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nothing in the Church*of Christ, for wvhich jrant more particular than these, in order to
we have net Christ's, express comnmand, render our service lawful, we shial find: that
singing iq abrogatcd as a part of"I the beg- wve neither have ueor can have anly wvarrant-
garly, elenscnts " of a dispewsation uiow sa- ab"e praise at ail. "Il ymns and spiritual.
perseded. If, on tic other band, the prac- songs,"3 equally withi Ilpsahîns," can chain»
tice of the temple service bc pleaded as ai:- apostolie sanctian. Patil says, (Col. iii.
thoritative iii the case of singing psalmns, 16, 17) Il Let the word of Christ ciweIl in
thon arises the eînbarrassing question, lîy You ricly, in aIl wis:Iom; tcaching ami
what autlîority have wve drOppedt the use cf adimonislîiug one another in 1îsîdîns andi
those musical instrumnents, trutupets, j)sah- hynîins and spirituial songs, siuiging wirh
terivrs, harps and cyinhaIs that wvere inva- grace in y-our hicart te, the Lord," &c. It
riably etuphoyed iàl that service, and are 18 iî:deed Il passing birange, y na', Il Wo-
comîlnandeti to bc tised i these pam rus pitiful," wlhca wc have this solenin
thtenîlselves, and itroduccd the Ilinnova- injuction to ube I ytanm and spiritutal
tion "of a metrical version, tullesof Modern songs, as Nveil as "lpsalms" and te -"give
composition, the reading of the lines, and thns to Qre and the Father in the naine
the institution of a precentor î Is net tlîis of the Lord Jesuis Christ," (v. 17)-that is
Iv il1-wvorship ?" 4& WVho biath required the historient Christ, net the promiscd

tlilsatvourlhanids ?" Arenfottlieiiispired iNes>iah known te iauient chelurcli,-
psalms dishonourcd ' thiese unauthorized, but "lthe 0o1e Nediator, the man Christ
presumptueus alterations and additions? Jesus," te Iind, in arguiug that we are
This music, whichi is undeniab>' part of "lofuriing strangc fire upon the altar," if in
the service of praise, is a mocre 'huinan our zongs of praise 've nanle the namne of
invention," just like the pulpit, and the Jesus, at wvhich cvcrv knee ib te bowv, andi
sermon ia its modern shape. whichi ever' tonguie ig tel confcss. These

Those who condema hymns forget that "«hyînns and spiritual songs " whîich the
the psalms are simpi>' poetical prayers, in- japostie enjoins are net given us ; wve nîust,
ten(led te bc ehianted, or sung, or ttee therefore, cithier ceonpese thcm ourselves,
wvith musical modulation of some huad or or negecet and explain aNvay a clear injane.
otiier; and just as Nve arc at liberty toe x- tien of seripture. It is for thein te show
press the desircs of our hecart te Qod in how they are justified vidien in praibe the>'
words other than the prayers rccordcd in fail te "give thanks aluays fer all thiinqs,
seripture, se is it with our I)raiscs. Yct, unto Qed the riather, in the naine of our
strcauge te say, those vhîo condemn us for Lord Jesus Christ." lt mighit well shako
going bcyond the wvcrds of the psalaîs iii their self-satisfied confidence ia thecir owvn
praise, use extempore prayer wîithouit cern- vîcevs, and awakcn doubts as te tic
punctien; and neyer feel tlîat a sermon, justice of tlheir angry deauinciations of
foundcd on a text of scripture, disparages others, "'whose consciences are liot batisficd,
the %word of Qed, wvhich is perfect and ia- wit h a psalmudy in wvhiehi the namne of Jebss
spircd, or impîously attcmpts te add te it, dees net occur ;" te findt that thecy are con-
or te place itself "on a level wviti it."- demning men for singiag the graîîdest
How a hvnxn, embodying the v'critics and psalni in the iwlîole bible-the Psalaus
doctrines of Revelation, is te bc regarded Psulitioî-a;a )f' the gospel dispeasiation-that
as an impieus attcmpt te place human jglorieus passagge wvhiclh coacludes the eighith
compositions on an equality %vith inspira- chiapter of Romans, anxd wlukhî is as truly
tien, while a prayer addrcssed te Qed, aad peetical and lyrical iii spirit as an>' part of
doing exactly the same thing in prose, is te thie psalms, or that; their prineiples leafi
'bc considcred rîght and acceptable, it is in- thîcm te prehibit thue singing of buch, %vords
*deed difficuit te conceive. If firce prayer bc as tlîose in 1 Peter, i. 3-5, IlBhcssed ho
*alhDowable, let it be statcd exprcssly, in ivhat the Qed and Fauthier of our Lord Jesus

£portioa of scripture frce prai§e is forbiddea. Christ," &c.
Let the divine command, liîniting uis te the Wh:cn thie English reformers, vhîo tool,

psalnis ia praise, be peiîîted eut, that ive refuge on thie continent during the time
May baw te its authuorit>'. The truth is, when tue Marin persecutions were magcug
that ini. the new testament wve ]lave ne Levi- and the fires of Smitlifiehd wvere blaziag, rc-
ticus, rçgnlazi»g the îainutioe of worship. tîîmned on thie accessioa of Qucen Elizabeth,
The gospel is net a thing of rigid raies, it bucamne evident thiat thîey hîad, duriiig
butof grand,priueiples. te be applicd under thîcir exile, imbibcd a love for the protestant
the guidance of.thc sanctificd understanding ferma of Qeneva. Their influence was
and the teachiags,of 0w, Hly> Spirit. There sufficient te secure the adoption of singing
is ne precise Jawv laid down regarding the ja mctrical version ef the psalms of theOhd
woî-ds te bo emplqýy.ed in pr-a*me, an>' more Testament la publie iworship, and %vholh 'y te
than in prayer, buyad4 the .geaemal raIe,- exelude hymas. The same order wils oh-
"let everything hedQge decenmiy and ia served in the worship of the churclu of Scot-
.order;" let.gli thinga bc donr unto edif>'- land ; and thie effeet wvas, te discoairage the
ing.." iîwe insist on somc £criptural war- growtb of a native hyrn-lîterature ia Bni


