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at any time the progeny of any
one yard could be identified and
separated from those of other
yards, This was done by punch-
ing a hole in the web of ‘the
foot-—the position of the hole or
holes serving to distinguish the
various matings, one from the
others, Goslings a few wecks old,
and geese, are aiways handled by
grasping the hand about the neck
of the bird just below the head,
and as it is raised from the ground
it is turned around so that its back
is toward the person holding it.
In this position it cannot scratch
or strike with the wings; and the
right foot of the bird is, of course,
on the right hand side, and the
fect can, be easily examined for
the marks. If the holes close up
by growth, the web will be thick-

er at the point where a hole was-

punched, and the skin will be
smooth and usually lighter color-
ed, A sharp leather punch, with
a piece of thick leather to place
under the web while cutting the
holes, was used in marking.

GENUINE AFRICAN GEESE

the surest breedersof any of the large kinds:
\Ak'riih ls:mbdens. indispensible in the production
of the largest number of most saleable early gos-
lings. My Africans

WON FIRST AND SECOND

1899 at Boston, Brockton and New Bedford, Mass.
an Rhodelsl‘and State Fair. Weraise hundreds
of them. Old show breeders $1o afic $t5 each,
Yearlings and full grown goslings delivered
now, $5 each. Good wmarket breeders, lacking
certain fancy points, large size $1o rtrio , gan-
ders $3 cach by the hundred; medium sized trio

. Also fine Embden, Toulouse and common
market geese for sale low right now. ~We make
a specialty of stocking large goose raising plants
1nge supervising them by correspondence or
otherwise toinsure success.

HALF OF THE RHODE ISLAND RED HENS

in our breeding pens now for, sale at $1 50, $2.50
and $5 each, according toquality. Price list and
jllustrated descriptive circular of Rhode Islend

Red breeding pens free.
samuel Cushman, Pawtucket, R.1.
Farm, West Mansfield, Mass, * 700

The 4th edition of James Rankin's Book,
NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL
DUCK CULTURE,

is just out. It has been enlarged, revised
and illustrated. A question bureau has
been added, designed to answer all questions
concerning the diseases, cure, management
and feeding of the duck from shell to mar-
ket, Price 25 cents

Address H. B. DONOVAN, Toronto,

THE INDIAN RUNNER .
DU

1}
BY HENRY DIGBY, IN “FEATHERED
AWVINGS,” ENGLAND.

In an able and comprehensive
treatise on “The Indian Runner,”
Mr. J. Donald, of Wigton, Cum-
berland, fixes the date of their in-
troduction into this country as
some fifty years back, and ex-
plains the circumstances sur-
rounding it in the following sen-
tence: “A drake and trio of
ducks were originally brought
from India. by a sea captain to
Whitehaven, and he presented
them to some friends, who at that
time followed the occupation of
farming in West Cumberland.?
Mr. Donald also states that “an-
other consignment was imported
by the same gentleman some years
later, and from these two import-
ations it is probable that all the;
present day ‘Runner’ ducks are
either directly or indirectly de-
scended.”

During relent years Miss Wil-
son-Wilson, of Kendal, Mr. Jonas
Swales, myself, and others, have
made special efforts to trace the
origin of this variety, and, if pos-
sible to import fresh birds of the
original stock. All efforts in this
direction proved futile until the
end of the year 1898, when I suc-
ceeded in procuring and importing
a trio from a fancier iriend in Cal-
cutta, which, I am pleased to say,
has made a marked improvement
in the quality of my stock.

Until very recent times, the
variety had, for an unbroken per-
iod of upwards of fifteen years,
been lying in a comparatively dor-
mant state—that is to say, as a
“fancy” or exhibition bird. The
“Runner” had up to then been
obliged to compete in the “Any
Other Variety” tlasses at all ex-
hibitions where it ontered the lists.
No serious organized attempt
was made to popularize the
species until the end of the year
1805. Before that there had
been attempts on the part of in-
dividuals to place the “Runner”
as a defin"*< species on a scund-
er and more popular basis, but
all these endeavors had not served
to give it that attractiveness and
popularity which its more san-

guine supporters believed it de-
served,

Towards the close of the year
mentioned, Miss Wilson-Wilson,
at the Dairy Show, sought my
opinion as to the advisability or

_otherwise of making a joint en-

deavor to raise the “Runner” in
the estimation of the “fancy.”
Needless to say, I advised smy
“Cosy Coop” friend to allow me
to propose her as a member of
the Waterfowl Club, in the belief
that that influential and well-in-
formed body might be able to as-
sist in drawing up a “Standard of
Perfection” for the “Runner”
species, and also in precuring the
much-desired classification for it
at all exhibitions where water-fow!
are shown,

The credit for the first class
of any importance for “Indian
Runner” ducks which has been
provided at .any leading shows
for many, years belongs entire-

ly to the lady named, for
it was mainly through her
instrumentality and  generosity

that twenty-one pairs of “Run-
ners” were drawn together in No-
vember, 1896, at Kendal. This
latter circumstance has undoubt-
edly been the chief factor towards
introducing several recruits to
the Waterfowl Club, and ‘also the
means of having caused to be
framed an official “Standard ol
perfection® for the guidance of
fanciers and judges. “In the in-
terest of the fancy I have dcem-

.ed it advisable to reproduce at

the end of this article a copy of
the “Standard of Perfection.”
The circumstance of my having
adopted it as an appendix renders
it unnecessary for, me now to en-
ter at ary length into the char-
acteristics, etc., of the “Runner.”
A few words on the chief proper-
ties of the birds may not, how-
ever, be out of place. ,Not only
do the “Runners” surpass all
other species. of ducks as egg pro-
ducers, but they are highly esteem-
ed as ornamental waterfowl. Per-
fect specimens are truly beautiful.
but by no means plentiful or easy
to breed. On this, if on no.other
account, they commend them-
selves to the fancier having a de-
sire to make his hobby interest-
ing as well as remunerative. Ex-

. o



