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UN~AFFIl TION.

To the Editor of THE CUÀtArsmÀN.

B. W. SI ANI BIErm,-Iu the
April number of Tan CB&FTsmANi 1
noticed wlth pleasure au able article
frein the pen of -&Max," on unaffilia-
tion. The ideas advanced by hlm,
made such an impression on my
mind, that I canuot resist the temp-
tation of replylng-not lu a spirit of
condemuation, but lu one of com-
mendation. i admire the toue of Jais
communication, and the stand which,
lie lias taken, but I do not hesitate to
say that lie did izot go haif far exwugh.

The subjeot of unaffiliation, or as
we "Yanks" use it, iion-a (flUation, ie
oue that lias perplexedl the Orait for
yeare, and I do not know that it le
any nearer a satlsfactory solution'
than it was lu 1840 or thereabouts.

The question, as to 'what meaus
eau best be enaployed to check this
growing evil, is one that lias beau one
of perplexity to the best Masonic
talent. Our Grand Officers refer to
it contiuually, yet devise no means te
stop iL, and I See no other course to
pursue than for the Masonic press and.
its "1quili drivers" to agitate it until
a remedy 18 suggested and acted
ukpon.

"Max" must not entertain the idea
that non-affiliation Ï3 confined to hie
jurisdiction alone; we lu the United
States bave this disease fearfully; lu
fact, some jurisdiotions have it so bad
that the sick ones uearly out-number
the 7t'ell ones. It is a linge stumbling
block lu our patb; it is destroylng the
very vitality of our exist 'ence. If this
increasing non-affiliation is the efet
let us stop a moment and See if we
eau find the case; cause and effect
go together.

My friend "cMax" attributes one of
the causes to poor material, which i8
correct. If one wore te erect a build-
i.ng, lie would flot use poor material

for the fôundatlofr, knowlng Mûl weU
that if the foudation gave ont the
wliole structure would fail. Just se
witli Masonry. We, as Masone cf-
this age, are eréoting a linge temple;
its oauopy le the wliole heavens; its.
length, breadtih, lieightli and depth le
unlimited. Then, if we use pool'
material lu thie fond(ation, we endan-
gar the wliole fabrie. If sucl is the
case, then -%liy use poor material?
Tliera le plenty that is good and true,
aud wllch, wMi paso the inspection cf
the Grand Overseer cf ail.

Au expsrlence cf nearly twen ty
years in Masonry lias tauglit me that
a goodl Mason canuot be made eut cf
eue wlio lias noue cf the true prlu-
ciples cf Masonry lmbued lu him, any
more thwn a mani cf culture and, ra-
finement can be made eut cf a bleck-
head. Therefoe, if lie wlio dlsre-
gards the prluciples -whicli Masonry
teaclies, or is impure lu hie moral
cliaracter, is vary apt lu after life te
forget wliat lie lias been tauglit, aud
in tlie end. turus eut te be a non-affil.
ate, or, wliat is about as ba, an use-
less drona.-

If the mental qualifications of the
candidate are belew par, as soon as
tlie new waars off -aud it very sben
dees,-he is very apt te find tlie cere-
moules of the lodge room zuenoto-
nous, ulees lie le assisting in- con-
ferring the Fouxtli, or eating, dogme.
fis duil brain tires of haarlng the
sanie work; "the fun cf tlie thing," le
&Il, gene; lie can net, or at lest dees
net, appraciate those grand moral
lassons whioh are lnculcated. in evary
portion cf our werk, both exoterio aua
asoterie; consaquently hie visits to
Jais lodge grow less und lees, matil
they cease alttgether, sud auetli0r

Jname 18 added te the non-affillates.
Another peint: If the moral quali-

Ifleations cf the candidate tend .to-
wards a gratification cf the baser
passions of Mis nature, wme may teacli
and preacli forever, aud -unless lie-
listens te wliat Masoury teaches, she
isl powerless tQ work a reformaticu ln
him. Simply jelning a. lodge dees.


