringc
band. Out of the, toil alld the strife, cornes a character tat is at onice syln-
nietrical. ami stroig, and a life is developed thc influience of '%viicli shal nieyer
die out of flic 'vorld. iLet us take, beed, tiien, wlîat, ive bihd and liow we
build it, for tuie structure whcui fuîiished is ta be thue dNvelhiiIg-plIace of the
sotul forever. Cb;îracter is cicrnal, auud lie w'hose le blas beeîu a faillure or a
inistake, Calîmot, retîîrn whclln lire is euîdcd ta try again, or to rcctify tic mis-
takes lie lias made;- for it. lias beuu settled by authority -%vluichî noue nnay
dispute, tluat Ilw]uatsaever a mnî sowethi, M7at sluall lie also cp

A- SUTIIERLAN.D.

TriouGmifl ood -works V.nay be aur Jacob's staff ta %v.,.lk 'wVitii on earth, yet
tliey cannot he our Ja,ýco's ladder to clihb to hieaveni with. To lay thue salve,
of our services ipon the wound of aur sins is as if a mn - .who is stuing by a
waýsp should iwipe ]lis face withi a nettUé; or as if a persan shoffld busy liuiseif
in. upportiuîg a totterin9, fabric 'witli 'a burning fr-brand.-&cr.


