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fromn the pmc-eircs of the liomiâh chnrch.
This representation is the reant of igno-
rance or prejtidice, or both comhincd. A
vory élight; acquaintance with the writingm
of the.4e flefcrmers, Nvouldf hive show:î that
their s;ole ruie %vas; the word of God-t;at
their aim was to bisild np the clhnrch ae-
cording to its principles, and that ir re-
gard to every practice, whether for retain-
ing or recing, as ircll as in regard to,
every doctrine, wliether to be held or con-
demned, the appeal was to ils authovity
alonc. In this respect there was a marked
distinction between tlaem and thc Luthe-
rans. Ail the Reformed or Preshyterian
confessions agrec in proclaiming the Scrip,-
turcs tc be tile absolute law, the sole ruie
bei); of faith and the Cliristian life, while
the Augsburg confession ie silent on the
sulject. Ilence the Lutherans have ai-
ways uphell the Apocryplia,qnoting it with
deference, and selecting fromn i texts for
thoirsermones, and have assigned an author-
ity te the church hn matters both of doe-
trine an~d worship, which Presbyterians
ontirel.y repudiated.

In ja-oéeeding to organize the ncw cern-
munitce, the two parties procceded on
opposite viewu of the Word of God.
"The principle of Lutheratiismn," says
D'Aubigne, "'was to, preserve in the
church ail that vas not condemned by the
word of God, while %bat of the Rcformn
was to abolish in the chut-ch ail that is
flot prescribcd by the word of God.' This
às a most important distinction. The view
of the Lutheran is that on which the
church of Rome defends &illier additions
te christian worship. 11cr pIes is that
they are not forbiddcn in the Seripture.
It involves the serions en-ors of denying
the sole authority of Christ in hie ehureh,
and givhng te men the right; to appoint
the modes of hie worshîp, and thue open»
the door for the introduction into God'a
gervice of any amount; of humait inven-
tions, decunced in Seripture as will-
worsliip.

Acting on the opposite, and what; we
regard, as the sound principle, that we are
only authorized te introduce into the
worship of God what he himself hms pro-
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scribed, the churches of Zvi(,nglnd Cal-
vin maile a ean sweep of ;natnr prec.
tires which thc Lunthe-rantî retained, anîionqP

iothers of the use of instrumental intsic in
thxe public %vorslîip of Go-l. It is adrnitt<l
l;y intelligenit adrocrate.s of the praccire.
that it haà no existence in tho apnrioi-
chai-ch, that il ws totalty unknown t.;
at least M() ycars, aud was not genierally
intro(luced for some centuries tifier, wl;tn
the whole services of the churc-h were
redluccd to thre lowest; ritualism, and eveni
t hen only hy the church of Homne, while
the Greek chaire) and the other commua.
Ïons separate from lier retained in praise
the primitive Nev Testame.,nt mode of
worshhp.

A practice wh;c lui S in its very origin
prociaimed its unscriptural character was
not likely te receive much layo rot-n

toogaReforniei-s. Stii! their appeal
was to the word of God, and it was on a
close examination of its týachhngs that
shey bascd their conviction of ite incon-
sisteiiey vitli the simplicitv of New
Testament worship. Theýy indeed foaunaj
that it had heen part of the temple ser-
vice during a dispensation of carnai onul.
nanecs,-a dispensation characteizcd hi-
what was outwardly maignifieent aud
splendid, designed during the nouage or
the chut-cii, te, impress the scuses of a
camnai people. But they fonnd thnt thai
dispensation with ail its solen cerenionial
and senisuous services kad given wvay to a
new dispensation, whose rites wvere simple
,aud spiritual. What is moral ie indeed
the same tinder ail dispensations, but the
forms of worship are prescribeti hy C>od
for each pet-lot of the church. Lookîing
therfome, te the NcwN Testamnent for infor-
mation regarding the mode of worsaip
under it, they founti that while it declared
the abolition of Old Tostament rites, il
neither prescrbed instrumental musie uer
authorized ius retention, but niorcover, in
the fact that with the abolition of Oît
Testament worship, it commandeti that our
sacrifices of praise shouid now be tht frui
of the lips of Ged's people, Rud singing
and make mnelody uto him ;:à our hearts,
in reahity forbade a retura t what it calleil


