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The Rej:nted Sheep at the last Provincial
Eshibition,
to ¢ . Editor of Toe CaNADA Fanxen .

Siv - In a letler which appeated in the Canar
Farver of March Izt, 1806, I called the atiention of
the Board of Agriculture to their rules respecling
the time and manner of thearing sheep intended for
exhibition at the Provincial Fair, urging them, if
they intended to enforce a by-law for restriction in
the matter, tomake it known in good time, aud to sce
that their riles were strictly adbered to, and im-
partially camried out I concluded that communica-
tion by saying - *¢ whether the Board cr any Committee
i+ comprtent to decide with certainty, in September,
whliether <heep were fairly shorn in April or nat, 1

Veave for themaelvee o pa).”  The Board took ecarly) ‘t
t who bad ecen them shorn and were prepared to tes-

a-tion i1 the mattu, and gave notice, LY advertive-
sment in the Canapa FarueR, that sheep must be fair-
ly sborn bare after the Ist of April, and thata com-

mittee would be appointed to inspect all sheep pre- |

sented fur competition, to decide whether they were
fairly shorn. and - their decision to be final.”
From this it appeared the Board did think a Com-
tattee oftheir s ledtion would be competent to decide
the matter At the Provincial Exlubition at Taronto,
& committee was appointed for this purpuse, and the
rezult 12 well known.

Now, without presuming te questiun the good in-
tentions of the Board in taking the action they did in
the matter, I think the resnlt was anything but satis-
factory to themsclves, 1o «xhibitors or to the publie,
You, sir, were right in your remarks upon the late
exhibition, when you said the show of longwooled
+heep was one of the most “ brilliant features ot the
«xhibition” So fing a display of this class of sheep
was never before seen on this continent, and I ques-
1on i€ the world could beatit. But the treatment
which this important interest received at that exhibi-
tion made it, as §oa {remarked in the same sentence,
- one of the most humiliating features™ of the show.
1 very mach doubt if, after such treatment, such a
collection of sheep will be scen at another exhibition
for many years. You are aware that in entering
sheep for cxbibition the exhibitor i3 required to
certify to the time his sheep were shorn, and he is
enpposed to be aware that the rules of the associa-
tion require that they be fairly shorn bare after the
1st of April, so that he eniers the contest with a fair
understanding of what is required of him. Bat the
Board is evidently unwilling to accept his word and
written certificate in the matter, and accordingly
appoints a committec entrusted with the duty of
determining whether the exhibitor has certified the
truth or not. At the late exhibition, the committee
g0 appointed decided in effect that nearly all the ex-
hibitors in certain classes had certified a falsehood.
If their decision was correct, it certainly is a  humili-
ating™ thought. Som.3 of the exbibiters, when the
first Jota they brought out for inspection were rejected,
refugsed to present any more, feeling that it wasan
insult to be thus publicly charged with falschood,
and I think they displayed the right spirit.

It is & delicate task to undertake to criticize or
find fault with the decisions of gentlemen who con.
ront to serve in the thankless office of judge at these
fairs, and Iam always willing to allow & wide mar.
gin for differ. nce of opinion ; but jn this case the
decisions wero of such a sweeping character that I
think no one, not even the commitice themselves, will
attempt to justify them. When the committee com-
menced their duties there were only two of them
present, and they marked with paint such sheep as
they intended to reject, and left others nunmarked
which were to be dccepted ; but on the arrival of the
third member they changed their tactics, and declared
all disqualified.

Ono of the mombers of that commitice stated in
my hearing, sinco that time, thalthey feared if they
threw ont eome and accepted others the public would
be dissatisficd, and that to avoid the charge of par.
tiality tbey concluded to servo all alike.  Anothes
member of that committee, placing bis epectales upon
bis n.se, commenced picking the wool about the
thighs of the sheep, which is always somewhat matted
from their Iying upon it, and declared thattbe 1st
of April was too carly lo ehear sheep. and that they
were all too fat. A member of the Board here in
formed him that those were matters he was not re-
quired to decide—ho was simply required to ga,
whether tacy were fairly shorn after the 1st of April,
This will zerve to show whether ench a committee
was campetent to decide inso imporiant a matter
While I ficely admit that some of the sheep shown at
Toronlo were very unfairly slhorn, and richly de-
served the fato which all met, yet 1 do say that on
the whale we have not ecep ns much fair shearing for
many years as there was at Toronto.

Since the veracity of sheep breeders eeems to be
so much suspected, one feels some delicacy in
making positive statements ; nevertheless, I will say
that 1 know with certainty that many of the sheep
thrown out at Toronto, professedly on acconut of un-
fair shearing, were fairly shorn bare fter tho 1st of
pril, and in two cascs at least, after the last of

ril. and there were respectable men on the ground

tify totho fact. But tho committeo eremed deter-
mined only fo. give prizes to the sheep that had
grown {he least woul since the 1st of April, asq if that
were o proof of excellence.

This question of shearing ia one that has canged
much trouble, vexation and dissatisfaction. 1t is

lain that there are good grounds for complaint, anad
Pt i2 our duty tu endeavour to find a reme iy that can
be effectually applied. The remedy that was tried
at Toronto was too effectual—it killed the patient.

Reverting to the question whether it i3 possible to
determine with certainty whether sheep were or
were not fairly shorn, I hiave no hesitation in saging
it is not possible to determine with certainty, becanse
on some sheep the wool grows more rapidly than
upon others, and somo staples of wool retain their
fresh and glossy appearance when quite old, while
o]ﬁ;crq appear dry and matted when not nearly so
old.

One who hag been a close observer may judge
nearly esough for all practical purposes whether the
shearing has been fairly performed or not, but the
difficulty is, that the men who would be most com-

ctent to judge in this matter are thosze who are ex-

;)t:ilors. and of course their services are not avail-
able.

If the gratuitous adsice of une nho feels deeply in-
terested in this matter, both from selfish motives and
from a desire for the welfare-of that eminently useful
institution tbe Provincial Association, will be ac-
cepted by the Board, I would advise that the rule
requiring fair shearing afier the Ist of April be con-
tinned, and that it be left to the discretion of the
judges to throw out sueh as they believe to have
been unfairly shorn, and let it he impressed wpon the
judges as a'duty in cevery case where they are satie-
fied there has been fraud to frown down, or ** stamp
out.” if yon please, this conterptible and dishonest
practice of making wp by art for the deficiencies of
nature.

I will only add my humble opinion that, unless the
Board can gire to the sheep breeders of Canada some
assurance that they shall not again be humbugged as
they were last faﬁ, many of them will be found ab.
senting themselves from the Provincial Fair, ond
secking another market, where Agricultural Associ-
ations give greater encouragement to the important
interest they represent, and where more liberal pro-
vision is made for their transit and accommodation.

AN EXHIBITOR.
PreL, 15th Feb, 1867.

Beet-Root Sugar.

To the Edilor of Tae Caxabs FARMER ¢

Sm,—I perceive that the feasibility of the mannfae.’
tare of sugar from beet-root, in Canada is thought
impracticable by one of your corregpondents, and I
was astonished to read the expression of an opinion
that this most valuable branch of industry could not
be introduced in this country on account of the
severe winters, which would make the storage of the
beets impossible.

If tba writer of that article had informed himself
how they store beets in Russia and Sweden, (conntrics

infinitely colder thap the Canadas, and manufacturing

gome 150,000,000 pounds of sugar per annum,) or
how they deal with tho articlo of potatocs for the
manufacture of gtarch i1 the northern portions of the
Unied States, he would have rendered a grealer ser-
vire tohis country than by dissuading partics froman
undertaking which would lessen the price of sugar
for consumers some 30 per cent.. give occupation to
thousanids of labourcrs, and add a lucrative crep to
the farming commuuity.

Any partics who are desirous of i=farmation con.
cerning the manufacture of sugar f 4 beet-root msy
commutnicate with me, atd I will be most happy to
furnisli them with all necessary particulars, and do
all in my power to have at least one or two factories
etarted in Upper angt Lower Caniula,

CARL. BECHERER.

MoxTREAL. I’ O, Drawer 290.

Note »y Lo. C. ¥ —If, ns we infer our corres-
pondent is practically acquainted with the manufac-
ture of beet-root rugar, we shall beahappy to receive
from him a dctailed account of the matter for tho
information of our readers. .

—— A P IS b

Cost o Drain Tivg MaciNe.~Messrs. Runciman
and Randolpl, of Bridgetown, Nova Scotia, enquire
the price of a machino for manufacturing_drain tiles
A macbine for this purpose is made by W. Lindsay
Nowecastle, C. W, Price $130.

Doxgstic Srisver  In reply to an coquiry re-
speeting the Domestic Spinner, figured in our last
number, we refer * asabscriber © toMr. John Lazier,
Belleville, C.W., who is the manufacturer, and would
probably be able to furnish the information desired,
respecting the Hand Carding Mackine also.

Matuexsatsci—Webave received from * T. R. W.,°
Céllingwood, n commurication contsining mathe-
matical and engineering problems, which, however
ingenions and intereating, are searcely adapted for
an agricuitural journal. We shall bo happy to hear
from our corrcspondent on any subject within the
provinco of tho Caxapa FargeR, butsuch a commu-
nication as that referred to is more appropriate to
the columns of an educational than an agricultural
journal.

A Meprey.—* James Greig,” of Peterboro, sends us
a communication in which physiology, political
economy, propbecy and theelogy, are strangely
blended, forming a most singular medley If it
were a less disjointed and mixed-up affair, it would
hardly be suitable for our columns, as there is noth-
ing ogriculturel, horticultaral, or rural about it.
Mr. G.shoyld train his mind to more connected and
logical babits of thought.

Lrice ox Horses axp Catr . - Jno. G. K., Laure),
aske *what i3 u good cure for lice in horses and cat-
tle? and are there different kinds on the two varie-
ties of stock 1"

Axns.—~Ono of the best remedies for this tronble-
some pest isa wash of tobacco water, made by in-
fusing 1 1b. of tohacco in 2 gallons of water. It

should be applied frequently, and little at a tiwe.
The species that infest the horse and ox are distinct.

Rapre SeeEp.—“ W. F.,"’ writing from Wolverton,
enquires whether there are two kinds of rape seed,
and where he can procure the kind for summer fized,
and at what price.

Axg.—We believe that, as regards the season, there
is but one sort suitable for this climate, though there
are varieties of what we presume is meant by summer
rape, cach fitted for sprivg and summer sowing.
The winter rape is not adapted to the climate, acd
is not imported. Such as are adapted for Canada,
can be procured of Mr. Fleming, Agricultural Build-
ings, Toronto, or from other seedsmen; the price
is $6 ver bushel. For small quantities the price will
be about 15 cents per 1b.

Caxadux O Caxe.—William Gowanlock, writing
from Cedar Hall, Saugeen, enquires if there is any
oil-cake manufactused in our neighbourhood, and
what it would cost per ton delivered at Guelph of
Goderich.

Axs.—The Linseed Oil Company, Toronto, manu
facture oil cake, which they scll at their factory for
$26 whole, or $29 crushed, per ton. The cost of
freight can be ascertained from the Grand Trunk
Agents: or perhaps our correspondent could have
that matter arranged for bim the party who
supplies the oil cake, viz., either tho manufacturers,
or some of the respectable 8ced merchantain Toronto,
all of whom, we believe, supply the articls both ip

wholesale and retail quantities.



