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wiitin England, according to Y-isco.Unt
Sandoù,, they had 25 per cen~t of the wbole
school population of England put down .as
non-attenders. He had feit . much *disap-
pointed, ini turning to.the tables Of 1874+ to
find that the length of attendapce at.scilols'
in Ontario wvas not at ail szitisfactory.A
certain number of days' atteýýdance ea'h.
year should be made iniperatiye, as prov!d.-
ed for in Viscount Sandon's .B1l, Jus .t
brought. into the Comrnons, which .exact *s
that no child can be apprenticed, betwen
theagps of ro and 14 unless he has beezA
at least 5 years at school, and can shiow
250 attendances for each of the.se years.
The Scottish system, on the other hand,
would appear to, present very differernt re-
suits fromn that allowed in Ontario, the lat-
ter permitting diminished attendances *to be
the rule, rather than the exception. lIn
fact, several ivriters had lately said that the'
Scottish* system, so long the foremost,,would
soon, witlî a local rate similar to, what we
have ini Canada, be a model for the other
nations in Europe. After referring to edu-
cation in the States of Massachusetts and
Connecticut, Mr. Crooks spoke agaiù'st
compulsory education, until every other
method. had been tried by the local bo ards
in the first place. Public opinion .should
be thoroughly aroused in the first place,
before any attempt ivas made to force thé
people to submnit to these coinpulsory mea-
sures, however beneficial they might be. If
there should be any r-rent so ign'?rant or
wilful as to neglect providing for the educa-
tion of his children, then it would be. the
duty of the trustees to take advantage of
these coercive measures. In Massachu-
setts and Connecticut-two of the foremost
in education in, the United States-where
penal enactmnents were in force, it wvas
scarcely ever necessary to adopt theni.
They must not, however, be content with
their public schools ; but they must see
also to-the state of their high schools and
provincial universities, so as to allow the
deserving youth, no matter what his circuma-
stances rnay be, to gain the highest emi-
nence in learning. lIn regard to this subject
of highcr education, the early satesmen of
this country. Thcy set *apart grants to
hig,-h schools, granirnar schools and the
Provincial University. That whicli had'
led to the excellence of the cducatioùi
of the Scotchman ivas due, ini gréat

pakrt,. to. the advantages gained in, the,
universitie. of that landý xngiinly. lýy inceqt
of-.i.b=rarics. Hf, thought High,. .choqt,
Boards -~ M* ounties ihere .might , mu.ç bpjp,
the higlher education of the.country.,.if,Jiey.
set apart bursaries in -a siniiar roanrier, tg:
be coinpqted for by pupils attheir..univer8i-
ties. They h4d achîcved a great*deal even
now ; but he held rauch more might. .bg
donc, 'anld that the people of this Province
should *not rttsatisfied with giving a mere-

eylment;gy edlcat9r to ýheir children.
rTheir educational systçm must also. be effi-.ý
clent. HE *.had heard'it mooted thatschool
sections should be albolished, and.thattown-
ship. bpaýd s should be appoin ted. in
Tuckersimith, Çouinty .of H1uron,. they. had,
abolislhed scho ol segtýions, and found a
township, board ,worked far better. The,
matter ivas worth consideration, as it was.
an* important question. If.they. solve.d. the
question 4y means 0f forniing township.
boards, they ivould. be fofloiing up .the
pýpsent ScÇottish system, which those .who
k-new s .aid was now the best; and hc
Viscouint Sandon said would have been
adopted in England if the general popula-
tion had been ready for it. The pyia
education of the childrcn was too. niuch
overlooked. Then, they must.have!tefficient
teachers-piýid in accordance wîth. teir
qualifications. The wcak point of the cdu-
cational, systeni in the. various States, W.s
that they overlookcd this matter. They
had avoid ed this, and had an ]IDspector and
Exaniners, who wvere directly 1esponsiîble
to the Dcpartment for the eficiency..g4 the
teachers. lIn the matter of qualifications,,
however, although much iniprovement had
been effccted, much had yct to, be done.
At the present time there were only
first-class teachers eugaged in the whole
Province, and 910 second clas 's. Tird'-
class teachers should be considercd as only
on probation, and should be under t.he
direction of a first or at least second clas
teacher. The third class teacher must,, to
some extent, be considered an iaferior
article, qpd as a system of prompQtion ]?y
menit was. open,any one xuight Iopk f orwvard
to a second, a first, a, County.ITnslpectorshi'p,
or even »ie position which he himself held,
which would, no doubt, in lime be filled.hby
some teaher froni thc ranks. Much rtes-
ponsibility.for the proppr. adniinibtration,,of
theiîr educalional system ivas upon theni
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