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from the practices of the Romish charch.
This representation is the result of igno-
rance or prejudice, or both combined. A
very slight acquaintance with the writings
of these Reformers, would lmve shown that
their sole rule was the word of God—that
their aim was to baild up the church ac-
cording to its principles, and that ir. re-
gard to cvery practice, whether for retain-
ing or rejecting, a3 well as in regard to
every doctrine, whether to be held or con-
demnued, the apoeal was to its aathority
alonc. In this respect there was a marked
distinction between them and the Luthe-
rans. All the Reformed or Preshyterian
confessions agree in proclaiming the Scrip-
turcs te be the absolute law, the sole rule
both of faith and the Christian life, while
the Augsburg confession is silent on the
subject.  Hence the Lutherans have al-
ways upheld the Apocrypha,quoting it with
defercuce, and selecting from it texts for
theirsermons, and have assigned an author-
ity to the church in matters both of doc-
trinec and worship, which Presbyterians
cntirely repudiated.

In proceeding to organize the new com-
munitics, the two parties procceded on
opposite views of the Word of Ged.
“The priociple of Luthcranism,” says
D’Aubigne, “was to preserve in the
church all that was not condemuned by the
word of God, while that of the Reform
was to abolish in the church all that is
not prescribed by the word of God.” This
is a most important distinction. The view
of the Lutheran is that on which the
church of Rome defends all her additions
to christian worship. Her plea is that
they arc not forbidden in the Scripture.
It involves the serious errors of denying
the sole anthority of Christ in his church,
and giving to men the right to appoint
the modes of his worship, and thus opens
the door for the introduction into God's
service of any amount of haman inven-
tions, dcnounced in Scripture as will-
worship.

Acting on the opposite, and what we
regard as the sound principle, that we are
only authorized to introduce into the
worship of God what he himself has pre-

scribed, the charches of Zwingle and Cal-
vin made & clean sweep of many prac.
tices which the Lutherans retained, among
others of the uee of instrumental music in
the pablic worship of God. It is admitted
hy intelligent advocates of the practice,
that it had no cxistence in the apostolic
charch, that it was torally unknown 1.,
at least 600 ycars, and was not generally
introduced for some centuries after, when
the whole services of the church wers
reduced to the lowest ritualism, and cven
then only hy the church of Rome, while
the Greek church and the other commua.
ions separatc from her retained in praise
the primitive New Testament mode of
worship.

A practice which thus in its very origin
proclaimed its unscriptaral character was
not likely to receive mach favor from
thorough Reformers.  Still their appeal
was to the word of God, and it was ona
close examination of its t:xachings that
they based their conviction of its incon.
sistency with the simplicity of New
Testament worship. They indeed foung
that it had been part of the temple ser-
vice doring a dispensation of carnal ordi-
nances,—a dispensation characterized by
what was outwardly magnificent and
splendid, designed during the nouage of
the church, to impress the senses of s
carnal people. But they fonnd that shay
dispensation with all its solemn ceremonial
and sensuous services kad given way to a
new disponsation, whose rites were simple
and spiritual.  What is moral is indced
the same under all dispensations, but the
forms of worship arc prescribed by God
for cach period of the church. Looking
therefore, to the New Testament for infor-
mation regarding the moode of worship
nader it, they found that while it declared
the abolition of Old Testament ritos, it
neither prescribed instruraental music nor
authorized its retention, but moreover, in
the fact that with the abolition of Old
Testament worship, it commanded that our
sacrifices of praise should now be the fruit
of the lips of Ged’s people, and singing
and make melody unto him i our hearts,
in reality forbade a return ¢- what it called



