Toittle Christian.
(A @bristmas Story.)

Translated from the Fren

CHAPTER IIL

About six months after this, their wish
George was app inted to
hunt.

"

was granted,
the position of surveyor of a larg
ing ground near IHenneherg, sttuated
Iis lile was now peaces

so much

a fertile vi
ful and happy for the work was

casier than that he had left, Having
more spare time, he now devoted a great
deal of it to Christian’s educa

thus m Avatha's  fask

lighter. ith two such ides, Cl

being  a  naturally 3 igent

made rapid progress in a he und )
to do. George would take hime to the

him lessons
time Chri

Castle park and there

a short

in  Botany ; in

knew the names ol the differe ces
and plants.  Thus  he wa instructed,
and his ideas soon developed, e was
]v;r-kiu!l.!h!\' fond of reading, and his

father could not find hooks enough to
satisfy his craving, but he took care that
they would be in Aructive and heneficial
to his soul, as well as his hodyv. Te like
ed to hear about the ysteries and
truths of his religion, and had a great

devotion to the Divine Infant, whose

feast Agatha celebrated with as  much

fervor as in the days of her childhood.
Christian mixed very little with the

village children, and rarely joikad

their games ; not hecause he was
agreeable, but he was fond of heing  at
home, and liked nothing hetter than *to
go out hunting with the foresters ; when
not doing this, he would help Agatha in
the garden, prepare the rronnd, gather
the fruit, or prune the trees.

Thus was

he brought up by this humble family,
who gained all by the sweat ol their
brow. He never wanted lor anvthing,

and was always dressed with the greats

est neatnes The wish to occupy
better position never once entered s
mind, and if by chance he showed any
signs of being  jealous, Agatha  would

talk to him of our Lord, who, though
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poor and humble, was deserving  of all
adoration,  One made
Agatha feel very sad, this was when ]

expressed a wish to see new places : he
preferred hooks of travel to any othe

thing, however,

when he saw that this would make Ay
tha feel badly, he would say, *Hec,
am not going away, hut, oh ! how gran
it must be 1o travel,  Often the
felt that he was not in the position God
wished him to ccecupy, Old Ursala's
words, tl they had filled him wit
terror, had nevertheless let him sce that
there was some mystery about his life,
which he would like to solve,  IHowev

ahonut, 1t
“Why do you not believe us,

asked anvthing

il he
would sav,

Christian ? Have vou not all v

want ; conld we have done any more 2
“No! Christian would say, and in his
heart he would render homage to his

Fach day this wish grew
stronger and stronger, At last Geory
said to Sabine, “What will become ol our
hov must tryv and find an
trade for him. The other day 1
him what he would like, but he said no-
thing. I know that he is fond of study,
but we have not the means of educating
him. T am greatly puzzled about  him.
We have done all we could do, and will
continue to do so.”*  “Father," said Ag-
atha, “time will enlighten us as to what
course we had better pursue regardin
my brother. As vou lhave just said
vou have done all that vou conld, let
us leave it to God. He in His own gond
time, will reveal to us what is most use-

dear parents,

we honest

asked

ful to Christian."
A vear or more had passed over their
heads. Still  Christian's  wish  grew

stronger, and he felt that he must soon
Jeave the shelter of his home and  find
some means of educating himself. Often
his mother would sav, *There is an ol!
proverh which  says, ‘Remain in th
own country, and content thyself with
what thou hast.'*  This made such an
impression on him, that he at last rc-
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