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sEect.xtors moved continually around” the field and
through the centre of it, examining and criticising
the work. Each ploughman had a few adwitera who
would insist upon trus elling alongside of him—advis.
ing him with the best possible intentions, though
often to his material disadvantage. Some of the com-
petitors bearing in mind that they had so much
work to do in two howrs, pusheéd uhead as if
that wero the sole consideration in the match.
Others proceeded more eautiously, watching, almost
nervously, overy sod they turned to sce that they
made good work, There wagsome capital ploughing
done. IHere and there a ploughwan would cut bis
furrows straight, * pack” them finely, and cover
almost every blade of grass. But this last achieve-
ment seemed the most diflicult. There wete some who
neither sueceeded well in * packing™ nor in * cover-
lug,” but a good many who succeeded well in the
former failed to come fally up to the mark in the lat-
ter respect. The practical men who had come there
to sce excellent ploughing, and to be satisfied with
nothing else, were not slow to detect any shortcom-
ings of cither kind, and many a poor fellow who was
making work that anywhere else would have beer
passed as good, was most unfavorably criticised. 4

Tho average time made was not quick. The record
made of it would indicate that only one-fonrth of tle
whole completed the task within two hours. Tlus
recerd, however, was not very accurate. The confu-
sion in referonce to tho * resting spell” allowed after
the completion of the first six furrows formed one
source of inaccuracy. The Association had not pro-
vided the Sccretary of the Match with any shed or
stand to serve him as an office, and it was sometimes
difficult to find him—a circumstance which doubtless
led to other inaccuracies.

The judges moved about vigorously during the
afternoon, examining the work of the candidates,
and by the time the ploughing was completed, were
apparently pretty well prepared to make their report
to the Secretary of the Association. Soon after their
return to Exhibition headquarters, the following
award was made public :—

Firgr Prize~For the best ploughing, according
to the rules of the Association. Y’rize pre-
sented by Mr Joseph IHall, of Oshawa—one
of his Combined Ohio Reaping and Mowing
Machines, with all the latest improvements,
finished in superior style, Walter Hood, An-
cagter, valued at $150

Secoxv Prize.—For the next best ploughing, ac-
cording to the rules, the Iron Plough which
shall take the first prize at tho Exhibition,
Dougall McLean, York Mills, veue, say. ...

Tamrp Prize.—For the next best ploughing, tho
Wooden Plough which shall take the first
Pprize at the Exhibition, Andrew Hood, Milli-
8an, value, 8a¥. . .i.iiiiiiiiiiiiinianiann,

Forrtit Prize.—For the next best ploughing, a
sct of Harrows, Ira Rymal, Barton, value,

40

30

20
HienLy REcowMeNDED.—Alexander Smith, Barton, (a
1ad of 17 ycars of age.)

The Sccretary and Manager of the Match—upon
whom devolved no small amount of work—was Mr.
Jacob Rymal, of Ancaster. In one or two matters of
detail the arrangements were a little defective. Sut,
all things considered, the match was a great success
—enthusiastic people on the ground pronounced it
the best ever held in the Province. ouch contests
have a most beneficial influence. 1t is the opinion of
old and well-informed agriculturists that the style of
ploughing throughout the country has vastly im-
proved since the introduction of these ploughing
matches. A good effect is produced, not simply
upon the actual competitor, but alse upon the
thousands of agriculturists who como to witneas their
work. It was & pleasing feature at the mateh in
question to sec 80 many farmers! sons—youths
scarcely “out of their tcens™—in the gathering.
The interest manifestcd by them in the profession to
which they are being bred, encourages the hope that
when they come to be tho farmers of the country our
agricultural intercsts will not suffer in their hands.

Report of the Judees on Grain,

Tue following is the report of the Judges in Class
31, comprising grains, ficld sceds, &c. :—

We, your Judges in Class 31, beg to report that
we arc well pleased with the arrangements of the
various articles in this department, each scction being
so arranged that we could procced from the oue to
the other in regular order.

We are deeply sensible of tho importauco of this
department, and hence havo proceeded with our work

with much care, and havo endoavoured in all oases
to arrive at our Jlecisions and render our judgments
according to just merit. It is quite impossible to
render o just decision witliout due comparison. This
we have been most careful in, using magaifying
power where necessary in detecling dofects. This
wo found most particularly essentinl in the lesser
grains and sceds.

Notwithstanding tho genoral cry of tho failure of
the wheat crop, wo wero pleased to find such a fair
representation from various sections of the Province,
and the samples being so extremely good, inclines us
to think that the statements generally made of the
failuro of crops, have been somewhat exaggerated ;
the quality of tho several lots are also very good.

In the competition of 25 bushels for the Canada Com-
pany’s prize, we hnve seidom seen such fine lots, thoy
being particularly free from any intermixture.

We consider a great improvement has been made
by the Board in the new arrangement of classifica-
tion in several of the se~**ons, particularly in the
spring wheat.  Although soveral entries were made
in the additivnal section for any other varicty besides
the two preceding, “ Club ”” and “ Fife,” yot wo did
not deem it proper to award a premium, as we did

not consider them distinct varieties from tho two
other scctions, notwithstanding that they had various
names attached to them, and in some instancoes the
very identical wheats were shown in two sections.
We cannot speak too strongly condemnatory of the
practice carried ont by many exhibitors, who know
they are infringing the rules. We, however, lay the
various samples before the Board for your inspec-
tion and consideration, and if deemed necessary, will
award as the Board may determine. Your Judges
did take upon themselves to open another class in
“white field beans;” there was no section for the
large kind, and we have awarded the same asin the
small, thinking it had been omitted by mistake.

In the extra class, some of the articles could not be
found, and others were so trivial in their natare that
we did not deem them worthy of consideration, We
bave, however, recommendcd a prizo for entry No. 2,
‘ spring rye.”

In conclugion, your Judges would take the liberty
.of suggesting to the Board to discontinue the method
adopted this year of putting the names of the exhibi-
tors upon the entry cards ; unsuccessful competitors
are apt to cast a slur upon the judges and attribute
their decisions to favouritism.

- E. A. McNATGHTON,
E. C. FISHER,
ALEX. KERR,
GEORGE WALKER,
J. G. WORTS.

The Flax Mesting,

A MEETIXG was held on Thursday at the Royal
Hotel, Ilamilton, with a view to the formation of an
Association for the growth and cultivation of flax.
Colonel Johnson occupied the chair, and Hugh C.
Thomson acted as Secretary. The chairman having
called the attention of the meeting to the object for
which it bad been convened, entered at somo length
into the importance of the cultivation of Jax. The
meeting was also addressed in practlical speeches by
Messrs., Donaldson, Ferguson, Denison, A. E, Mc-
Naughton, Hon. A. A. Burnham, Hon. II. Ruttan,and
others, all of them dwelling upon the importance of
thesubject. A resolution was passed to the following
effect, and the influence of the gentlemen present at
the meeting, augurs well for the success of tho move-
ment - —* Resolved, —That this meeting, feeling it
important that something should be dome for the
gyowth of flax, do memorializo the Agricultural As-
sociation and the Board of Agricultureto take into their
consideration the propriety of joining in the formation
of a Flax Association.” A committce was appointed,
consisting of Professor Buckland, Col. R. L. Doni-
son, and Col. E. W. Thomson, who bave been instruc-
ted to associate with themsolves four other gentlemen
from different parts of tho Provinco. with tho view
of preparing a constitution for the proposed Associa-
tion. Such a socicty, assisted in its earlier stages by
the belping hand of the Agriculturs! Association,

will prove, wo doubt not, & very valuable institation.

The Annual Meeting of the Provineial
Agrioultural Asgociation,

Tuis meoting was held as usnal on the last day of
the Exhibition, the President, Col. Johnson, in the
chair. J. C. Rykert, Esq., of St. Cathariues, was
olectod President of the Association for the ensuing
yoar, Noil J. McGillivray, of Glengarry, First Vice-
President, and J. P. Wheeler, Esq., of Scarboro’,
Second Vico-President, R. I. Denison, Esq., was
re-elected Treasurer of the Asgocintion. On motion,
London was unanimously chosen as the place for tho
next exbibition. Some digscussion was then had in
referenco to the amended Agricultural Bill, and a
resolution passed approving of it. The resolution of
which the Council had given notice in Tur Caxava
Farxer and Journal of the Board of Arts, to the effect
that the by-laws bo amended, so that members, in-
atead of receiving scason tickots, should receive four
single tickets, each admitting one porson, was put
and carried. Votes of thanks were passed to the ro-
tiring President, tho railway and the steamboat com-
panies, tho Hamilton Local Committee, and Mayor
and Corporation, for the manner in which they bad
aided tho objects of tho Association. The meoting
then adjourned.

The Retiring i’_r_;_;_ident’s Address.

Oy leaving offico, Col. Johnson delivered a very
able, and practical address, which we regret our ina-
bility to do more than briefly rofer to in our present
issue. In our next we hope to be able to publish, if
not the whole of it, at least the more valuable
portions.

Opening of the Halton Agricultural Hall

Tue Agricuitural Society of the County of Ialton
having erected a spacious hall in the town of Milton,
for cxbibition purposes, the building was formally
opened on Friday 23rd ult., when a celebration of a
very interesting character came off. A large and in-
fluential assemblago of the yeomanry of the county,
with their wives and families, gathered together to do
honour to the occasion. The exercises consisted of
addreases, music and refreshments, and the liveliest
intercst appeared to be taken by all present in the
various procecdings. The hall is a commodious
frame building, ornamental in cxternal appearance,
and convenient as to internal arrangement. It is
forty feot wide by cighty feet long. Tho posts are
twenty-two fect high, giving ample room for a gallery
which runs around the interior of the building. It
is built on a plot of land cight acres in extent, which
has been purchased by the Socicty as a permanent
show-ground, and which it i3 intended to improve,
ornament, snd fit up as means may admit and occa-
sion require. The agriculturists of this finc county
have done themselves much credit by their praise-
worthy energy in this matter, and the arrangements
they have made for the convenience and cfficiency of
their fairs, cannot fail to have a most beneficial influ-
ence upon tho farming interest in that region of
country.

The proceedings of Friday 1ast commenced about
threo o'clock in the afternoon, the hall being well
filled, both above and below, with & highly respect-
able audicnco. Joshua Norrish, Esq., of Nassaga-
weys, President of the Society, occupicd tho chair.
The Rev. Mr. Tromaino offered up a prayer for the
Divine blessing on the ocoasion, and on the com-
munity at large.

Colonel E. W. Tanoxson was then called upon to
deliver an address. 1o spoke but bricfly, congratu-
lating the asscmbly on the auspicious circumstances
under which they had met, and on ibe evident signs
of thrift and progress which wero to be scen in the
town and county. e x1so0 made some practical
observations on the best modes of farm management,
and concluded by expressing the hope that the new
hall might be the scene of many pleasant and useful
gathorings in timo {0 come,




