THE FRUITS OF MASONRY.

 FrieNnstir is one of the greatest bleswings
which the benevolent Author ol.our nature has
conterred on our tallen and smperfect state; and
its gincerity s tasted and ats blessings are pecu-
harly apprectated in seasons of catamity. The
Seriptures speak of a % Friend who 1s born for ad-
versity ¥ but oh! (ew have such friendships in
thig selfish world, How few are there who will
rally around us the closer when the storms of ad-
versity assail us; who will open their purses to
relieve us in our embarragsments: und who will
whisper a kind word of eacouragement, when the
blasting scow! of the world 1s directed towards us!
Yet such ate the reverses and sudden vicissitudes
of life that every one should calculate on the oc-
currence of such calurmities and make provision
for them. [ gee the ocean covered with toam—the
wind is raging wath the fury of a hurricane—and
nothing gave dismantled vessels or the wreck of
those that penished meets the eye. But beyond,
i the fur distance, I see a sunny, sheltered Bay,
where the vessels can careen 1 safety, uninjured
by the storins that are raging without

“Such a haven does Masonry open amid the
calamities of life ; she assures every brother of
the order that if age should steal on hum, without
having made provision against its infirmities, or
the reverses of fortune should plunge him into po-
verty,—she astures him, 1 say, that ruthless want
shall never enter lis dwelling ; that his hittle ones
shall not cry in vain for food; that s circum-
stances in lite shall be relieved § and if he has at-
tained to old age, that while there 1s a shilling 1n
our treasury, or a spark of benevolence in our
hearts, he shah be assisted in weathering the storm
of life, und his sun set calm and clear 1n the west,

 Bear with me while I suppose another case ;
and, Brethren of the Order,in the picture { may
be sketching the domestic relauons of some one
peesent.  Here 1s a widosw, and what a volume of
sorrow 1s embraced in that one word ! Her affic-
tons commenced when the parinerof b raffections
was taken from her by a hereditary and incurable
disease. She sat b{l his bed-syde asd witnessed
the gradual approach of the Gnm Iyrant; and
wheun the period came, so long torebuded, that the
hand lecked in hers could no longer 1etamn the
affectionate grasp, she felt as it all that bound hey
lo existence was irretrievably gone. Meanwhile
her cluld sprung up to divert the sadness of her so-
htary hours, and to plead her cause in the Gate;
but, alas! the azure of that full-oibed eye, and s
burning spot which occastonally kindled upon the
cheek, showed that the beluved child was destined
for an eatly and premature grave. And now that
lonely widow has witnessed the extinction of all
her hopes, and as she now lives hasbandless and
childless, amul the relics of by-gone days, she
cries outin the bitterness of her sorrow, “ Call
me not Naom; call me Marah, for the Lord hath
dealt bitterly with me.”” And shall this daughter
nt sorrow be left to struggle aloue with poverty
and neglect {—No, he whom she mourns was a
Brother; and therefore she shall be watched over—
she shall have a home while she lives; and ac
honored grave when she dies. Everything that
the kindest sympathy and affection wall avail, will
be done to soothe the sorrows of her heart and rock
the cradle of her declining years. To employ a
final illustration, you visit foreign lands with the
view of witnessing the manners wud institutions of
other countries. A travellerissubject to many in-
conveniences and dangers ; he 1s 1n a land of stran-
gers and knows very imperfectly the language of
those among whors he sojourns; be is often im-
posed upon Xfalse pretences; extravagant sums
are demanded for petty services ; his property is
hiable to be pluntlered before his eyes; or secret
means may be employed to waylay and murder
him, with a view of cblaining his wealth and
elfects,  Morsaffecting still, disease may lay pros-
trate the traveller in a strange land; no kind wife
or affectionate sister 18 near to wipe the damp brow
or moisten the parched tongue with the cooling
drought; be is administered to by the cold and
mercenary hands of strangers; and some Govern~
ment official 1s stationed 1n his apartment to pre-
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vent his effects rom being stolen by the harpics
around his conch.  But suppose heis a Mason, and,
then see how our lustitutivn cares for such; and
Masonry is diffused over the world so exteasively,
that theie is scarcely a -pot, however obscure, m
any nation or community, but what the Brothers
may there be found. Let, then, our Masontc tra-
veller leave the land and scenes of his nativity, and
o, 1 care not where,—let it be amnd the Prasies
of Wisconsin, or the Plantations of Lowsiana ; or
the Boulevands of Pars, or the Britige of Sighs at
Venice ; amd the streets of London, or on the
wharves of San Franciso ; amid the plains of M-
dostan, or the deserts of Sibeniay—let him be m
perplexity, in danger, or sickuess, or disiress, he
has only to employ the means he has been in-
structed to use, and like a sceue of enchantment,
all is reversed. Yes, that open sesame brugs the
distant near. and akes the stranger become fa-
miliar; hearts are unlocked, faces beam on us with
interest and aflfection—the sanctuary of a home 1s
provided for us and the solitary traveller teels
himself amoay his kindred, and * sits down under
kis own vine aad fig-tree, there being none to make
him afraid*—Bro. R. L. Schoonmaler.

MASONIC LITERATURE.

% ‘T'he literature of the Order is onc of the most
interesting themes that can attract the notice of
mtelligent Masons. Masonry is a science ; and
as such it should be presented to the view of its
votaries, as well as to that of the world, A few
years has brought a wonderful change i the li-
terary history of Masonry. The addresses of the
Grand Masters, and the reports of the Committees
of Corsespoudence, are entiched with the record
of intelligent acts and sentiments and discussions
upon nearly all the points thai anse which are of
importance and value to the craft. It is worthy
of remark that these repoits ate written, and the
discussions conducted in a spirit of fraternal re-
gard, that can be found in no other merely human
institution. Even the wrongs that are commatted,
and there tnust be such n some of the many aud
largeassemblies of men as compose the varnous
GrandLodges and Lodges of the numerous junisdic-
tions of this and other countries, are brought to no-
tice, nnd debated in the kindest manner; and, al-
though reproofs often appear, they are gentle and
frhearing, and the brethren give and recerve them
with a view to such improvementas they desire to
affect.  From the literature that thus presents it.
self in the various operations of the workmen,
and which contains an immense amount of Mas
sonic research, the hrethren are conducied cnwasd
in the seatch of light until the volumes that con-
tain the history of the past are procured and read,
and the landmarks that direct the labors of olden
timee reviewed with interest and pleasure. Should
this condition of things continue, every Mason
must become an intellizent man ; and farmthiarized
with the symbols and ritnals of the order, he will
know all the better how to appreciate the cha-
racter and genius of the Masonic lnstitution, aud
guard and protect it from intrusion by the unwor-
thy. Inthig elevation of the literary character
of the craftsman, the Order will find 1ts protection
and security. The bailot-box will be used m the
certain prospect of admitting the worthy, and re-

jecting the unworthy ; when ignorance will find

itself among the proscribed. Its knocking shaly
be in vain at the door. It cannot be opened fc~
the admission of men, who can neither understand
sts symbols nor appreciate the profoundness of 1ts
mysteries.

+ Let the good work go bravely on. Let the
brethren work up the literature of the craft. Let
them draw forth from the arcana of science, trea~
sures new and old and true, and spread them upon
the pages, (rom which they may shed their lustre
through the Lodges upon the great confederacy of
Masonic interest which is now attracung ‘the
notice and the admiration of the world. It is
ardently hoped that the light shall be so thoroughly
irradiated through the temple, that the man who
has not the capacity to read the symbols shall
never gain admission awong the sons of light,?—

}[Rev. J. N. McJilton. ]
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NON-AFFILIATION.

“‘I'here 18 none of the landmarks that we have
seen that admits of non-affiliation. As soun as
the ceremony is performed, by means of which,
the character of a Master Mason is impressed, the
man becomes a brother. Heis a member ol the
Masonic Family, aad as such, he ts imvested with
cernin prerogati vs. Amony those prerogatives
are the means of universal recognition.  He
has the power of muking himselt known
as a member of the Family, whereever he
may go. In non-affiliation, he may exer-
~ise this power, and if he is mean enoughte do 1t,
he may seceive favors and benehis from tus
brethren, whose asseciation and institution he bas
tenonnced.  The landmarks could never have ene
tertained such an idea with favor. On the con.
trary, in their spirit, and in their letter, they «p-

ose it. ‘They recounize every brother properly
mvested with Masonic immunities as in affiliation,
And in the relationship which such affiliation re.
cognizes, he is expected to_do his duty. The
work of tae temple is ever going on. “The temple
is ever rising, stone upon stone, and in the building,
there isa place for every workman, and every
workman cughtto be in his place. Such is the
view of the Jandmarks, as evinced in the genius
and character of the association, and in their posi-
tive declaration, anl we hope that as our nou-
afliliated brethren become acquamnted with thew
position and 1ts consequences, they will re-consider
the act by which they were estranged from
their farmily amd return affectionately to 1its em-
brace.”—[Rev. J. N. McJilton. ]

CANADA.

Masonry in Canada is flounshing like a green
bay-tree. The Grand Lodge, established, on the
10th of October, 1855, by forty-one subordinates,
the largest number by which any Grand Lodge
was ever formed, 1s now the proud governing head
of one hundred and fiftcen warranted lodges and
ten under dispensation ; all as well regulated, aud
consetvauve of the best interests ot the Craft, as
any i the world. Bro. Wilson, of Canada, has
been appropriately referred to as the * Model
Grand Master 3 and the Masonry of his Province
may well be said to be « Model Masonry.”
Throughout the length and breadth of that exten-
sive jurisdiction, during the masomc year just
passed, only one expulsion for unmasonic conduct
has taken place ; aud this, we are quite certamn, 1s
not through any laxity of disciphine i that juris-
diction, but a general emulation of the Craitthere
to live up to the laws ot the Order. This Grand
Lodge is 1ecognized now, we believe, bv every
Grand Lodge in the Unon except two, Pennsyl-
vama and Wisconsin ; and we hope these itelli-
gent bodies will, at their next sessions, grasp the
hand fraternally extended to them by a sister Grand
Lodge, second to none in America 1 the moral
worth and social position of her membership, and
the extent and character of her usefulness,—mer-
tcan Freemason’s Magazine.

[The number of Lodges holding charters or un-
der dispensation from the Grand Lodge of Canada
at the prescat time is about 140.—Ep. C. F.]

——

Masoxns axp Cowansg.—Never enter into a dis-
pute with a cowan. Like the deaf adder he will
stop his ears, and refuse to hear the voice of the
charmer, charm he never so wisely. No matter
how clear are your facts, or how convincing y our
arguments, still he will turn an incredulous ear to
your reasoning. Though you anxiocusly cry om,
# O Baal, hear us!” and even cut yourself with
knives and lancets to bespeak his attention, there

will be neither voice nor any answer, nor any that
regardeth. Youv may as well endeavour to ex-
tinguish the sun by pelting it with snow-balls, or
to cut rocks in pieces with arazor, as to make any
gemal impression on the mind 'of a professed
cowan. i .



