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sxpressions.  Neither wasit in the inanducation
taken in the figurative sense, a thing too simple to
admit of the possibility of @ moments hesitation ;|
ttwas therelore the reality that they absolutely )
waould not admit, But in the principles of your:
Jdivines, that would deserve ro reproach.  These|
Sisciples though i to be impaossible ; and  do not,
vour brethiren think the sanie ¢ and  according to

them did not these disciples, by refusing their con-[

l

i

t produced at its first announcement in the world,
t still continues to produce in our days : the aver-
ion: it occasimed in many disciples to Jesus Christ
tstill oceasions in Chrisvians to his Church,

At the time out, Saviour saw himself abandoned
by many ot his didciples, he perecives his apostles,
n suspense perhaps between the authority of their

master and the incomprehensibility of his dactrine,

umbly maintaining a profount silence.  But he,

sent, reject what they ought to bave rejected ? did i Wishing to ensure their attachment and faith, said
“hiey not believe whaf they ought to have believed, * to the twelve : © Willvou also leave me > And

Wy holding it to be impossible ?

They could siot ' Simon Peter answered him :  Ford, to whom shall

‘herefore merit any  reproach; and Jesus Christ i we g02 thou st the words of cternal lite : we have
« may he forgive us!) Jesus Chirist reproached them ;ibcliovcd and have known that thou art the  Christ

~vithout cause. ht

he Son of God.”  Had the apostles here given, as

i . N . .
e ‘2 mntive of 1} ance w R >
Adter this many of kisdisciples went Lack and | mative of their continuance with hun, that they

walked no more with him.  Ilete ask again the i
wwstgkilful of yoar ministers ¢ ash than why these
disciples abandon their master ¥ In vaun will you “
expecta solid reply. They will always fell you,,

kad taken the words of Jesus Christ in the  fizura-

ive sense, unid understond that (o cut Lis flesh and
Irink bis Bloud meantto be utimately united to

"him by faith, then it would Le fuir to conclude that
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.nd they have nothing more tosay, that these dis-} the disciptesJiad tuben thse same words i a0

Cipies had permitted themselves 1o pe stagecred at, iteral 2 sense. But so far age the Apostles from ex-

«xpressions which sceme 1o thewr 10 favour the |
reality of the manducation, which in point of fact
our Saviour had unly propoesed in figure.  But hiey
wlio saw into the interior, woull Lumcdatelyhave
~cen their mistake, and to remove it he had only to;
>ay 3 “ When Ispoke to youof giving you my;
llesh 1o cat, I merely intended to give you the sign
and figure of it, and to inform you taat by taking,
them you would unite yourselves to my flesh by
faith : and are not you already thus united, you
whe are my disciples? And they would have|
‘allen at his feet and would never bhave left hin.
In fact it is ridiculgus to explain this fatal separation
by a mere misunderstanding of terms. Men, in-
Jdeed, are liable to this in their mutual communica-
tions, because they cannot rcad each others thou-
ghts; but it is absolutely inadmissible between
these disciples and Jesus Christ, who clearly saw
whatever ras passing in theic minds. Consider
+heir departure from Christ : seck out g motive for
t aslong as you please ; you will find it only in the
~ncomprehensibility of themystery. Invain does
Jesus Christ remind them of his heavenly mission,
of his divinity, and themiracles which attested both
nothing could persuade them. Neither the ad-
miration of kis person, nor the svorks of & power
that cammands nature, nor the benefits they had:

cceived, nor those wwhich they had reason o ex-
pect, could make them overcome their repug-
nance to this real manducation. ‘They obstinately
persist in judging of it by the flesk, by the corporeal
senses, by a confined and corrupted reason ; they:
deem it impossible, and will hear no.more of it
they withdraw.  Alas? too often, since. then; has
this unhappy separation been renewed in thesvorld!
How many shildren of the Church.have been lost
through the like repugnance to believe the same
mystery ! How many left the bosom at the time of
the reformation. and since that epoch, how many
were not and still are not reconciled to it, on acs
count of the same difficulty of embracing, this _jn-
comprehensible dogma ! Thus the same effect that

i

reason could attain or conceive,
motives.
would have required none of thisexertion. There
was, therefore, something incomprehensible o

says that he is bread that quickeneth, that the bread
which he will give them to eat, ishis flesh which
Jiewill give forthelife ofthe world, The Jews
take the natural sense of these words, and reject

‘pressing any such thing, that itis evident from
their answer that they had inferred from them the
reality of the manducatiun, as well as tne disciples:
but that having murc confidence and leing less
\|dispased to judge by the flesk than by the spirit,
and carvesponding better with arace, they left en-
tirely to our Savivur the manner in which he woulld
accomplish: Lis prumise, although they could not
conceive or imagine any. They bolieved what
they coulu not understand, but it was what Jesus

Shrist had positively told thewm over and over again
to believe ; they believed because thewords of truth

and life eternal being in his mouth, he could not
himselt be deceived. nor deceive them: they belie-

ved, becanse they knew him to be the Son of God,
the Christ: haviug power 10 do beyond what human
These were their
Assuredly the casy Sfgurative sense

them in the words of our Saviour : they discovered
in them theioflable mystery that we discover : and
motives upon which they grounded their belief are

absolutely the same and the only ones on which the

Catholic Church has always rested hers.

Let us, if you please, cast a rapid glance over
the arguments we have developed in the examina-
tion of this chapter. N

19 JesusChrist begins by producing the great

wotives that are.o convince his hearers of the
obligation of‘believing in his avords. - Therefore
he has something to propose to them which will be
in itself very difficult to be believed. .

22 Jesus Christ comes to the proposal ofit, and

t, hecause the manducation of his flesh appears to

them impossible : therefore they understood his
words-of a true and real manducation.

ted to themselves this manducation, evidently sup
poses the reality of it, and nat Iéss evidently cxche
des the figure.  Then, it was the reality they  un-
derstood.

4° Ifthey had been mistaken in understanding the
reality, our Saviour would have disabused them im
mediately. But far from disabusing them, by ex
plaining himself in a figurative sense, he resumecs
what he first propused, repeatsitsix timesin suc-
cession, awil always with expressions still stronger
for the reality, and even with an oath. Therefore
ho had the reality in view, and in it he required
their behef.
52 Many of the disciples take offence at the
words they had just beard our Saviour pronounce
in six successive verses, and declare them to be too
hard to be borne.  Therefore these words convey ed
the sense of the reality, incomprehensible to the
human mind, and not the figurative sense <o con
formable to our ideas.

62 Insteadof softening down tho expressivus
which alienated the disciples, Jesus Chyist declurcs
that ifthey are scandalized now, they shal) scon be
scandalized still more when they shall sce him
going up lo where he was before ; that is, that his
doctrine will then appear to them more incredible
than before his ascension. Now (he figurative
manducation becomes still more casy to believe
after his ascension, and thereal manducation ap
pears more incredible in consequence.,  Therefore
it is not the former, but the latter which had been
announced.

7° Jesus Christ who never reproached bisdis-
ciples with not baving understood the sense of his
discourse, reproaches them hero for not believing.
Now the reproach for not believing can only fall on
the reality. Therefore he bad announced the reali
ity in bis discourse.

8° Jesus reproachies them with not believing in
this reality. Therefore they did wrong, and you do
still more so, in pronuvuncing it to be indefensibiec.
The Jews and disciples judged soundly according
to you, by deeraing this manducation impossible,
Therefore your judgment, like that of the Jews and
the disciples, is indirect oppusition to that of Jesus
Christ, and yon are all equally condemued toge-
ther,

92 Jesusdeclares that noone can believe ip
bim conceming thismanducation, if he lave not
received grace from his Father, Now, fo believe
afigurative manducation, there is no nced. of any

grace, since thereis no nead ofany exertion: fhere-
fore he speaksnot of that kind of manducation.

10 Z'he doctrine of our Saviour on the mandu-
cation issuch that it hindered many of the Jews
from believing inbim. Nowthé- doctrine of the
Catholic Church on this point is also such, that it
prevents seany christians from joining its creed,
and has induced many of itg children.fe. quit it .
whereas the docttine of the reformed, whatever be
the slrenglh of the expressions.they make use of ju
the Lord’s Sypper, hagnever engagedany ono to
quit them, nor prevented any ‘one frem - joinjng- .
them.  Thotefore the doctrine of the reforméd upon”

83 The chrna)manner in which they represen-
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tbis manducation kas not the charyelers of tha



